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8 4 1 | HE . of the flowing We DET 1 

1 made it his buſineſs to examine all that bas been 
' written on the Venereal Diſcaſe, from the days of 
Aſtruc to the preſent time; and hopes, that to thoſe 
who are beſt acquainted with the ſubject the following 
F obſervations will not be deemed OOO „ 


| Arn oven the 1 ce is led [Otis ©: 
tions on the mote ob/tinate and inveterate Venerea! 
Complaints, yet it was found impoſſible to avoid, at the 
ſame time, treating the ordinary ſtate of complaints | 
of this kind, on account of their neceſſary cane. 55 
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© SyoULD any reader be ſtartled at certain modes 66-7 
pradtice here recommended, he begs tlie favour, before 
they venture to condemn, that they will take the trouble 
to give them a fair trial; and if they then diſcover them 
to be erroneous, that they will give a candid ange, "a 
of their experience to the world as he has done, wit. 
out laying any ſtreſs upon theories unſupported WE, . 
, or plauſible conjectures which have not been con-„— 
firmed by repeated experimental obſervations. Who- 
ever makes any diſcovery that can tend to alleviate iin 
any degree the diſtreſſes of mankind, is called upon 
by the duties he owes to ſociety to make theſe diſco- 2 3 
veries as generally known as poſſible. This has been 
the author's way of thinking, at all times, and that 4 
which has determined his conduet on the preſent oC- 3 
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BfN a foreigner, it will not be expected that the 
author could write the language with elegance or 
ſtrict propriety. Reſpect for his readers induced him 
10 endeavour to get this defect ſupplied by another 
hand; but he had the misfortune to be diſappointed i in 
this particular, and diſappointed in a way that did not 
admit of his getting it remedied. He is made, however, 
to believe, that the work will be ſufficiently intelli- 
gible; and if ſo, he relies upon the candour of the 
public for overlooking ſome trifling inaccuracies of 
Kyle, : 


Lonpox, Dec. 1. 1783. 
Newman Sireet, 


A ; \ 
Y z 

1 : 0 

? " i 

? * ; 

* * 

T x : 3 a _ 

* 8 — 


4 "IS . * 
8 : _—_ 3 A — 
* " n - 


\\ 


AP ore rnRert fd . A "— 2 5 
* ws) tat 8 


5 2 
1 — er ; Ty CO” > CE * K 


"Gs 0 N 1 E N 5 8. wo 

a ? Pics. - 
Chap. I Obfervations on venereal fin; py | 
be di ferent | appearances of LT com 


|  plaints i in general, ; x 
Chap. II. On the virulent Gonorrhes, e 
Chap. III. On Gleets, — „ 
Chap. IV. On fovelled Te efticles, 1 63 


Chap. V. On the inflammation or  feirrhoſ ty 
of the boo fate gland, 


Chap. On 8 Iſchury and 9 

Chap. III On venereal Ulcers, = 

Chap. VIII. On Phymofes, yy” 

Chap. IX. On Paraphymoſis, - 

Chap. X. On venereal Buboes, — 

Chap. XI. Onthes pris or venereal di eaſe. +3 
in particular, 139 


Chap. XII. On Mercurial Preparations 3 in ge- 
neral, with a ſynoptical view of all the dif- 


ferent mercurial preparations, - 153 
Chap. XIII. On Mercurial Preparations in 
particular, — 164 
I. On mercurial Frifions, 1 
II. On mercurial Fumigations, 176 
III. On ſaline and other mercurial pre- 
parations, | ibid. 
IV. On Ptyaliſm or Salwvation . 
15 cure, 197 


N Chap XIV. Of the reaſons why certain Ve= _ 
nereal Complaints do not yield to mercury, 198 
Chap p. XV. On other Remedies recommended 

for curing the ey . — 206 
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XVI. On. particular venere. 
_ plaints, which require à peculiar method gy 
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I. On the venereal Opht nia, Th wid d. 
„ Mg II. On wenereal Sore- throat, 214 | 
* III. On venereal Inpoteney, OR 
. IV. On venereal Com 
e N 1 1 5 1 
. On venereal Excreſcences, 
Ry | Wigan, candylomata, warts, c. 21 8 
. vi  Onvenereal pains,ſþa ms, &c. "a | 
I8gu different parts the body, 221 
1 VII. On venereal Tumors, and bes 
33421 T leerationt of the bones, © id. 
Chap. XVII. On venereal Complaints di ifeuſed, 
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uch as conſum tions, rheumatiſin, fevers, &. 2 2 27 


n venereal Complaints incur= 


able by mercury, — 239 
Chap. XIX. On ſome Prejudices e ; 
aha the venereal diſeaſe, and its cure, 234 
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or infected with the n diſeaſe, 5 
or ſyphilis *, when the venereal poiſon, = 
RP Le into the ſyſtem, and t | 
_ duces! its: peculiar effects. Theſe effects or fymp=' 
ws are: telcers Oe: the mouth, fauces, and ſkin, = 


pains al ſwelling . I 


Ng as the effects of the 
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and ela, 8 a8 it you woul ſay, amor  porcinus; or W be-. 
ther it owes its origin to ſome other derivation, is uncertain: . - | 
In French it is called La maladie venerienne, La verole, -CTc-r-̃ 
Grande verole; in German; Luſfſeuchè ; in Latin, Lues uss 
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poiſon are *confitied to the . the e dilorder is 
not called a ſyphilis, lues venerea, or pox; but 
diſtinguiſhed by ſome particular names, according 
to its different appearances; - ſuch as a gonorrhcea, 
CRANTLE, bubo, &c. | 
Concerning the nature of the venereal poiſon, 
we know nothing more than we do about that of 
the ſmall-pox, or any other contagion ; we know 
only that it produces ſuch and ſuch effects, which 
yield to a. particular mode of treatment. Like 
other contagions, it requires ſome time after being 
applied to the human body, before it produces that 
Fermentation (if 1 may be allowed the expreſſion) 
which brings on the diſorder. It is not known 
whether the poiſon has different degrees of acri- 
mony and volatility, or whether it 1s always the 
ſame in its nature, varying only with regard to the 
particular part to which it is applied, or according 
to the different habit and conſtitution, or particu- 
lar wdufpncraſy, of the perſon who receives the in- 
fection. We know that mercury poſſeſſes a cer- 
tain and ſpecific power of deſtroying the venereal 
virus: but we are quite uncertain, whether it 
acts by its ſedative, aſtringent, or evacuant 
lity; or if not rather by a chemical elective wat 
traction, whereby both ſubſtances uniting with one 
another, are changed into a third, which is no 
more hurtful, but has ſome new properties, entire- 
| 6 diſtinct from thoſe of the two former. 

The variolous contagion, we know, produces 
its effects in about twenty or twenty-four days 
after the infection is received from the atmoſphere, 

and eight or ten days if by inoculation. But with 
25 | regard 
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regard to the vradreds virus, we are leſs a | 
with the period. | At ſome times, and perhaps 
in particular perſons, it requires a longer time to 
produce its effects, than at other times, or in other 
perſons. I have ſeen chaneres ariſe in the ſpace 
of twelve hours, nay in a ſtill ſhorter time, indeed 
I might ſay a few minutes, after impure coition; 
whereas in others they make their appearance only 
in as many days. The generality of men feel the 
firſt ſymptoms of a gonorrhœa on the ſecond, third, 
or fifth day after an impure coitus; but there are 
caſes where they are not obſerved till after as 
many weeks or months. About ten years ago, 1 
was conſulted by a perſon in whom a violent diſ- 

charge from the glans, along with a phymoſis, 
but without any chancres, took place four weeks 
after infection; though, during all that interval, 
he felt not the leaſt ſymptom of the diſeaſe. Some 
years ago a young man went out in ſeemingly 
perfect health to the Eaſt Indies; but on his arri- 
val in that hot climate, after a voyage of four 
months, a violent gonorrhœa broke out before he 
went on ſhore, though he could have received no 
infection during the voyage, as there was not a wo- 
man on board. 

How long the venereal — may Jutk.4 in the 
| body itſelf, after it has been abſorbed into the maſs, 
before it produces any ſenſible effects, is a matter 
of equal uncertainty. There is ſcarce a practi- 
tioner who has not obſerved inſtances of its re- 
maining harmleſs for weeks, or even months, in 
the body. I have had acceſs to obſerve a caſe, 


1 after lying dormant for half a Feats ir; 
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the following. 1nſtance is ſtill more extraordi- 
nary. Some years ago I was conſulted by a gen- 
tleman about a ſore throat, which I A Ad to be 

| venereal, My patient was aſtoniſhed, and aſſured 
me, that for nine years paſt he had not had the 
leaſt venereal complaint, nor had any reaſon to 
believe he had ſince received any infection. But 
at that time he had been in the Eaſt Indies, where 
he laboured under a virulent gonorrhœa. On his 
return to Europe, being to appearance in perfect 
health, he married, and continued perfectly free 
of any ſuch complaint ever ſince. By a mercurial 
courſe, however, the complaint for which he ap- 

plied to me was completely removed. 

In ſome perſons the venereal poiſon more parti- 
_ > cularly attacks the throat, where it produces ul- 
cerations; while in others it exerts its virulence 
on the ſkin or bones. Whilſt the greateſt part of 
mankind are thus eaſily affected by this poiſon, 
there are ſome few who ſeem to be altogether un- 
ſuſceptible of the contagion, and run every riſk 
without ſuffering in the ſmalleſt degree; juſt as 
„ ſome cannot be infected with the variolous con- 
1 tagion, though they go into infected places, and 
q expoſe themſelves to every hazard by which the 
diſeaſe is generally communicated. Some are more 
liable to be infected than others ſeemingly of the 
ſame habit; and thoſe who have been once infected 
are more liable to catch the contagion a ſecond 
time, than thoſe who never were infected before 
with the diſeaſe, | The ſame difference is obſervable 
in 0 eee made by the diſeaſe after the pa- 
tient 
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tient is infected. 515 Winz the reap is flow, 
and the diſeaſe appears ſcarce to gain any ground : 
while in others it advances with the utmoſt rapi- 
dity, and ſoon Promuees the moſt terrible pe 5 
toms, _ 

At what time this dreadful. Wale the very 
idea of which poiſons the ſource of happineſs, 
was firſt known among mankind, is a matter 1 
cannot pretend to decide. Even the time of its 
firſt appearance in Europe, and whence it was im- 
ported thither, is uncertain, Thus much we may 
venture to affirm, that we have no authentic proofs 
of its having exiſted among the ancient Greeks 
and Romans; though theſe undoubtedly were as 
licentious as their poſterity, whether barbarous or 
refined. Some diſtempers are mentioned by an- 
cient writers, which might ſeem to intimate the 
exiſtence of the venereal diſtemper from the earlieſt 
antiquity. Such are, perhaps, the dz/charge men- 
tioned in the book of Leviticus, the diſeaſe of Job, 
and that related in the Pſalms of David; the or- 
roding ulcers of the prepuce and. glans, the dis 
charge of thin ſanious matter from the pems, the 
mortification and cancer of the penis, the phagedænio 
ulcer of” the ſame, the warts of the prepuce and 
glands, condylomata ad anum, the ſwelled igſticles 
ariſing without external contuſion, all mentioned by 
Celfus, l. vi. cap. xvut. De obſcenarum partium vitus, 
and deſcribed as obſtinate diſeaſes, and hardly cu- 
rable without the hot iron. But whether theſe 
have been modifications of our more modern ſy- 
philitic pe or diſorders of a quite different 
| | x A 3 +; ere 5 
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nature, is s what 10 cannot take upon me to deter- 
mine. "TE 
That the e diſorder; However, did realty 
exiſt in Europe before the return of Columbus 
from his firſt voyage to the Caribbee iſlands in 
1493, is not only probable, for the reaſons alleged 
by Dr Sanc hex, in his D iſertation fur Porigine de 
la maladie venerienne, and in his Examen hifto- 
rigue fur Papparition de la maladie vencrienne en 
Europe; but confirmed to me, though contrary to 
the opinion of Dr Aſtruc, by the 4th law given 
in the manuſcript ſtatutes, De aiſciplina Lupanaris 
publici Avenionen ſis (Avignon), made in the year 
1347, by Queen Joanna I. After other regula- 
tions, the law proceeds thus: Jubet Regina 
© Sabbato quilibet a Bayliva una cum chirurgo a 
« confulibus propoſito, mulieres meritorias fingu- 
las luftrari; quotcunque in lupanari proſtant. 
Et ſi qua ſeortatione ægritudinem ullam con- 
550 traxerit, a cæteris ſeponi ut ſeorſim habitet, ne 
8e ſui copiam facere poſſit; ut morbi præcaveantur 
te qui a juvenibus poſſent concipi.” Which may be 
thus tranſlated: The Queen further orders, that 
« every one of the women kept in that bawdy-houſe 
„ ſhould be viſited every Saturday by the mother 
e abbeſs, together with a ſurgeon appointed by the 
17 magiſtrates for this purpoſe; and if there be any 
„ who have contracted ſome diſeaſe by ſcortation, 
the ſame ſhould be ſeparated from the reſt, and 
ebe ſhut up in a Private room, ſo that ſhe may not 
% * he with any man, in order to avoid by theſe means 
= - f**'the diſorders which might be communicated by 
=  oVherto young men.” See Aftruc De morb. vener. 
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5 34. But all this will. be made very ſoon nil 
more probable from the light thrown on the ſub- 
ject by the learned and ingenious Dr Henſler, from 
old authentic manuſcripts diſcovered by him. 

It is a queſtion, whether, the venereal poiſon can 
be abſorbed into the ſyſtem, without a previous 
affection of the genitals or ſome other parts of 
the ſurface of the body; and indeed this is with 
me ſtill a matter of doubt. Though I have for 
fifteen years examined all the caſes which fell un- 
der my inſpection, with a view to determine this 
queſtion, I have not met with one well-authenti- 
cated fact which could determine me to take the 
affirmative. ' I have never ſeen a fingle perſon af- 
fected with this diſeaſe for the f time, without 
ſome previous appearance, either of a running, or 
a venereal ulcer, in ſome part or other of the 
body, eſpecially of the genitals; though indeed 1 
have met with ſeveral inſtances where the patient 
had imagined himſelf radically cured of ſuch com- 
plaints long before. In ſome caſes, I have, on a 
cloſe examination, diſcovered very {mall venereal 
ulcers, where the patient himſelf knew nothing of 
them; in others, where the patients have aſſerted, 
that they were infected without any previous dif 
eaſe of the ſurface, they have, on a ſtrict inquiry, 
confeſſed that they had güde had chancres, or 


ulcers of a doubtful nature, on the thigh, ſcro- 


tum, &c. or even the pox itſelf, one, two, or more 
years before, though they had long imagined them- 


ſelves perfectly = ically: cured. I have in- 


deed been told by ſome eminent phyſicians, that 
buboes ſometimes ariſe without any previous run- 


A4 ning 
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ning or A erthinz but as I's ſack- caſe ever fell 
under my inſpedtion, 1 un ſtill remain in uncer- 
Wit). „ Gong 


It has been aſſerted, even by e nes writers, ö 


that this diſeaſe may be caught by lying in the 
ſame bed with or after an infected perſon. But 


this, from the moſt accurate obſervations and ex- 


periments I have made upon the ſubject, IJ have 
never been able to confirm. Nor do we ever ſee 
nurſes infected in the Lock Hoſpital, where they 
live night and day with patients in all ſtages of the 


diſtemper. The fact ſeems to be, that patients are 
apt to impoſe upon themſelves, or upon phyſicians 
and ſurgeons, with regard to this matter; and the 
above opinion eaſily gains ground among the vul- 
gar, eſpecially in countries where ſuperſtition is 
more prevalent, or where they are more influenced 
by their ſervile ſituation in life, or other circum- 


ſtances. Hence we ſometimes hex the: moſt ridi- 


culous accounts given in thoſe countries, by friars 
and ſoldiers, of the manner in which they: were in- 


fected with this diſeaſe. 


Another queſtion, which I am calls ble 
to decide, is, Whether the venereal poiſon ever 
infects any fluid of our body beſides the mu- 
cus and lymphatic ſyſtem? Hence I am in 
doubt, whether the venereal poiſon in an infected 
woman ever affects the milk, and conſequently 


whether the infection can thus be conveyed to the 


infant by the milk alone, without any venereal 


ulcers on or about the nipples. It is equally a 
matter of uncertainty to me, whether the venereal 


diſeaſe i 1s ever conveyed from an infected father or 
| es mother, 


a Aoi coition,” to the SHES Net. 0 
their genitals are ſound; or, whether a child is ever 
infected in the uterus of a diſeaſed mother, Such 
infected infants as came under my obſervation, 
and that of my friends, whoſe practice affords 


them frequent opportunities of ſeeing new- born 
infants, ſeemed rather to militate againſt the opi- 


nion. Neither I myſelf, nor any of my friends, 
have been able to obſerve ulcers of a venereal kind 
upon children when firſt born; and ſuch as make 
their appearance four, ſix, eight, or more days 
afterwards, on the genitals, anus, lips, mouth, 
&c. or the diſcharge like a gonorrhœa, which 
ſometimes takes place in them, may probably be 
ſuppoſed to ariſe by infection, during the paſſage, 
from ulcers in the vagina of the mother, the ſkin 
of the infant being then nearly as tender as thoſe 


parts which are not covered with the cuticle in 


adults; and this is perhaps the only time when an 
abſorption of the venereal poiſon might take place 
without a e excoriation or vier of. the 
kin. 2 3 0 

All the ways, F by which the ay a. 
poiſon may be communicated from an unhealthy 


to an healthy perſon, re be der to the fol- 


lowing heads. 


1. The moſt frequent W is, by the cnitiab 


of an healthy ea. with another who is infected, 


either with a venereal gonorrhea, or venereal ul- 


cers of the genitals, 


2. By the coition of an healthy pam with 


another apparently healthy, in whoſe genitals the 


ama lies concealed, without having yet Produced 


any 
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bw any bad 8 1 a woman Who has. 


perhaps received an infection from a man two or 
three days before, may, during that time, infect, 
and often does infect, another man, without ha- 
ving any ſymptom of the diſeaſe viſible upon her- 
ſelf; and, vice verſa, a man r infect a woman 
in the ſame manner. 
3. By fucking; In this . the nigiples of the 
vet nurſe may be infected by venereal ulcers in 
the mouth of the child; or, vice verſa, the nip- 
ples of the nurſe being infected, will occaſion ve- 
nereal ulcers in the child's noſe, mouth, or lips. 
4. By expoſing to the contact of the veneral 
poiſon any part of the body either covered with 
the cuticle or not, by kiſſing, touching, &c. eſpe- 
cially if the parts ſo expoſed have been previouſſy 
excoriated, wounded, or ulcerated, by any cauſe 
whatever. In this manner, we frequently ſee ve- 
nereal ulcers ariſe in the ſcrotum and thighs; and 
there are ſome well-atteſted- inftances - where the 
infection took place in the hands of midwives or 
ſurgeons. I have likewiſe ſeen venereal ulcers 
* in the noſtrils, eye-lids, and lips, of 
perſons who had touched the genitals either of 
themihves or others affected with the gonorrhea 
or venereal ulcers, and then rubbed their noftrils, 
Kc. with their fingers, without Fenn, nh 
ing their hands. 

. By wounding any bt of the body with a 
cet or knife infected with the venereal virus. 
In this there is a ſimilarity between the venereal 
poiſon and that of the ſmall- pox. We have ſeve- 
ral n of the latter being produced by bleed 


ing 
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ing with a landet hich INE Bt ORD; em- 
ployed for the purpoſe of inoculation, or of open 
ing variolous puſtules, without being properly 
cleaned afterwards; and Van Swieten relates ſeve- 
ral inſtances where the lues was communicated by 
a ſimilar careleſſneſs in cleaning the inſtrument 
uſed in bleeding or ſcarification. We had laſt year 
a melancholy example here of a young lady, who 
having drawn a decayed tooth, and replaced it 
with one taken immediately from a young woman 
apparently in health, was ſoon after affected with 
an ulcer of the mouth. The ſore manifeſted itſelf 
to be of a venereal nature: but ſuch was its obſti- 
nacy, that it reſiſted even the moſt powerful -mer- 
curial remedies, terminating at laſt in a caries of 
the maxilla, with a moſt ſhocking eroſion of the 
mouth and face, by which the unhappy patient 
was deſtroyed; and all this without the ſmalleſt 
diſorder beth perceived in the woman from whom 
the ſound tooth was procured. 0 O18" BIO 
No branch of the medical art an to my mee 
Hedge, received ſo many valuable improvements 
from modern practice as the treatment of the dif- 
ferent venereal complaints; and I believe, that, 
amongſt the various diſeaſes to which mankind are 
ſubject, there is none of which the cure is no-w- 
more eaſy and certain than the venereal diſeaſe, if 
Properly and judiciouſly treated; but when ne- 
glected, or unſkilfully treated, it is often rendered 
obſtinate, and Tete nearly incurable: and 
it is a well-known truth, that many ps ſuffer 
more, and have their conftitution broken, b 7 pre 
poſterous treatment in this diſeaſe; than per I 
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| oF Yo by the diſcaſe iel, if Ney had copied nothing at 


F x Vet there is ſeatec any diſeaſe whatever in 7 


3 5 5 which more people pretend to {ſkill than this; 3 


| I bs [og rene I have ſeen the diſeaſe, and all 


and, amongſt the whole herd of quacks, there 18 
ſearce one who does not pretend to ſome ſuperior. 
knowledge, or to the poſſeſſion of ſome particular 
noſtrum, which he ſets forth as an infallible re- 
medy for this diſorder in all its various ſtages, 
Thus, with conſummate impudence, he impoſes 
on ſuch patients as have the misfortune to fall into 
his hands, and who ſooner or later are See 
ſure to ſuffer ſeverely for their credulity. It is, 
however, certain, that to be able to cure This diſ- 
temper in all its various ſtages, requires not only 
à great degree of judgment in the choice and 
doſe of the medicines, but likewiſe ſuch a thorough 
knowledge of the conſtitution of the patient, as is 
not to be dee but by a long experience and 
judicious obſervation. Hence more than common, 
abilities are often requiſite perfectly and radically 
to eure a confirmed lues, or venereal complaints 
which have been prepoſterouſly treated. The great 
number of unfortunate victims to ignorance and 
rapacity, Which we daily obſerve, are but ſo anf 
confirmations of the truth of this aſſertion. | 
From the moſt authentic accounts, it cannot be 
doubted: that venereal complaints were formerly 
much more violent, dreadful, and even not unfre- 
quently. fatal. This is generally imputed to the 
more malignant nature of the poiſon at that time; 
and it is imagined that afterwards it grew more 
mild. But this ſeems to me to be deſtitute of any 
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8 its ant ie not in ten or twenty, but un)” 
hundreds of inſtances, as violent and inveterate as 
ever deſcribed by any author of the 16th or 17th _} 
century. All that can be ſaid is, that we ſee thoſe 4 
dreadful complaints now more ſeldom in Europe inn 
general. This, I think, is not owing to the diffe= _ =} 
rence of climate, as ſome might imagine; but to the 
improvements made in the treatment of this diſ-. 
eaſe, and more eſpecially to the enlightened prin- 
ciples of humanity ſpreading all over Europe, and 
happily ſucceeding the barbarous ſuperſtition and 
cruelty of former times. We no longer abhor or 
expoſe thoſe poor unhappy wretches on the dung- 
hill, or let them die, as the Kalmucks do their 
brethren and children affected with the ſmall- 
pox, without giving them the leaſt aſſiſtance: 
both ſexes, being in our times leſs expoſed to 
the prejudice of others, apply ſooner for relief, 
and get the ſame eaſier by more humane and 
better inſtructed perſons; and I am perſuaded it 
is -owing principally to this, that the diſeaſe 
is not only leſs frequent, but in all its differ- 
ent ſymptoms leſs violent, in this capital, than in 
any other in Europe. People of the lower claſs I 
have not only ſo many hoſpitals. or diſpenſaries, I» 
where they get advice and medicines from unpre- 
judiced, inſtructed perſons, for nothing; but thoſe 
of the female fex, who would be perhaps detained 
by ſhame from applying to ſuch a place, find eafily 
a gentleman who gives them money to ſupport 
them during their miſerable ſituation, and as eaſily 
a medical man who cures them without expecting 
any remuneration whatſoever, I know this 18 no- | 
125 - | Es | | where 4* 4 
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5 . ee por oath the f of 
phyſicians and furgeons, not having the advantage 
of ſuch a liberal education; have more confined no- 


5 tions, and often but a very ſuperficial knowledge of 


this diſeaſe. Our phyſicians and ſurgeons do not 
think themſelves authoriſed to reproach their vene- 
real patients with their miſery in a rude and inhu- 
man manner, or to let theſe poor creatures ſuffer, 
in order to pleaſe God Almighty, as inſtruments of 
his vengeance, or think themſelves appointed by 
Heaven to punith/: rather than relieve them, as I 
have a thouſand times heard even in great capitals 

in different parts of the continent. Our magi- 
ſtrates and police do not force theſe wretches into 
a priſon,” or into an hoſpital, not much different 
from a priſon, but put in their way all poſ- 
ſible means to procure relief for themſelves. In 
other countries, where government purſues a dif- 
ferent plan, where patients have no place of re- 
ſort, where they are expoſed to die of hunger 
during the cure, or where they are even intimi- 
dated from applying in time, in thoſe countries I 
have frequently ſeen the diſorder in its moſt horrid 
ſtages, almoſt unknown in this country. In ſhort, 
let a perſon make the tour of Europe, and only 
take notice of the venereal patients, as well thoſe 
who are confined in hoſpitals, as thoſe who live or 
die unnoticed, under the moſt horrid ſymptoms of 
this diſeaſe, in their private abodes; and he will be 
able to form as ſolid a judgment of the compara- 
tive progreſs. of enlightened principles of govern- 
ments in different countries, from theſe obſerva- 
tions, as from any other inquiry whatſoever. He 
4 will 
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will be aſtoniſhed to find at this N tuch a differ- 

ence between the ſeveral governments with regard 
to barbarity and; humanity, as I found with reſpect 
to ſcience, not many years ago, between two mo- 
dern univerſities ; I mean Gottingen and Louvain. 
In the one, every inſtitution is calculated to incul- 
cate upon the minds of young men every kind of 
uſeful knowledge, and the moſt liberal principles 
of philanthropy ; whereas, in the other, every 
thing ſeems to conſpire to keep the youth in ſu- 
perſtition and ignorance, and to engrave in their 
hearts all the principles of intolerance, and hatred 
of true learning of every kind, for which we now 
ſo juſtly blame our forefarhers. 

J have at leaſt hitherto found the frequency and 
the violence of venereal; complaints in different 
countries, to be exactly in proportion to the de- 
gree in which learning is encouraged by govern- 
ment, and liberal principles diſſeminated among 
the people. From theſe obſervations, I am con- 
vinced, that if a Judicious plan, with proper regu- 
lations and precautions, was adopted by any go- 
vernment, in whatever climate, all the violent ſymp- 
toms of the venereal diſeaſe would not only be 
rendered uncommon, but the diſeaſe itſelf might 
be, if not entirely eradicated, at leaſt its frequency 
greatly diminiſhed; but ſuch a plan, though eaſily 
conceived and executed; ſeems not yet adapted to 
the taſte of the preſent age, but perhaps rather 
calculated for our humane and more enlightened 
poſterity. 3123 REAL RD | 
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7 HE nj: Gomenbes#, or 2 is a en 
inflammation, attended er the diſcharge of 
a puriform matter from the urethra in men, and 
from the vagina in women; accompanied with a 
frequent deſire of making water, which occaſions 
a ſcalding, or pricking and burning pain, during 
the time of its paſſage; and ariſing from any 
ſtimulus applied to thoſe parts, provided it be ſuf- 
ficiently ſtrong. Sometimes, by the violence of 
the 0 the ſeeretion 8 mucus ſeems to be 
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* The name Gonorrhœa is ine t the hails your 
genitura, ſemen, and 5s, fue, i. e. fuxus ſeminis 5 which is 
a very improper name for the diſorder in queſtion, becauſe 1 
conveys an erroneous idea. The name Gonorrhea implies a 
diſcharge of ſemen, which never takes place in this diſorder: 
If a Greek name is to be retained, I would call it Blennorrha: 
gia, from Sov, mucus, and ftv, Auo, i. e. Mucifluxus (activus) 
and thus diſtinguiſh it both from real gonorrhœas, and from 
gets, to which latter I would give the name Blenorrhza, Muci- 
| Fuxus: (paſſtvut), i. e. without phlogiſtic ſymptoms. In Eng- 
liſh, the, diſeaſe is commonly called a Clap, from clapping; 
nin German, a Tripper, from dripping z z, and in French, a 
1 Chaude-piſſe, from the heat and ſcalding in making water: 
names derived from the principal ſymptoms of the diſeaſe. See 
5 * Neſological Table of this diſeaſe at the end of the Soong 
chapter. 
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1 
totally 
niſhed, fu that no diſcharge, or only a very ſmall 
one, takes place, tho the other ſymptoms rage with 
the utmoſt violence. In this caſe, the diſeaſe has 
obtained the very improper name of gonorrhea ſicca, 
as if we were to ſay, fluxus ſeminis ſine fluxu, An- 
other ſymptom is a violent pain during erection, 
from the tenſion of the frænum, which has obtain 
ed the peculiar name of Chordeè; but as theſe 
diſtinctions denote only the violence of ſome par- 
ticular en, chere i is no occaſion for retaining 
them. 
This ditemper;. we may e 1. Is a local 
inflammation; and therefore, like all others of 
the ſame kind, does but ſeldom affect the whole 
ſyſtem. 2. The diſcharge, though the matter has 
a purulent appearance, is not a real pus, much 
leſs ſemen, as ſome patients fancy. The matter 
diſcharged is nothing elſe but merely the mucus 
of the urethra or vagina ſecreted in a larger quan- 
tity than uſual, and changed in its colour and con- 


Gfiemce by the ſtimulus applied to the parts; like 


the mucous diſcharge from the noſe or lungs in 
a coryza, or cough from cold, where the mucus 


aſſumes nearly the ſame appearance. It is an er- 


roneous notion, that this diſcharge ariſes always 
from an ulcer in the urethra. In ninety-nine out 
of an hundred gonorrhœas, perhaps, there is nU 
ſuch thing as an ulcer; but the diſeaſe is merely 
a ſuperficial inflammation of the internal mem- 
brane. of the urethra, like that above mentioned 
of the mucous membrane of the noſe or lungs 
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from cold *, For in this laſt caſe, though the: ifs 

YA © Goin has much the appearance of purulent matter, 
we know that it never proceeds from an ulcer in 
the noſe or lungs. Thus we may eaſily account for 
the quantity of the matter diſcharged ;'and have 
no reaſon to be ſurpriſed, that ſo large an excre- 
tion as is frequently obſerved in violent gonor- 
rhœas, ſhould ſo little affect the conſtitution: 
while if an equal quantity of ſemen, or real pus, 
was diſcharged, we would find the eonſtitution 
and ſtrength of our patients materially injured; 
Which is, however, but ſeldom the caſe, even in 
the moſt virulent gonorrhœas. 3. I have ſaid, 


that ings e ni ip en from any ſtimulus 
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= This has deln Haag rather W "than proved. by 
 # any direct fact. Anatomiſts examining the urethra of men 
who: had labaured during their lifetime repeatedly under go- 
norrhoeas, found, after death, no cicatrix in the urethra ; and 
thence the concluſion was Irawn, that gonorrhœas were ge- 
nerally not accompanied with an ulceration. This, however, 
would, in my opinion, prove little or nothing; as we ſee 
daily, that chancres on the prepuce or glans, though” ſome- 
times pretty deep, go off, and are a ſhort time after ſo oblite- 
rated, that not the leaſt mark of a former ulcer or cicatriſation 
3s to be ſeen, To conclude thence, that there has never been 
any ulcer, becauſe in ſuch a cadaver we find no eicatriſation 
on the prepuce or glans, would in this eaſe be evidently wrong, 
10 But what anatomiſts have hitherto only ſuppoſed, is now made 
| evident by my friend Dr Stoll, Profeſſor of the Practice of 
_ Phyfic at Vienna. He had two years ago the inſtructive op- 
pPortunity of diſſecting a man who died in his hoſpital, while 
labouring under a virulent gonorrhœa. On opening the ure- 
thra carefully, he found its internal ſurface. preternaturally 
red; two of the lymphatics preternaturally white and 'enlar- 
ged; and the puriform matter oozing out from the internal 
membrane, eſpecially at the lacuna, where the ſeat of the 
diforder was, without the leaſt appearance of an ulceration or 
excoriation. 
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of ruficient power, "plied to the bene To ait 
cuſs. this latter ſubject more fully, I ſhall conſider 
it under the three following heads. - 
I. I am of opinion, that virulent gonorrhceas, 
< ariſing from an external cauſe, are actually ex- 
cited by the ſtimulus applied to the cavity of the 
+ urethra itſelf; and that conſequently, in coi- 
tion, the viculent mucus of the vagina is driven, 
or, if I might ſay fo, forced into the urethra, and 
not, as ſome writers have imagined, abſorbed by 
the 1ymphatics of the glans penis, and thence de- 
poſited at the lacuna under the frænum.— lf ſuch 
an abſorption actually took place, we would every 
day obſerve virulent runnings ſeated low down in 
the urethra, as well as under the frenum ; whereas 
this is ſeldom or never the caſe. The ſeat of theſe 
gonorrhœas is always originally in the lacuna un- 
der the frænum; and thoſe which are found to 
have their ſeat at the curvatura penis, or lower 
down in the urethra, are not ſo at the commence- 
ment of the diſeaſe, or ariſe from an internal cauſe. 
What has been ſaid of the impoſhbility of ſuch an 
immediate application of the virus to the inſide of 
the urethra, becauſe its orifice is cloſely ſhut up 
during erection, and therefore admits not of any 
ſuch introduction, appears to me only to be rea- 

— from an ill- grounded theory *. ; 
B 2 A. 
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* What is ſaid here relates pally to theſe — which 
* from a cauſe externally applied. But though venereal 
gonorrhœas do generally ariſe from an external cauſe, it 1s 
highly probable to me, that they may ſometimes, be excited 
by the poiſon depoſited from the mats, as we lee not unfte- 


quently * regard to chancres. 
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n 1 ſhall prove, both from well-eſtabliſhed 
1 and from practical obſervations, that 
gonorrhceas not only may, but moſt frequently 
6 &; ariſe from the ſame venereal poiſon which, 
applied to other parts of the body, produces 
& chancres, or other ſymptoms of the lues.“ 
It has of late been afferted, even by ſome phy- 
|, |. ficians of eminence, that the poiſon which pro- 
duces a gonorrhœa is different from that which 
produces the lues; and ſeveral ſpecious arguments 
have been brought in favour of this paradoxical 
opinion. This diſpute concerning the nature of 
gonorrhœas, leads me into a diſcuſſion the more 
agreeable, as it is of conſiderable importance in 
practice, and as experiments and obſervations will, 
I think, enable me to prove not only the contrary, 
but perfectly to reconcile the different opinions, 
and thus ſet the matter in a clear light, and free 
it from that obſcurity in which it has been hi- 
therto involved. I enter therefore into the diſcuſ- 
on of this ſubject with the conſideration of the 
different reaſons alleged for that favourite doc- 
trine. 
Fir, It is ſaid, That the poiſon which produces 
* gonorrhea . never, like that of chaucres, pro- 
duce any venereal ſymptoms in the maſs, or the lues 
\#ſelf. To this I reply, that though a lues is 
ſeldom produced by a gonorrhea, yet we are 
by no means to look upon this as univerſally 
true. The reaſon why gonorrhœas do not, like 
. chancres, conſtantly produce the lues, is, that 
mmoſt of them, if not ill treated, excite only a ſu- 
Perficial inflammation in the internal membrane 


of 
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of the urethra, without any ulceration. Hence ab- 
ſorption cannot eaſily take place, the poiſon being 
out of the courſe of the cireulation. But I have ſeen 
gonorrhceas, through  injudicious treatment, or 
where the diſeaſe had been-originally accompanied 
with an ulcer of the urethra, followed by the moſt 
unequivocal ſymptoms of the lues itſelf. The 
reaſon why the venereal poiſon indeed, when ap- 
plied to the urethra, does not ſo frequently pro- 
duce ulcers as when applied to the glans, prepuce, 
and other external parts, is, that the internal mem- 
brane of the urethra is defended by a large quan- 
tity of mucus, the ſecretion of which is moreover 
augmented, ſometimes-to a ſurpriſing degree, by 
the preſent ſtimulus. As long- as this mucus is 
ſecreted in ſuch abundance, the poiſon is invelo- 
ped, the urethra defended, and thus the forma- 
tion of ulcers effectually prevented; but if, either 
from the violence of the irritation, or from any 
other cauſe, this ſecretion is diminiſhed, or if by 
improper injections the mucus be waſhed away 
while ſome of the poiſon remains, I am of opi- 
nion, from more than twenty inſtances which oc- 
curred to me, that, in nine ſuch caſes out'of ten, 
an excoriation or ulceration of the urethra, and 
| ſubſequent pox, will be as certainly the conſe- 
quence, as from venereal ulcers in any other part 
of the body. If there was the ſame quantity of 
mucus between the prepuce and the glans, as there 
is in the cavity of the urethra, we would as ſel- 
dom ſee ulcers there as we ſee in the urethra in 
caſes of ſimple gonorrhœa. We obſerve, that 
when the poiſon meets _ with a large e 
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of i mucus, as is ſometimes the caſe, it then pro- | 
- dances no ulcers, but only a great ſecretion of puri- 
form mucus, which f is cen a gonorrhea ſfpuria, 
but might with more propriety be termed a Blen- 
norrhagia balam, i. e. an active diſcharge from the 
glans or corona glandis. The reaſon why this 
kind of running is leſs frequent than thoſe from 
the urethra, appears to me to be, the ſmall quantity 
of mucus which in moſt people is ſecreted in theſe 
parts; whence the virus, not being ſufficiently dilu- 
ted, commonly produces theſe eroſions, or vene- 
real ulcers, called chancres.— This likewiſe receives 
2 conſiderable confirmation from the well-known 
fact, that women very ſeldom have chancres in 
the vagina, though very frequently in the labia 
pudendi and nymphæ. The mere want of a ſuf- 
ficient quantity of mucus on the latter, accounts, 

in my opinion, ſufficiently for this effect. 

Secondly, They maintain, that the poiſon of the 
gonorrhea never produces chancres, and that the poi- 
en of chancres never produces a gonorrhza.—In con- 
firmation of this aſſertion it has been ſaid, that a 
perſon who has chancres will never communicate 
any other complaint but chancres, and that a per- 
ſon who has a gonorrhœa cannot communicate 
any thing but a gonorrhœa. I will not deny that 
this is frequently the cafe; but repeated and at- 
tentive obſervation authoriſes me to ſay, that, like 
too many other medical writers, they have drawn 
a general concluſion from a few obſervations fa- 
vourable to their own preconceived opinion. For 
in many caſes where I bad occaſion to examine 

5 boch parties, I have been convinced, that chancres 
ws Were 
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-were communicated by a perſon affected i * 
ſimple virulent gonorrhea; and, vice verſa, that 
a vitulent gonorrhœa had been the conſequence of | 
an infection from a perſon having ſimple chancres 
only. But there is a more ſtriking proof tan 
this, which has not been taken notice of, viz. 
if a patient afflicted with a venereal running 
does not take care to keep the prepuce and glans 
perfectly clean, chancres will very often be pro- 
duced, the cauſe of which may evidently be traced 
to the matter of the gonorrhea. This-.is one of 
the principal reaſons why in ' caſes of gonorrhœa 
we inſiſt ſo much on the parts being kept clean; 
experience having taught us, that chancres fre- 
quently ariſe from negligence in this particular, 
even ſometimes after the running has conſiderably 
abated, For the ſame reaſon, I conſtantly order 
theſe patients to keep their hands clean; having 
ſeen repeated inſtances of venereal ulcers in the 
noſe and eye-lids being the conſequence of this 
neglect. But beſides this, will any man of the 
medical profeſſion doubt, that matter taken from 
a chancre, and applied to the urethra, would not 
produce a gonorrhœa? This is an experiment 
which I certainly ſhould not venture to try on my 
ſelf. I muſt conclude, therefore, that though the 
writers who have aſſigned this ſecond reaſon may 
be right in a few caſes which fell under their own 
obſervation, they are wrong in deducing a general 
rule from a few facts; asI myſelf would be, in conclu- 
ding from ſeveral contrary inſtances which I have 
obſerved, that a gonorrhœa always communicates 


chaneres, and chancres always a gonorrhœa. Some N 
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cafes of this kind 1 have ſeen, as js 3 
where, in the faurth or fifth week of an ill- treated 
gonorrhœa, or from a neglect of external cleanli- 
neſs, chancres have been produced in places that 

Had been perfectly well before: but this ſurely 
would be a very ſlender reaſon for aſſerting, that 
ſuch is always the caſe. Theſe chancres ariſing 

from the matter of a gonorrhcea, were, to my ob- 

ſervation, conſtantly as virulent and infectious as ori- 

ginal ones; and, like theſe, when left to themſelves, 

poet. the ſame pernicious ſymptoms in the 

and if a perſon who has ſuch uleers was 

to believe that they are not venereal, nor capable 

of bringing on the lues, becauſe they ſo plainly 

originated from the matter of a gonorrhœa, he 

certainly would find himſelf moſt diſagreeably miſ- 
taken. 

Thirdly, The laſt, and, in their opinion, the 

moſt l reaſon for believing that the 

virus of a gonorrhœa, and of a confirmed lues, 

are materially different, is, as they ſay, that mer- 

cury never contributes to, or accelerates the cure of a 

= gonorrhea; but that, on the contrary, every gonor- 

= - rhea may be certainly cured without mercury, and 

Þþ without any danger of leaving the lues behind. 

To this I reply, that it is indeed a certain and 
authenticated fact, that a great many gonorrhceas 
may be, and are, cured without mercury. I have 

ſeen many inſtances, where water, drunk for a 

_ - conſiderable time, has cured the gonorrhcea fully 

as well as any medicine whatever. Nature is very 
often able to effect a cure in acute diſtempers, if 
we would allow her to proceed undiſturbed. in her 
| | operations. 
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operations. Nature, when irritated by the poiſon, 
will excite a greater ſecretion of mucus than uſual, - 
in the ſame manner as the lacrymal gland pours 
out a larger quantity of water when a grain of 
ſand falls into the eye. This larger quantity of 
mucus anſwers the purpoſe of diluting the poiſon 
as effectually as any medicine artificially injected. 
Beſides, the poiſon is by this means, not only di- 
luted, but carried off in part by the running; and 
the modern practice of curing gonorrhœas, by in- 
jecting ſweet. oil, or other mucilaginous liquors, 
into the turethra, does nothing but aſſiſt Nature i in 
this ſalutary work. | 
But though I allow that gonorrhceas may ge- 
nerally be cured without mercury, yet repeated 
experience has ſhown me, that it is not always 
poſſible to accompliſh a cure in ſuch an agree- 
able manner. In thoſe' caſes where the gonor- 
rhcea is of a milder kind, without any ulcer or 
excoriation 1n the urethra, it may certainly and 
radically be cured without uſing a grain of mer- 
cury : and though mercury ſhould be given in 
ſuch caſes internally, it cannot have the leaſt effect; 
not becauſe the,diſeaſe does not proceed from a ve- 
nereal poiſon, but becauſe it lies out of the reach 
of the circulation. N 
To what is further alleged, that mercury never 
ſhows any power in accelerating the cure of a go- 
norrhœa, I reply, That they not only confound 
the runnings which ariſe from the venereal virus, 
with thoſe which are occaſioned by other cauſes; 
but that they do not make a proper diſtinction be- 
tween the internal uſe of mercury and the topical 
6 application 
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application 6f it. 1 reid allow, that mercury 
given internally cannot cure ſimple gonorrhœas, 
as the cauſe of the diſeaſe lies out of its reach. 
But the ſame conſequence cannot be drawn con- 
cerning its topical application. I am indeed per- 
fectly convinced, not only that mucilaginous in- 
jections, combined with mild mercurial prepara- 
tions, contribute to the cure, but that they are the 
ſafeſt, ſpeedieſt, and beſt of all methods for that 
purpoſe: though I do not deny, that in ſimple go- 
norrhceas mercury applied in this way does not 
always produce beneficial effects; which, however, 
is often owing, I think, to the uſe of improper 
preparations. | 

It muſt alſo be ſerves, chat i in this diſpute the 
contending parties ſeem to have entirely over- 
looked the diftintion between the ſimple venereal 
gonorrhea, and that combined with an ulceration 
of the urethra: and of ſuch importance is it to 
attend to this diſtinction, that daily experience 
ſhows us, that runnings of the latter kind are not 
only cured more ſafely and expeditiouſly by the 
uſe of mercury, but that they are very often, if 
not always, totally incurable without it; and that 
the gleets remaining after theſe gonorrhceas, tho 
they obſtinately reſiſt all other remedies, yet fre- 
quently very readily yield to the uſe of mercury, 
either externally or internally applied. I can even 
affirm with certainty, that a gleet of this latter 
kind, of any ſtanding, can never be pace cured 
without ES 
I now proceed to examine the laſt part of this 55. 


. viz. That a gonorrhœa never leaves a lues 
behind. 
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behind; This they have, no doubt, very frequently 
obſerved ; but they Keve: fall into the ſame miſtake 
as formerly, by not diſtinguiſhing ſimple gonor- 
rhœas from thoſe accompanied with an uÞeration 
of the urethra. Indeed it muſt be allowed, that 
an abſorption cannot eaſily take place in ſimple 
gonorrhœas: though I confeſs it to be yet a 
matter of doubt with me, whether even in this 
caſe an abſorption and conſequent lues do not 
ſometimes happen; at leaſt we have not a ſufficient 
number of obſervations to determine this point with 
certainty. 

But whatever may be the caſe in ſimple. gonor- 
rhoeas, it is certain, that, when the diſeaſe is ac- 
companied with an ulcer of the urethra, the parts 
are then diſpoſed to an abſorption of the virus. In 
theſe circumſtances, I never met with a ſingle pa- 
tient in whom this abſorption did not take place; 
and, if early recourſe was not had to mercury, the 
lues moſt certainly was the conſequence. I have 
alſo met with ſeveral inſtances, where, from the 
accidental wounding of a ſmall blood-veſſel in the 
urethra by the unſkilful application of the ſyringe 


or catheter, the virus of a {imple gonorrhœa has 


been abſorbed, and produced unequivocal venereal 
ſymptoms in the ſyſtem, which, notwithſtanding 
their origin, yielded very readily to mercury. We 
may therefore aſſuredly conclude, that there are 
ſome gonorrhceas which cannot be. cured without 
mercury; though there are others which may be 
removed, without the uſe of that remedy, and 


without any bad conſequence enſuing. An ac- 
| count 
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count of ſome inſtances which came under my 
obſervation, will ſet this matter in a clearer light. - 
A young man of about twenty-three years of 
| age, in perfect health, happened to be infected 
with a {imple gonorrhea, without any other ve- 
nereal ſymptom. The running had been injudi- 
ciouſly Seer the conſequence of which was, 
a total ſuppreſſion of urine. A ſurgeon was called; 
and the patient being unable to bear any longer the 
pain from the diſtention of the bladder, recourſe 
was had to the catheter. But on approaching the 
neck of the bladder, a great reſiſtance was found, 
which prevented 'the inſtrument from being fur- 
ther introduced, though every poſſible method was 
tried, After waiting a little while, a ſecond at- 
'tempt was made, but without ſucceſs. As the 
pain increaſed, and from the accumulation of 
urine there was great danger of a rupture of the 
bladder, a paſſage for the catheter was at laſt 
forced with as little violence as poſſible; which was 
"ſucceeded by ſome drops of blood from the ure- 
thra, and followed by a large diſcharge of urine. 
By proper treatment, the patient recovered in a few 
days from this dreadful ſymptom; the gonorrhœa 
came on again; and, in a ſhort time after, he was 
thoroughly cured, as we imagined. But ſoon after, 
although there had not been the leaſt appearance of 
a chancre throughout the whole courſe of the 
diſcaſe, an exoſtoſis, with a violent pain about 
the middle of the fternum, made its appearance, 
Mercury was adminiſtered; in a few days the pa- 
tient found himſelf better, and in five weeks was 
_—_ cured Now, from an attentive conſi- 
deration 
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deration of this caſe, I would aſk-any unprejudiced 
perſon, Whether it is not reaſonable to ſuppoſe, _ 
that by fofcing in the catheter ſome veſſel. had been 
wounded, in conſequence of which the abſorption 
took place; that the patient was from that mo- 
ment infected, and afterwards cured in the ſame 
manner as if he had received the infection from a 
chancre . M or Cork ot 15545 
A gentleman of about forty years of age, who 


formerly had laboured under different gonorrhoeas 


till within theſe laſt five or ſix years, got a clap; 
which he found, as he ſaid, rather mild, without 
much pain in making water, and hardly any pain 
in erection the firſt five or ſix days; when, after 
violent exerciſe, he felt the whole urethra, - but 
eſpecially the neck of the bladder, more irritated; 
for which, however, he took nothing but a mer- 
curial phyſic, and rubbed into the perinæum ſome 
mercurial ointment every day. Theſe ſymptoms 
were nearly gone in eight days, leaving only a 
little ſoreneſs in the perinæum. But the complaint 
for which he now conſulted me was a pain in the 
e xyphoid 
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The different period of time at which the venereal diſeaſe 
and the gonorrhcea firſt appeared, has alſo been urged as an 
argument for the difference between the virus of the gonor- 

rhœa and that of the ſyphilis. But it is abſurd to oppoſe un- 
certainty to uncertainty : we are, I think, as ignorant of the 
preciſe period when the lues firſt appeared, as we are of that 
of the gonorrhcea.—lt has been aſſerted, that the inhabitants 
of the | iſlands, though afflicted with the lues, are 

yet free from the gonorrhœa. But Captain KinG, who ſuc- 
ceeded Captain Clerk in the late voyage round the world, 
aſſured me that this was falſe, and that he himſelf had ſeen 
many of them with the matter dripping from their urethra, 


* 
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i cartilage; ſo violent indeed, that he even 
could not bear the touch. I adviſed: him to rub in 
ſome more mercurial ointment into che perinzum | 
for a couple of days: when I ſaw him again, the 
Pain was not milder, but had left its former place, 
and occupied now the middle of the ſternum, 
which troubled him eſpecially laſt night. I order- 
ed him to take mercury internally; by the uſe of 
which, this complaint in a ſhort time after diſap- 
peared.—See alſo the Caſe related p. 4. 
Thus far I have anſwered the arguments which 
were adduced to prove, that the gonorrhea is 
never of a venereal nature, or, in other words, 
that it never proceeds from a poiſon of the ſame 
nature with the lues. But though I have ſhown 
that this doctrine is exceptionable, yet I am far 
from maintaining that all gonorrhceas ariſe from 
the venereal virus. On the contrary, ie 
III. I am convinced, from experiments made 
on myſelf, and from obſervations made upon 
others, that gonorrhæas are ſometimes produ- 
4 ced from other acrimonies, or ſtimuli, applied 
to the urethra, with nearly the ſame ſymptoms 
as we obſerve in a venereal gonorrhcea ;” nay, 
I am, now even inclined to. believe, that ſuch. 
gonorrhœas may ſometimes be propagated as well 
as venereal ones. Whether the gonorrhceas, of 
which we have an account in ſome ancient wri- 
ters, were of that nature, I am unable to deter- 
mine ; and therefore forbear to. enter upon the 
ſubj ect. I ſhall only juſt obſerve, that the go- 
. I am here ſpeaking of, are very dif- 


ferent from the flux of real ſemen, or from the 
flux 


flux of mucus from the proſtate gland. Theſe 
latter complaints, ariſing chiefly — a weakneſs 
of the excretories of theſe parts, occaſioned by an 
abuſe of venery, and eſpecially by maſturpation, 
do not come within my preſent plan. 0 
proceed, therefore, to the main point, viz. to 
prove, that local inflammations of the urethra, 
accompanied with the running called generally 
Gonorrhcea, are not always of a venereal nature, 
neither in men nor women. This idea firſt occur- 


red to me from having frequently obſerved in 
ſtone-horſes a' kind of running of a greentth yel- 


low matter from the urethra. ' This running, 
which ariſes from cauſes ſtill' unknown to me, I 
have ſeen laſt only for a few days, and then go 
off ſpontaneouſly. The ſame, and that more fre- 
quently, I have obſerved in dogs, without per- 
ceiving that they ſeemed to ſuffer much pain 
from it; and though indeed they continued to 
lick the part almoſt conſtantly, they were never 
affected with any ulcer of the mouth. I have 


beſides, for theſe many years paſt, been conſult- 


ed, by a variety of patients, for runnings very 
ſimilar to venereal gonorrhœas, but often ſo mild 
in their ſymptoms, and ſo ſhort in their duration, 
that I began to doubt of their venereal nature. I 
have ſeen married people, who lived together in 
the moſt perfect harmony and friendſhip, where 
the one was affected with ſuch a diſcharge for 
ſeveral days, without communicating the leaſt 
ſymptom to the other. With ſome of them I 
have been moſt intimately acquainted ; and con- 


vinced without a doubt, that they were faithfully 
attach 
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5 though the Pain continued very ſevere for half 


diſeaſe muſt have been owing to ſome other cauſe. 


perhaps owe their origin, not to the venereal poi- 
ſon, but to ſome different cauſe, either — | 


might be produced by any ſtimulus applied to 
he urethra, whether venereal or not, provided 


in my mind for ſeveral years, I determined at laſt 
or entirely overthrow it. With this view, I took 


very tharp fiery taſte. This liquor I injected into 
the urethra, compreſſing the canal with the fin- 


might be prevented from going further, and thus 


Dy of the venereal gonorrhea. The moment it 


for a fingle ſecond ; but withdrew the ſyringe, 
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Shed: to each other; - and that therefore 3 


All theſe obſervations taken to gether, led me · 
to believe, that ſome kinds of running might 


or internal. I began to ſuſpect, that a diſcharge 


it be ſufficiently acrid to excite an inflammation, 
and conſequent preternatural ſecretion of mucus 
from the urethra; juſt as coryzas, accompanied 


with a large preternaturally coloured ſecretion 


from the mucous membrane of the noſe, ariſe 
from other cauſes. Having revolved theſe ideas 


to make an experiment upon myſelf, which 
ſhould either confirm the theory I had laid down, 


fix ounces of water, and dropped into it as much 
of cauſtic volatile alkali, as gave the mixture a 
gers of my other 3 — the frænum, that it 
be applied to the very part which is generally the 


touched the inſide of the urethra, I felt ſuch an 
unſupportable pain, that I could not retain it 


much againſt my will, almoſt at the inſtant of 
injection, and the injected liquor ran out. But 


all 
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a quarter of an hour, I reſolved to make Fa 
ſecond trial. It occaſioned a more ſevere pain 
than I ever remember to have felt in my life 
before, yet I retained it for very near the Late | 
of a minute; when the pain became ſo excrucia- 
ting, that I could bear it no longer, and there- 
fore withdrew the ſyringe. I inſtantly felt a 
ſtrong defire to make water; but having taken 
this precaution before I made the experiment, I 
ſuppreſſed the inclination. I lay down on my 
ſopha, and waited the event with patience ; but 
ſo violent was the pain, that it was near an hour 
before I was able to move. I then amuſed my- 
ſelf with reading during the remainder of the 
afternoon, eat my dinner as uſual, but went early 
to bed. I was now obliged to make water, which 
I had not done ſince the time of injecting the li- 
quor. When the urine came to the place to which 
the injection had been applied, I felt a very ſe- 
vere pain, but leſs violent than what I expected. 
Having flept well during the night, I examined 
the part as ſoon as I awaked next morning, and 
found a pretty large diſcharge of puriform mat- 
ter, of the ſame greeniſh-yellow colour with 
that in virulent gonorrhœas. The pain in ma- 
king water was now greatly increaſed, and the 
following night my reſt was interrupted by 
painful involuntary erections. The morning 
after, the diſcharge was much more plentiful, 
nearly of the ſame colour, only perhaps a little 
more greeniſh ; the pain in making water, how- 
ever, was now ſo violent, that I reſolved to miti- 
gate it by injecting ſome lukewarm oil of almonds: 
| * By 
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. By this it was greatly abated; the running con- 
tinued five days, the pain all the while growing 
remarkably in in the part affected. But I now 
obſerved very diſtinctly a new inflammation ta- 
Eing place lower down in the urerhra, where I 
had felt nothing before, and where none of the 
injection had touched. This new inflammation 
began, as it ſeemed to me, at the very border of 
the former, extending itſelf lower | (oc in the 
urethra; and was followed by a copious diſ- 

charge, attended with the ſame ſymptoms as be- 
fore, and continued for ſix days; at the end of 
which, all the ſymptoms were greatly abated. But 
now, to my ſurpriſe, I felt diſtinctly the ſymptoms 
of a third inflammation taking place, extending 
from the border of the former about the capur 
gallinaginis to the very neck of the bladder, and 
attended by an ardor urinæ, and copious diſcharg e 
like the preceding. At this Iwas feriouſly ee 

for I bad cy injected the warm oil of al- 
monds three times a-day. I perceived that the in- 
flammation firſt excited by the cauſtic alkali was 
moſt evidently communicated from one part of 
the urethra to the other; whence I was afraid, 

that an inflammation of the. whole internal far- 
face of the bladder might at length enſue, and be 
attended perhaps with dangerous conſequences, In 
this ſituation I continued betwixt hope and fear 
for about ſeven or eight days; when I found at 
laſt, to my great ſatis faction, this inflammation 
gradually abate, together with the diſcharge, with- 
out, paſſing che limits of the urethra; and I was 
** freed from err 1 e of theſe three 


diſtin 
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diſtin nn as I n call them, at che 
end of the ſixth Weelt. Tt 
From "this experiment upon myſelf; oel 
with the above-mentioned obſervations, and from 
a very curious obſervation, fince related in a dif- 
ſertation publiſhed by Dr Oettinger of Tubin- 
gen, where a diſcharge from the urethra, appa- 
rently fimilar to that of a virulent gonorrheea, 
was produced by the internal uſe of olive oil, 
which had bien wrung out of red Turkiſh 
yarn; on which it had been poured before, 
the reader may judge, whether acrimonious ſab- 
ſtances, of a Aflerent kind from the venereal vi- 
rus, ſuch as cancerous ichor, or perhaps other 
ſtimull applied to the urethra, may not ſome=- 
times produce the ſame ſymptoms as the cauſtic 
did in my experiment, and the oil in Dr Oettin- 
ger's obſer vation. I certainly believe, that run- 
nings fiimilar to a gonorrhœa from the venereal 
virus, are ſometimes produced from other cauſes, 
only perhaps with milder ſymptoms, and of 
ſhorter continuance; tho' on myſelf I could not 
percei ve any difference in the colour, conſiſtence, 
or other circumſtances. And I now look upon 
the following facts as thoroughly eſtabliſfled, 
viz. 1. That gonorrhœas frequently ariſe from 
the ſame venereal poiſon applied to the inſide of 
the urethra, which, when applied to the glans, 
pr epuce, Kc. produces chancres, or when ab- 
{orbed into the ſyſtem, produces the lues; and, 
2. That there are gonorrhœas which owe their 
origin either to acrimonious ſubſtances introdu- 


8 into the urethra ab extra, or perhaps ſome- 
8. times 
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times to a more violent mechanical ſtimulus ari- 
ſing during coition, or from. ſome other cauſes 
hitherto unknown to us. Hence I divide the 
Blennorrhagias, at leaſt into two ſpecies eſſentially 
diſtinct from each other, viz. that ariſing from 
the venereal virus, which I call Blennorrbagia 
 ſyphilitica; and into that ariſing from other acrid 
ſubſtances, to which I grve the name of Blennor- 
rhagia ab acri, aut ſlimulo mechanico, By attending 
to this difference our practice muſt be regulated 
as long as we are not thoroughly acquainted with. 
the nature of other cauſes. It is owing to the ne- 
glect or ignorance of this diſtinction, that we hear 
quacks daily extolling the pre- eminence of their 
noſtrums or ſecret injections for curing the go- 
norrhœa in a few days, while patients ſometimes 
complain of being kept by the moſt experienced 
phyſicians for weeks together, though affected 
with what they 3 1magine to be the ſame plant. 
The running which a gentleman of my ac- 
quaintance got ſome years ago, notwithſtanding, 
as he ſaid, he made uſe of the. beſt preventative 
of all, was undoubtedly not from a venereal cauſe; 
and he may be equally well affected in time to 
come with the ſame complaint, though he now 
thinks himſelf ſafe, by what he calls, doubling 
his precaution. 

The ſimple Hypbilitic Blennorrhbagia ought fur= 
ther to be Ciſtinguithed from the complicated, or 
that accompanied with an ulcer in the urethra; 
the latter admits no radical cure without the in- 


ay ternal uſe of mercury, whereas the former ſeldom 


To 


or never. Fequares it. 
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Fo the ignorance or neglect of the distinction | 
between ſyphilitic gonorrhœas and thoſe ariſing 
from other ſtimuli, we are likewiſe to aſcribe the 
great difference among practitioners with regard to 
the mode of treatment. Some adviſe aſtringents, 
while others are laviſh in their praiſes of -emol- 
lients. Hence, even ſome practitioners of emi- 
nence, having obſerved that aſtringent injections 
were of ſervice in ſome caſes of gonorrhœa, even 
in the ſtage of inflammation, recommend the 
ſame to every patient affected with that com- 
plaint, but by no means with the ſame ſucceſs. 
For, beſides violent pains in the whole courſe of 
the urethra, ſwelled teſticles, an acute ſuppreſſion 
of. urine; &c. which are the frequent effects of 
theſe injections, if the diſeaſe is of a ſyphilitic 
nature, and eſpecially in its inflammatory ſtage, 
ſtrictures in the urethra, of the moſt troubleſome 
and obſtinate nature, are often the conſequence. 
By overlooking this neceſſary diſtinction, which 
applies to men as well as to women, the health 
of the patient is not only endangered, but the 
happineſs of married people has been deſtroyed, 
— TW friendſhip betwixt the two ſexes has been 
frequently broken without reaſon, I have cer- 
tainly ſeen more than one inſtance of this kind. 

I ſhall only add here one remark more. It is 
by moſt people imagined, and ſeveral medical wri- 
ters have even publicly aſſerted, that the malig- 
nity, as they call it, or the virulence, of a gonor- 
rhœa, is always in proportion to the colour of the 
matter diſcharged, and that as ſoon as this colour 


changes into 2 whiter one their diſcharge is na 
C 3 more 
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mote - nifetions. But this appears: to me by far 
too general a concluſion; for in ſome perſons I 
have ſeen the matter retain its original ſulphur 
colour to the very laſt day. The more certain 
ſigns of the * of the virulence of the 
diſeaſe are, the ceſſation of the ardor urinæ, and 
a capability of retaining the water as when in 
health; the matter becoming leſs, and of a thick - 
er confiſtence, fo that it grows ropy, and may 
be drawn into threads between the fingers; and 
the abſence of pain or titillation during erections. 
The only certain ſigns, however, of a radioal cure 
of the gonorrhœma, and of a perfect ſecurity of 
not being able to communicate the infection, 
are, the entire ceſſation of the running, erections, 
and excretion of ſemen, without any kind of pain, 
titillation, or heat in the urethra: and we may 
aſſure our patients, that though, in general, the 
change of the greeniſn- yellow colour into a white 
one is not an unfavourable ſign of the diſeaſe 
growing better, it is by no means a certain. one 
of the venereal virus being entirely eliminated. 
Having thus fimiſhed my confiderations about 
che nature and the different kinds of * 
we now proceed to 


The Method of Cure, 


Here I muſt take notice of what I have eſta- 
bliſhed before, that every kind of virulent go- 

norrheea, or Blennorrhagia, is a local inflammation, 
| excited by a peculiar poiſon or ſtimulus. If this 
846 poiſon 
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| poiſon be mak, the following indications will 
naturally preſent themſelves for all yphiliric Nin 
norrhagias, vi. 

1. To remove, or to deſtroy if poſſible, the 
nature-of the porfon. _ 

2. To defend the render parts from, i its viru- 
lence. 

3. To ally the irritation occaſioned by i it, 

Oleous or mucilaginous injections, combined: 
with opium and the mildeſt mercurial prepara- 
tion, ſeem to anſwer all theſe different pur- 
poſes *. | 

The internal uſe of the ſolutio e * top the 
emulſio amygdalina, or any other mucilaginous 
drink, taken largely, (with an anodyne draught at 
night according to circumſtances), is always uſe- 
ful, and for patients who have an averſion to in- 
Jeclioſs, abſolutely neceſſary. 

If ſymptoms. of an inflammatory fever appear, 
bleeding may ſometimes be uſeful; but, in ge- 
neral, more ſervice will be derived from topical 
evacuations of blood, and from emollient and 
ſedative formentations and poultices. On the 
other hand, when the patient is of a weak and 
irritable habit of — the diſcharge very thin 
and copious, attended with violent pain and quick 


9 4 7 pulley 
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* If we meet with patients who are prejudiced againſt the 
uſe of-injections, and with to be treated by internal medicmes, 
we ought to acquaint them, that the diſeaſe may be cured 
equally well without any topical application; but that it will 
then require, perhaps, a little longer time, and the obſervance 
of a more exact regimen, 


* 
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pulſe, 1 K the Peruviari bark, given inter- 
nally, according to circumſtances, with or with- 
out opium, more uſeful than the whole tribe of 


antiphlogiſtics; but opium given in emollient 
glyſters is ſometimes particularly uſeful in ſuch 
caſes. By the uſe of this medicine, the frequent 
painful erections are alſo much mitigated ; but 
their return ought, as much as poſſible, to be 

prevented, by tying the penis down, lying on a 
matraſs on the fide, and not in a warm feather- 
bed on the back. If the erection is attended 
with a ſtrangulation of the glans, the treatment 


— 


laid down under the article Paraphymęſ is will be 


neceſſary. 

In order to prevent che more violent ſymptoms 
of gonorrhœa, the patient ought, during its in- 
flammatory ſtate, to uſe as little exerciſe as poſſible, 
to wear a ſuſpenſorium ſcroti from the beginning 
of the diſeaſe, and to keep the part affected as 
much as poſſible from the cold air. The ſuſpeng 
ſorium ſcroti, or truſs-bag, may perhaps ſeem 
ſuperfluous: but being ſo little troubleſome 
when well applied, and ſo well calculated to 
prevent a ſwelling of the teſticles, I never ne- 
glect to recommend it, eſpecially to thoſe who 
have once laboured under this latter diſeaſe. 
With reſpect to the regimen to be obſer- 
ved in gonorrhœas, much exerciſe, external cold, 


ah living, and drinking ſpirituous liquors, 
ought, in general, carefully to be avoided by all 


patients; but eſpecially by thoſe of a phlogiſtic 
habit of body, as they generally ſuffer more, and 


for a longer time, from this diſeaſe, than others. 


och 


—— 
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Such patients ſhould confine themſelves to a low. 
diet, more of the vegetable than of the auimal 
kind; ; they ſhould eat no ſupper, and drink no- 
thing but cooling mucilaginous liquid; whereas 
thoſe of a different conſtitution are not to be re- 
ſtrained ſo much. = | 

Neutral ſalts have been formerly recommended; 
to cool the blood, and to promote the ſecretion 
of urine, by Which it was thought to mitigate the 
inflammation, and aſſiſt nature in the expulſion 
of the virus. But I have conſtantly found that 
they are hurtful. They increaſe the ſecretion of 
urine, render it ſharper, and thus augment the 
irritation, without producing any of the good 
effects aſeribed to them. 

A prejudice in favour of purging in gonor- 
rhoeas has alſo long prevailed: For this purpoſe, 
ſome have uſed the "nil and others the more 
draſtic kinds of purgatives; but calomel, eſpe- 
gially, has been recommended to be given every 
two or three days. Neither of theſe medicines 
have ſeen do any good, but frequently much 
harm. Beſides their tendency to promote the ab- 
ſorption of the poiſon into the ſyſtem; like impro- 
per injections, they often give riſe to ſwelled te- 

ſticles, diſeaſes. of the proſtate gland; ſuppreſſion 
of urine, ulcers of the urethra or bladder, Bees” 
However, though purging 1s always 1mproper, 
the body ought to be kept open, ſo that the pa- 
tient may have a ſtool regularly; and I have 
no doubt that it is partly owing to this improve- 
ment of our practice that we now ſo ſeldom ob- 
ſerve ſymptoms of the lues, or ulcers of the blad- 
der, following a gonorrhea. 


Thus 
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„Thus far with regard to >the more Wem run of 


1 the diſorder ; but venereal gonorrhœas are not al- 
ways ſo ſimple. Sometimes the poiſon ſeems to 


be of a more exalted acrimony, or rather meets 
with conſtitutions of a more irritable nature; or 


the ſymptoms are frequently exaſperated by im- 


proper treatment, or by neglect of the above- 
mentioned rules. In this caſe, the patient feels 
2 more violent heat and pain in making water, 
accompanied with a tenſion of the urethra along 
its whole length; a perpetual deſire of making g 
water, without being able to paſs more than a few 


L calding drops at a time; frequent erections, with 
moſt exquiſite ſhooting pains throughout the 


whole length of the urethra, but more eſpecially 
at che frænum. Sometimes ſtreaks of blood, or 
real blood, are diſcharged with the urine ; and 
evident marks of an ulceration of the urethra 
make their appearance. In this caſe, beſides the 
above-mentioned remedies, the uſe of mercurial 
fumigations or frictions on the perinzum, and 
inſide of the thighs, I have found to be one of 


the moſt efficacious remedies, 


Ihe ſame treatment will prove ſerviceable, 
if, by any cauſe whatſoever, the diſcharge of 
the venereal gonorrhœa, during its inflamma- 
tory ſtage, be ſuppreſſed or ſtopped, , either by 


acrid or aſtringent injections, or even by the moſt 


proper injections applied in an improper man- 
ner, by draſtic or repeated mild purges, by the 
premature uſe. of turpentine or balſamics, by 
violent WF 2 ee ys catching cold 

| 2 
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| Im the part affected The virus ſeems to leave 
its natural feat under the frænum, to ſettle lower 
down, where the excretory ducts of the ſeminal 
veſſels and proſtate gland open into the urethra, 
and produces a fwelling in one or both teſticles; 
or, if the virus has been driven ſtill lower down to 
the neck of the bladder, the patient has a conti- 
nual defire to make water, without being able to 
paſs any, or only a few drops at a time. He is 
then often unable to ſtand upright for a quarter 
of an hour; and a total ſuppreſſion of urine is in 
this cafe frequently the n In all theſe 
different places, the poiſon generally produces 
only a ſuperficial inflammation; though not un- 
frequently alſo, by irs virulence, or want of a 
ſufficient quantity of mucus to dilu:e it, an ex- 
conation and ulceration in the urethra takes 
place, which then never fails to end in an ob- 
ſtinate gleet, and to be followed by a general 1 in- 
fection of the maſs. | 
In fpeaking of the dreadful conſequences: mh 4 
ſuppreſſed or ſtopped venereal gonorrhœa, I muſt 
not omit to mention a diſeaſe, perhaps the moſt 
melancholy of all venereal complaints whatever, 
I mean a violent kind of inflammation in one or 
both» eyes, frequently accompanied with a dif- 
charge of puriform matter, entirely ſimilar in 
colour and conſiſtence to that of a gonorrhea, 
and generally terminating in perfect blind- 


neſs; and in other caſes, inſtead of an ophthalt » 
my, a more or leſs perfect deafneſs. Though 

I am by no means able ro account for the 
origin of thoſe complains ſuddenly following 
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the ſuppreſſion of» e eſpecially from 
ſevere cold, (for I have never,obſerved them but 
in very ſevere climates and ſeaſons), to which the 
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patient had been previouſly expoſed, I am con- 


vinced of the fact. I ſhall ſpeak of it more fully 
22 below, under the head of — Ophthalmy. 


The only remark I have to make here is, that 
all theſe complaints from retropulſed venereal go- 


norrhœsas, being very often of ſo unhappy conſe- 


quences, an honeſt man ought not to mind the 
opinion of others, but be guided in his conduct 


by juſtice and conſcience, and do every thing 


that poſſibly may be done to cure or felieve 


his patient. I therefore mention here, that J 
have tried, in four caſes of ſwelled teſticles and 


ſuppreſſion of urine, ariſing from a retropulſed 
gonorrhea, the inoculation of the venereal poi- 
ſon, by means of a bougie, with unexpected 
ſucceſs." This being the caſe, I find myſelf bound 
not to conceal it, though I may poſſibly be bla» 


med for it. We are conſulted for giving relief; 


and conſequently fulfil our duty at leaſt, by 
offering a remedy, which the patient has always | 


in his power to accept or to refaſe. 
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\ Continued running after the inflammatory. 
ſymptoms of a gonorrhœa have for ſome: 
time diſappeared, is commonly called a Gleet, or 
Gonorrhea inveterata or benigna; ; a name merely 
relative to the former, which is called Gonorrbaa 
maligna or virulenta. 
Gleets ariſe chiefly from two cauſes: iſh, From 
ſimple relaxation of the mouths. of the veſſels, 
whinh had been irritated, inflamed, and thereby 
Joſt ſomewhat of their contractile power; or, 2dly, 
From an ulceration, or an eroſion in ſome part of 
the urethra. To the former I gave, with more 
propriety I think, the name Blennorrhea famplex,, 
and the latter T called Blennorrhea complicata. 
See the Noſological Table at the end of this 
chapter. 
In the former kind, after che inflammation 
and irritation occaſioned by the gonorrhœa have 
| ſubſided, the veſſels, from whence that diſcharge 
proceeded, continue to pour out either matter of 
the ſame puriform appearance, or only a clear kind 
of mucus, in a preternatural quantity. Sometimes 
a gleet begins to appear after coition, exerciſe, or 
free living, though the diſcharge from the pre- 
ceding gonorrhœa had entirely diſappeared ſome 
days or weeks before, 
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Gleets of chis kind are for the moſt part ahi 


'A „ Joeal complaint, the ſimple remains of a go- 


norrhcea not perfectly cured ; but thoſe of the 


_ ſecond kind by be Confittires as the remains of 


a very violent or complicated gonorrhea, gene- 


rally accompanied with an infection of the body. 


Hence it appears, that the nature and ſeat of 
gleets may be as various as thoſe of gonorrhceas ; 
but according to the place where they are fitua- | 


ted, the time they have continued, and the cauſe 


by Which they are produced, the method of cure 


muſt be different, and becomes more or leſs dif- 


ficult and complicated. 
Thoſe gleets are moſt eaſily duden which tive 


their ſeat 1 in the urethra under the frænum: thoſe 


originating from ulcers of the urethra, and which 


have continued for ſome time, are much more 


obſtinate; and thoſe ariſing from eroſions of the 
excretory duds of the ſeminal veſicles, or pro- 


ſtate gland, or from ulcers of the bladder, are 


che moſt ſtubborn of any. In general, the fur- 
ther back gleets are ſituated in the urethra, the 
more apt they are to produce a difficulty in ma- 
king water, or ſtrictures and ſuppreſſion of urine ; 
and the more difficult, in general, proves their 
cur e. | 

I have always found thoſe gleets which ſucceed 


9 ſimple gonorrhœa to be 1 a local diſcaſe, : 
and to owe their exiſtence ſolely to a relaxation 
of the ſmall veſſels after the inflammation has 


ſabfided. But fuch gleets as ariſe after a violent 


or ill- treated gonorrhea, are generally accompa- 
EL nied with an excoriation or ulceration of the ure- 


| 1 n thra. 


; 


a In this 1 RE venereal 1 has PO 
generally abſorbed, and the mals; is of conſequence 
more or leſs en 
As it is of the utmoſt importance, tho' ſome- | 
times extremely difficult, to aſcertain theſe points, 
] ſhall endeavour to enumerate the moſt remark- 
able ſymptoms by which it may be known whe- * 
ther there is any ulceration in the urethra. They 
are ſhortly as follow : 1. Streaks of blood in ohe 1 
mucus, or real blood diſcharged, during the in- 
flammatory ſtage of the gonorrhcea, as above men 
tioned ;. but more eſpecially after the violence of 
the inflammation. has abated. 2, Real purulent, or 
thin ichorous matter, diſcharged in a greater or 
leſſer quantity from the urethra. 3. A pain confi- 
ned to one part of the urerhra ; but felt more par- 
ticularly upon introducing the catheter, or preſſing 
on the urethra externally. 4. An acute pain in 
one particular place of the urethra, felt eſpe- 
cially in paſſing the laſt drop of urine, or the 
emiſſion of ſemen. Though all theſe pretty 
plainly indicate an ulcer, its exiſtence will be 
much more confirmed, if the preceding ſymptoms 
of inflammation have been very high, if the pa- 
tient has been improperly treated, or even, as EF 
have ſometimes ſeen, if the Bret has been 
wounded by a miſmanagement of the ſyringe, or 
a rude application of the catheter, during che in- 
fleammatory ſara... 
| By not attending to theſe marks. which ſaffi- 
ciently point out the exiſtence of an ulcer in the 
urethra, we will be ores diſappointed in the 
71 cure. 
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cure. . thibfeldie," we are *confillted 
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about gleets, our firſt buſineſs ſhould be, to exa- 
mine whether they ariſe merely from relaxation, 
or from an ulceration of the urethra; and in this 
latter caſe, whether it is an univerſal or only a 
local diſeaſe. If an ulcus has taken place, in or- 
der to form a proper prognoſis, it will be neceſ- 
ſary to aſcertain the r of that ulceration 1 in 
the urethra. 

When the diſeaſe is merely iel, it may he 
mv: either by topical aſtringent applications, 
or by internal corroborating or balſamic re- 
medies, or by the union of both. The beſt to- 
pical e I have found are injections made 
of white vitriol diſſolved in water, and mixed 
occafionally with ſome grains of calx of lead or 
bolus Armena ; or injections Prepared with ca- 
lomel ſuſpended in water, or in ſome mucila- 
ginous fluid; or a ſolution of blue vitriol, of 
alum, or of ver digriſe; each of which may in 
certain circumſtances be uſeful. Of the inter- 
nal remedies recommended for the ſame nn 
I ſhall ſpeak hereafter. 

If the diſeaſe is univerſal, i. e. accompanied 
with an infection of the whole ſyſtem, as is moſt 
generally the caſe where there is an ulceration 
of the urethra, we muſt, beſides topical reme- 
dies, have recourſe to thoſe appropriated to the 
cure of the lues itſelf. In this caſe, it is impoſ- 
ſible to cure the gleet till we have firſt purified 
the maſs. After this is done, or while it is yet 
doing, I have found a ſolution of ſublimate and 


* in vinegar, diluted with a ſufficient quan- 
tity 
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W e and injected cero or three times 
day, a moſt excellent remedy. Nel: £208 
Wick regard to injections in 1 ſhall 15 
make two material obſervations, the neglect of 
which may ſometimes occaſion our being difap- - 
pointed in à eure, even though the beſt remedies 
are uſed. The ſyringe made uſe of for this pur- 
poſe ſhould hangs — but wide pipe, juſt as 
large chat its orifice goes into the orifice of the 
— and the piſton ought to apply cloſe to 
the ſides of che tube. If the whole pipe of the 
ſyringe be much ſmaller than the oriſice of the 
urethra;\it is attended with two conſiderable diſ- 
advantages: the firſt is, that with a fmall pipe, 
eſpecially if not perfectly ſmooth, | the patient 
eaſily wounds the inſide of the Urelhra⸗ thereby 
rendering himſelf liable to an ulceration of the 
part, and conſequent abſorption of the poiſon. 
The fecond is, that the liquid injected, inſtead 
of going into the cavity of the bes wg: will, in 
proportion as the patient preſſes the piſton, run 
out fideways through the orifice of the urethra. 
If the piſton itſelf ders does not apply cloſely to 
the ſides of the ſyring e, even if the pipe is ſuffi- 
ciently large, fo thar it perfectly cloſes tha ori- 
fice of the urethra; the liquer will ſtill regurgi- 
tate between the piſton and ſyringe, inſtead of 
going into che urerhra; and thus the patient may 
imagine that he has injected | the liquor properly; 
when perhaps very little has entered. But though 
the ſyringe be properly made, and at the ſame 
time the moſt careful inſtructions be given, the 


Fam does very often . baren the operation in 
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g 3 an We manner, 3 no o good: effec | 
follows. 7 70 
The ſyringe being Ane * ſhould, * 
applied cloſely. and exactly to the orifice of the 
urethra; ſo that, by the conic form of its pipe, 
all paſſage may be denied to the liquid betwixt 
it and the ſides of the urethra. If The diſorder 
lies in the uſual original feat of gonorrheeas, viz. 
juſt under the frænum, the patient ſhould, with 
one hand, compreſs the urethra at the firſt cur- 
vature * 5 the penis, where the ſerotum begins, 
while he holds and manages the ſyringe with the 
fingers of the other. The piſton, which ſhould 
always go cloſe, but eaſy, ought then to be 
preſſed ſoftly and flowly, till he Feels the urethra 
gently Signal, and thus keep; the liquid injected 
for a minute or two in the urethra, repeating the 
ſame operation three or four times. By a raſh 
or longer - continued preſſure of the * the 
irritation produced thereby in the urethra often 
does more harm than the e es can do good. 
By attending to theſe directions, a double ad- 
vantage is obtained. The liquid is properly ap- 
plied to the part affected, at the ſame time chat 
no danger is incurred of driving ſome of the 
venereal poiſon lower down the urethra along 
with the injected liquid; but this precaution is 
unneceſſary, if the ſeat of the Aiſorder is lower 
8 e wo N 
With eld to the bay itſelf, it a Al 
| ways, in caſes of virulent gonorrhœa, be made 
| lukewarm; but in gleets this is not neceſſary. In 
gonorrhazas, if the liquid is too cold or too 
EE: : warm, 


an it may y hurt the patient, either by 
retropelling the matter, or increaſing the inflam- 
mation. In many inſtances alſo the liquid ought 
to be well ſhaken before it is injected : it may 
eaſily be made warm, by putting a tea- cup half 
full in a baſon of hot water. In all caſes, B | 
any injectio nis applied, the patient ſhould ; attempt 
to make water... 

The other obſervation I have to make is, 
that young men labouring under gleets, after 
having for ſome time made uſe of injections, and 
finding themſelves conſiderably better, will grow 
ealeſeß in the application, and even ſometimes 
neglect the injection altogether for a day or half 
a day. The conſequence of this is ſometimes 
diſagreeable: and 1 have bes ſeveral inſtances, 
where, by neglecting to uſe the injection for a 
ſingle day, the running has been greatly aug- 
mented, as if it had been a freſh gleet; ; and the 
relapſe being more obſtinate than the original 
diſeaſe, the patients have been obliged to con- 
tinue the injections for more weeks, than perhaps 
it would have required days to cure the diſtemper, 
had they continued the ule of them without i in- 
terruption, 5 
In general, in org to prevent any danger of 

a relapſe, I order my patients to apply the injec- 
tions three, four, or, according to circumſtances, 
fix times a-day during the diſeaſe, and to con- 
tinue the ſame regularly for ten or twelve days 
after the running has entirely ceaſed, —Syringes 
of a different kind are required for women, if we 


0 with to, ſee any good effects produced by the in- 
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jections Aired: to them, 48 1 mall enen 
Pes, under the article of V, cereal Ulcers," 101%" 
l Beſides in jections, bougies will often be 6 
reat ſervice Fr gletts, Elpech here the ulcet 
1 its ſcat in the lower part of the urethra. 
They may be ufed either alone, or in conſunc- 
tion with proper injections: © They "ſhould be 
kept in, for the firſt three or four Gui only for 
A quarter. or half an hour at à time, until the 
patient is accuſtomed to them ſo that he can bear 
them longer; and then they may be kept in for 
feveral hours in the morning and evening, or 
during the whole day and night. Ft muſt be 
left entirely to the judg nent of the phyſician to 
Whetebfne. whether the bougres to be employed 
 thoutd be of an irritating ts ſedative quality; 
the circumſtances. of the caſe will point out whe- 
ther che ofe of the former or latter hd are neceft. 
Hry. 4 62 muſt, however, be remembered, that 
Before” the applicarion of bougies, as Well 48 in- 
Jeckions, the patient oughr Alas to Atteintpt to 
make 9 water, it order t6 give kite to the remedy 
to produce its effects on Be part Aaffecteck. If the 
Application of the bougie produces, as F have 
fometimes obſerved, a tenſion and pain ifi the 
Tpermatic cord, or a {ſwelling of che teſlicle, its 
uſe miſt Be toltted for 4 fed days. This effect 
1 have ſometimes alto found to he produced by 
the uſe of too large a bougie, and to be removed 
by changing it for a Amaller one; in general, 
4 ſmall bougies ſhould be Feber is kerze ones 

7 in che beginning. 3 i 
; Should we be Ailappoi ' ted in a our + expeBtition 
TU 5 
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of A. cure, 1 aq Hh 910 of nah; orinj ec- 
8 255 the. above-mentioned Kind, it wilf be 
5 oper . to 10Je ſuch liquids : as may excite an ir- 
| aun and inflammation in the urethra, eſpe⸗ 
_ caall Y in "t \E affected part. Theſe have often 
been trend N with ſucceſs after the beſt aſtrin- 
5 Sf 905 failed. For this purpoſe, we may uſe 

0 jon made with ſublimate and litharge, 
or a ng Alete. of ſublimate in water, 12 a 
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| mende 8065 the koneſt eee J ner 
gleets are often infectious, and the venereal diſ- 
eaſe would by theſe means certainly be commu- 
nicated to a healthy woman; or, if ſhe was not 
healthy, the man would not only run the riſk of 

etting a freſh gonorrhea, but even the lues it- 
Fr "If hls gleet was owing to an ulcer i in the ure- 
th . 

Beſi des the e remie lies ſome 
others may be applied in gleets of the more ob- 
ſtinate kind, ſuch as the tinctura cantharidum 
internally, or injections of oil of turpentine, of 


ma of galls, &c. and T have been informed 
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65 a friend. chat 13:2 once* 05 a Aber leet 1 
cured by injecting the tincture of ipecacuanha, 
and ſome other caſes where a ſmall. electrical 
Mock through the urethra produced a cure. I 
can ſay nothing with regard to the effects of theſe 
remedies, having never had occaſion to try them. 
I mention them only becauſe we are rites : 
at a loſs for medicines in very obſtinate com- 
plaints of this kind. . | 
Bathing in cold water has alſo been. recom- 
mended in obſtinate gleets, and I have ſeen it 
_ ſometimes produce very good effects; but, in two 
or three caſes, I have ſeen it as certainly Thereal- 
the running. The ſame effect has been alſo ob- 
ſerved by others. Sea-bathing is very beneficial; 
as lkewiſe waſhing the genital parts. with cold 
Water, either by itſelf or mixed with vinegar. 
There are three kinds of internal remedies made 
* of 1n gleets; ; each of which may be uſed, 
either alone, or combined, as em may 
require, with or Without the local applications 
above mentioned. Theſe are,. 
1. A courſe of. mercurials. This is always ne- 


ceſſary where the diſeaſe ariſes from an ulcer of 


the urethra, eſpecially of a long ſtanding, or where 
a general infection has taken place. In fuch ca- 
ſes, pills made of turpentine | and mercury a 
often very proper. 

2. Balſamics, Of theſe the 3 0 
uſed is the balſamum copaiba. Of this the pa- 
tient may take from fifty to one hundred drops 
in a draught of cold water, once a-day at noon, 
or twice a-day, evening and morning. Imme⸗ | 
d Ately after the balſam, from twenty to fifty 

© drops 
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drops of ' elixir Ariel Wie ſhould be wks, 

in the fame quantity of water, to render the for- 
mer leſs Gllereeable to the ſtomach. Half a 
drachm of pure turpentine, or a drachm of bal- 
ſamum traumaticum, often anſwers the purpoſe 
of the copaiba extremely well. I knew a caſe, 
where a very large quantity of copaiba balſam 
was ſwallowed at once by a young man, who 
was thereby radically cured of a molt 1 inveterate 
and obſtinate gleet. 

. Corroborants. Among theſs the Pied 
bark in powder, or infuſed in red wine, or, 
which is ſometimes better, infufed in lime water, 
together with or without ſome other powerful 
aſtringent, will ſometimes prove effectual when 
all other remedies have failed. After all, ho r-. 
ever, our utmoſt endeavours to cure an invete- 4 
rate gleet will ſometimes be in vain; and there 
have bech inſtances where Nature herſelf has ef 
fected a cure in time, after the unſucceſsful and 

moſt tedious exhibition of the moſt powerful 
remedies. 5. 

Obſtinate gleets ſometimes originate, as men- 
tioned above, from a fingular cauſe, of which we 
have ſome examples in anatomical collections. 
This is, when two ulcers of the urethra happen to 
be nearly oppoſire to each other. In this caſe, 
ſome, parts of them will inoſculate with each 

other, producing a kind of bands acroſs the ure- 
thra, with a ſmall ulceration below. Thus not 
only a moſt obſtinate running, baffling all medi- 
cines, is produced; but a difficulty of making wa- 


ter frequently takes place, and an * of 
D 4 making 


A . it but in a very 1 1 or not at 
+ „all. I. The only remedy in this caſe, if we have 
ſiome reaſon 1 ſuſpecting chis cauſe, is the chi- 
5 rurgical operation; though in ſome caſes, where 
the bands are not too ſtrong, they ien perhaps 
be broke, by applying a probe or catheter. Whe- 
ther or not the following caſe of a very trouble- 
Tome and obſtinate gleet ny . to this claſs, I 
leave my readers to judge. 
Some years ago I was conſulted has a noble- 
man concerning a gleet, with which he had been 
affected for about ten years, and for which he 
had conſulted the phyſicians and furgeons in ſeve- 
ral countries. Sometimes it ſtopped for ſeveral 
days; then came on again of itſelf, eſpecially af- 
ter riding on horſeback, or coition. At ſuch 
times he always felt ſome uneaſineſs, and the 
next day a little running, which went off, till the 
fame — was repeated; which rend ed him 
very uneaſy, eſpecially as he intended to marry. 
Upon examining the patient, I found rhe diſor- 
der ſeated down in the urethra, about the place 
called by anatomiſts the Capui gallinaginis, Eve- 
ry internal and external remedy, that I knew of, 
was applied, without effecting a radical cure. I 
took the (diſeaſe to be a callous ulceration ; and, 
on this ſuppoſition, he wore bougies for eight or 
ten weeks without the leaſt effect. Being obliged 
to continue my travels, I left him very little bet- 
ter for what I had done; at the ſame time advi- 
ſing him, as he intended to go to Paris, to con- 
falt there whoever he could expect any benefit 
from. The reſult, as he afterwards informed 
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me he WOE Was as 8 « After my arri 
3 "rf, at Paris, I conſulted, according to your ad- 

{ vice, all che medical men of eminence in chat 
city , who rendered me more uneaſy about my 
6 lorder than 1 had ever been before, by heil 45 

different opinions of the cauſe, nature, and 
* cure of it. Some adviſed me to a new,mercu-. 
« rial courſe; others preſcribed different internal 
“ and external medicines. I ſhowed them all the 
« preſcriptions ſucceſſively. tried by you; they 
ſeemed rather aſtoniſhed, chat none of them, 
« after a fair trial, had ſucceeded. However, 
* ſome new injections and internal remedies were 
ordered, rather I think. to, ſatisfy me for my 
money, than in hopes of anke me any real 
ſervice; indeed I was for three or four months 
entirely in the ſame condition as when I firſt 
came to Paris. But, ſurpriſing it may ſeem 
* to you the laſt perſon whom I conſulted up- 
on recommendation, ſeemed to me the moſt 
* ignorant I had applied to: he ſaid he was 
* obliged to examine the paſlage of the ure- 
thra with a catheter, in order to aſcertain the 
place, &c. He accordingly applied it; it went 
in as uſual very readily, till it came to the 
ſeat of the diſorder, where it met with the 
* ſame obſtacle it had always done, which I had 
** before told him of; — this, he ; 
„ endeavoured to puſh ; it further. I told him it 
gave me — ou pain: but he preſſed it im- 
prudently on, and it went through; upon 
which ſome blood immediately run out of the 
N urethra. This, as it ſeemed, much frightened 
cc him; ; 


Shae! * 


7 > & 5 2 * 5 n 7 
42 A . Iv.” WT, n TM 
, NY's. br os 3 f 1 * AKC RT Bath . 
, P 0? ES. * I * 
* ; he. wer . * . 
4 { -—- 3 YL 
1 \ v 
KR a > | 1 
— 4 , : g 
* 
7 8 OY . 
E 
WF 
* : : OX 
. 
* 


o GLEETS 


9 8 Hint he alſked my pardon, reve is nftee. 
ment, took his fee and departed ; but left me 
_ ©® much diflatisfied' for em ploying him. I ex- 
* pected I ſhould be worſe the next day, and 

* * ſuffer much from his unſkilful conduct: but, 

juite the reverſe, I have been free from my 

* 4 Aeender theſe two months paſt; I ride on 
« horſeback, and enjoy a woman, without find- 
ing any ill effects from them; and therefore 
think myſelf radically cured. The friendſhip 
* I owe you, for the trouble you took on my 
*-account, obliges me to ſtate to you this parti- 
„ cular caſe, which may be of uſe to you, and 
* which you perhaps can better account for than 
* thoſe I have ſince conſulted.” {41 
Oleets ariſing from deep and large evaſion of 
the mouths: of the ſeminal duds, or excretories 
of rhe proſtate gland, as alſo thoſe which origi- 
nate from ulcers of the bladder, are very often 
incurable; or if they do admit of a cure, a parti- 
cular conſideration of the nature and treatment of 
ſuch caſes would exceed the limits of this treatiſe. 
In all inveterate and obſtinate gleets, which 
have their ſeat low down in the urethra, we 
ſhould carefully examine the proſtate gland ; for 
to a diſeaſe of this part they frequently owe their 
origin. If the gland ſhall be found preternatu- 
rally ſwelled and hard after a mercurial courſe, 
repeated bliſters applied to the perinzum, with 
large doſes of the inſpiſſated juice of conium ma- 
culatum, Lin. J have ſeen in ſome inſtances at- 
tended with ſucceſs where all other remedies had 
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of che: treatment of ETD . with firic= 
tures, vig. with more or leſs difficulty in making 
water, I muſt refer to the Chapter on Wehury.. - - 

Gleets which ariſe either” from 'a weakneſs, 
relaxation, or ſometimes perhaps from too great 
an irritability, of the ducts | above mentioned, 
are properly called by the name of Gonorrhea 
(fluxns ſeminis), In theſe caſes, a real ſemen is 
diſcharged, ſometimes without erection, or any 
ſenfation of pleaſure; and is either continually 
dripping off, or is evacuated at times by debilita- 
ting nocturnal or diurnal pollutions. Sometimes 
it is diſcharged only on going to ſtool, when the 
bard fæces, during their paſſage in the rectum, 

preſs on the ſeminal veſicles and proſtate gland, 
pt thus force the relaxed orifices of their excre- 
tory ducts. This diſorder, however, does not 
ariſe from any venereal infection, and but ſeldom. 
from the abuſe of venery. Its moſt general cauſe 
is maſturpation, and therefore comes not within 
my plan at preſent. It requires a moſt prudent _ 
and careful treatment; otherwiſe the patient will 
fall a victim to that kind of conſumption which 
we call, with Hippocrates, {abes dorſalis. Whe- 
ther the diſorder mentioned in the Old Teſta- 
ment, was a gonorrhœa of this kind, or of a 
diffrent nature, I dare not, as I have already 
obſerved, take upon me to determine. 
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| HEN 3 hos) 4 — ante e by - 
VVimproper Eos or the patient labour 
ing under it uſes too 'violeitt. exerciſe, : or eſpe- 
cially: if he catches cold in thie part affected, by 
expoſing it to a ſtream of air, or by waſhing it 
with cold water, one and ſometimes both teſti= 
eles begin to ſwell, often to an enormous ſize, 
attended with all 'the ſymptoms of a local in- 
flammation; to which an irritation of the whole 
maſs, and a violent fever, not unfrequently ſuc- 
ceed. This diſeaſe is called a Swelled Tyflicle, and 
ſometimes, eh: very ieee Aa Herma 
humoral. t. ariel ; 
Previous to the rid g. che running of! the 
clip: _— or entirely on but ſometimes this 
will only happen, at leaſt to an obſervable de- 
gree, es or two after the: eg has NLP 
appeared. 200 
That 0 cine. 1 Symptome off this' ith 
femimation arc produced, in that caſe, merely by 
the irritation of the poiſon. lodged lower down in 
the urethra, at the place where the excretory 
ducts of the ſeminal veſicles open, and not * 
was ſuppoſed formerly, for want of anatomical 
| e of — — of che eee from 
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the teſticle itſelf is always the ſeat of this dijor- 
den. But, upon a more cloſe attention and in- 


A 
= 


an ee of tha HALT and rand * of 
the gonorrhœa to the teſticle itſelf, is now gene- 


rally admitted; and will perhaps be more evi- 


dent from the? bbſeryations; which I ſhall lay 


down upon the nature and ſeat of this diſorder, 


and from the method of treatment which I 
found the moſt ſucceſsful for this complaint. 
Hitherto it has been the general opinion, that 


quiry, I find, i, That the teſticle itſelf is never 
ſwelled or in the leaſt affected, in the heginning 


of this complaint; but that the only affected and 


ſwelled part is the epididymis, — every man 


may eaſily convince himſelf of by a careful exa- 
eee I aid, the teſticle. is never in the leaſt 


affected in the beginning, or for the firſt five or 
ſix days; and if it: becomes affected afterwards, 
it is merely owing to the prepoſterous treatment. 


a4, I have conſtantly jt e that the fever 
which frequently anrends this complaint, eſpe- 


cially in irritable conſtitutions, is never a pri- 


mary diſorder, but only concomitant to, or the 


Snare of, this local irritation; ahd that, 
for this reaſon, by the method mentioned here- 
after, it is FN generally in the power of the 
phyficlan, if called upon in time, to Jubrenc any 


fever taking place, 


In what manner * delle of the epididy- 


= is produced by the irritation of the vene- 


real poiſon, ted to the lower part of the 
urethra, I think unneceſſary here to explain: but 


we, ſee Ware from the caufe aſſigned, how it 
| EN Pd, 
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happens, that, after the ſwelling of one teſticle 
is gone, the other is ſometimes attacked; and 
that, after a ſuppreſſion of urine from a retro- 
pulſed gonorrheea, is removed, ſometimes a ſwell- 
ing of the teſticles ariſes. This is owing to the 
tranſpoſition or change of place of the poiſon. 
It will further appear, from the nature of this 
diforder, why a man who has been once affected 
with a ſwelled teſticle is ſo eaſily affected with the 
ſame diforder a ſecond time. But in order to eſta- 
bliſh a more rational and effectual method of cure 
of that complaint, than has been hitherto prac 
tiſed, I muſt obſerve, that this ſwelling is owing 
to the irritation of the poiſon tranſpoſed to a 
different place in the urethra, and not to the te- 
ſticle itſelf; and, ſecondly, that it is not an in- 
flammation of the teſticle, as has been hitherto 
generally believed, but only a ſwelling of the epi- 
didymis. This I have found to be the caſe in 
all my patients; and ſaw it particularly confirm- 
ed in two caſes where a {welling of the ſame kind. 
was brought on by the ſimple application of a lar- 
ger bougie, and cured without any other remedy 
than by leaving off the uſe of the bougie; which 
ſhows beſides, that any irritation of the mouths 
of the excretory ducts of the ſeminal veſicles may 

bring on this diſeaſe * | 
HFaving mentioned theſe obſervations about the 
nature and riſe of a complaint which is ſome- 
times attended with very. diſagreeable conſequen- 
ces, I ſhall firſt wy, down ſuch rules as I found by 
7 7 expe- 


* There is another ſpecies of this diſorder 1 by 
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experience che moſt ſucceſiful to avoid it; and 
then proceed to the obſervations J made, to cure 
it when it has taken place. 

To avoid a tolling of this kind, every thing 


| : that is apt to bring on a retropulſion of the clap 


ought to be carefully avoided. Such are, acrid 
ent injections, waſhing the penis with 
cold water, &c. or expoſing it to the cold air, as 
for example, making water in a ſtreet where a 
cold wind blows; violent exerciſe of any kind; 
the prepoſterous ufe of balſamics, internally or 
externally; repeated purges, or venery; which 
points attended to carefully, together with the 
wearing of a bag-truſs, from the beginning of 
any clap whatever, have effectually ſereened my 
patients from this diſorder. Not one of them 
who comphed with the rules juſt mentioned ever 
was affected with this diſeaſe. 2 
But we generally find our patients not 10 
compliable, or we are called 1 in to ſuch, who, 
| having 


8 _—_— 


ſome writers, viz. an ifanmation of the reſticie, arifing m 

ſome of the venereal poiſon being depoſited there from the 
maſs. This kind of diſeaſe never came under my obſervation, 
and II therefore can ſay nothing about it. We are alſo told, 
that a ſwelled teſticle ariſes ſometimes from venereal ulcers of 
the glans being dried up: but neither do I recollect to have 
obſerved any eaſe of this kind; though I have ſeen a pa- 
tient, who, two years ago, was affected with a ſwelled teſticle, 
which being improperly treated, brought on a fiſtula in ano. 
- Phis was operated, and nearly healed. up, when a ſwelling of 
the teſticle: appeared again; for which I was conſulted. I 
ſucceeded to diſperſe the ſwelling, by bringing on a running 
. from the urethra, and to complete the cure by a courſe of 
internal remedies. 
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banks —_ treated withaur any attention to 
thoſe rules, are already affected with the ſwelling. 
Thoſe require our compaſſion, and the imme- 
diate application of every means poſſible to re- 
lieve them. 
The cauſe of the diſorder, as ſaid above, be- 
ing an irritation of the mouths of the excretory 
ducts of the ſeminal veſicles, from the venereal 
poiſon having taken its ſeat at the caput gallina- 
ginis, our endeavours, in order to do ſomething 

effectually for our patient, muſt be, firſt to ally. 
the irritation, and then to recall the poiſon to its 
former original ſeat, that is, re-eſtabliſh the run- 
ning; both which to obtain, I found the follow- 
ing method the molt efficacious. 

If the pulſe be accelerated, full, and ſtrong, C 
he is to be bleeded immediately; and a good * 
quantity of blood is to be taken from him; re- 
gard, however, to be had to his conſtitution, 
and other circumſtances. If there be no irrita- 
tion in the ſyſtem, or only a moderate degree 
of it, bleeding is unneceflary, (and this will be 
nearly always the caſe, if we are called in ſoon 
at the commencement of the diſorder); being 
convinced, from repeated obſervation, that a fe- 
ver in this complaint is never an original diſeaſe, 
but brought on only in conſequence of the irri- 
tation of thoſe delicate parts. 
To the ſwelling a common poultice of bread 
and milk, with a little oil, or, according to cir- 
cumſtances, ſugar of lead, has been recommended 
by moſt writers: but having ſeen ſo little effect 
from this application, I have not for many years 

| E'2 paſt 
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paſt made uſe of it. Inſtead of a cit I or- 
der firſt a glyſter to be applied, to evacuate the 
fæces, if wha e had not a natural ſtool; and 
then I adviſe him, if his ſituation will allow of 

it, to ſit for half an hour in a warm emollient 


bath. If he cannot have that convenience, I 


place him in a perforated chair, upon the ſteam 

of hot water, for the ſame length of time; pre- 
| viouſly ſuſpending his teſticles. From thence he 
is to be carried to bed, and a dry bag-truſs is 
immediately applied, in order to keep thes te- 
ſticles conſtantly ſuſpended, as their hanging 
down produces or contributes to their irritation. 
A warm poultice may be alfo applied to the pe- 
nis, in order to bring on the running again ; or, 
in other words, to determine the retropulfed mat- 
ert from its new feat to come back to the old one. 
But what 1 found principally to be relied on is, 
to adminiſter a full dofe of opium, or, according 
to circumſtances, a glyſter, made of ęqual quan- 
tities of lint-ſeed oil and barley-water, with a 
full doſe of laudanum, to be injected, and occa- 
ſionally repeated. He muſt keep a low diet, 
drink nothing but barley- water, or an emulſion 
of almonds. 

To this method of treating ſwelled reſticles by 
opium, which to my knowledge is new, I was 
led, about ten years ago, by a ſingular circum- 
ſtance of a particular friend of mine, which I 
think unneceſſary to relate; and I have ſince 
Teen fo good and ſpeedy - effects from it, that I 
NOW conſtantly make uſe of 1 it. 1 have had many 

OP inſtances, 
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inſtances, where, by theſe means, the ſwelling 
and pain of the reſticle were. removed, and-the 
running brought on, in the ſpace of twenty-four 
or forty-eight hours; and in thoſe caſes where 
it had not that effect ſo ſoon, it always greatly 
relieved the patient, and prevented a fever. In all 
more obſtinate caſes, I conſtantly obſerved, that 
the ſymptoms of irritation, and the felling, did 
never quit the patient, till the running of the 
clap came on again; but the moment. this latter 
took place, the patient found himſelf relieved of 
the pain of the teſticle, and the ſwelling gradually 
diſappeared. 'To aſſiſt Nature in its beneficial 
efforts, the opium internally, or in an emollient 
elyſter, is to be repeated every twenty-four hours; 
the parts to be expoſed twice or three times a- 
day, for a quarter or half an hour, to the ſteam 
of hot water or milk ; warm poultices to be con- 
ſtantly applied to the penis; and the accumulation 
of fixces in the rectum to be prevented, by a 
common glyſter, occaſionally repeated. By pro- 
ceeding thus, we ſhall generally have the ſatiſ- 
faction to cure, in a few, days, a diſeaſe which, 
by a different method of treatment, often N 
many weeks to get the better of. 1 
According to circumſtances, . Saher more 
efficacious means to re- eſtabliſſi the running the 
ſooner, if the ſymptoms of the ſwelling ſeem 
dangerous, might likewiſe be tried, and applied 
as mentioned above. The re-eſtabliſhed clap. 
ought to be treated afterwards in the common 
manner; W N care to give no oecaſioſ to 
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venus E AL SWELLING 


Aa 1 retro m which: in fuck caſes. _ 
takes place A an . 
If the ſwelling has been treated improperly, it 
| frequently happens that one or both teſticles 
row hard; and the diſeaſe is then commonly 
called a Sein bol Teſticle. In all thoſe caſes I con- 
ſtantly found the epididymis very hard and much 
ſwelled. In ſome, however, probably through 
the length of time, the teſticle itſelf was likewiſe 
evidently affected, accompanied ſometimes with 
a ſenfation of à painful preſſure, but frequently 
without any pain at all. Mercury given internally, 
or rubbed in externally into the perinæum and 
ſcrotum twice a-day, with the conſtant applica- 
tion of a warm poultice made of the root of o- 
pa mandragora, L. I found, in that caſe, a uſe- 
ful remedy. The cicuta, applied internally and 
externally, may be tried. An emetic has been 
ſometimes found effectual. The decoction of the 
bark of the root of daphne mevereum, L. inter- 
.nally, and a poultice of it externally, has lately 
been very much recommended ; but in feveral 
_ parients: to whom I have given that decoction, I 
obſerved it made them ſo ſick that they found it 
impoſſible to bear it on the ſtomach, even when 1 
made it very weak. Van Swieten once told me, 
_ that he had given, for an indolent chronic indu- 
ration of che teſticles, lapides cancrorum, an ounce 
in a pint of good Auſtrian wine, or old hock, ta- 
. king three or four table · ſpoonfuls every morning 
and evening, with good ſucceſs. I once tried this 
remedy, and it anſwered extremely well. Af- 


ter Van Swieten s death, [ met a patient who 
5 told 
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told e, that he had zeer cured by him of an 
hard ſwelled teſticle, though not . a venerea!l 
cauſe, by the ſame remedy; ; and that he had been 
perfectly well ever ſince. It is, however, to be 
obſerved, that we will be ſometimes diſa ppointed 
by all theſe remedies; and that the hard ſwelling, 
of ſeveral months or years ſtanding, will not 
go off, except we bring on the running. 

A cancer of the teſticle requires the extirpation; 3 
but whenever a teſticle is cancerous, or in its 
ſtructure diſeaſed, we ought always carefully to 
examine whether che lymphatics of the ſpermatic 
cord are not at the ſame time affected; in this 
caſe, the kidney of the ſame ſide, to which thoſe 
lymphatic: veſſels go, being generally diſeaſed, the 
exciſion of the teſticle proves. an uſeleſs operation, 
and would only expoſe, by its fatal conſequences, | 
the ſurgeon s reputation. 

We are told by ſome writers on this ſubject, | 
that a venereal nation of the teſticles fre- 
quently terminates in a ſuppuration. This may 
ſometimes. be the caſe; but never happened to 
any of my patients. 1 am therefore inclined 
to believe, that, if it happens, it more frequent- 
ly. proceeds from a bad treatment, than from 
any other cauſe. But perhaps chat ſpecies of 
venereal teſticles which we are told ariſes from 
a tainted maſs, (if it ever exiſts), is more apt 
to end in ſuppuration, than that ariſing from 
a ſuppreſſed gonorrhœa, which, as we have ſeen 
above, very ſeldom affects the teſticle ſelf. One 
particular caſe, which I ſaw eight years go, 


though not venereal, deſerves, perhaps, to be men- 
11 tioned 5 
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_ ' VENEREAL' SWELLING 
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. here. A young man of twenty years of 
„nge, afflicted with ſcrophulous ſwellings about 


his neck, was adviſed by a phyſician to make uſe 


. of the decoctum lignorum; but, following this 
advice for ſome weeks, he was affected With a 


cough, which, in a fortnight after, ended in an 


er. Though he now left off tlie decoc- 


tion, and made uſe of ſeveral other medicines 


preſeribed to him, the cough continued for many 
months, accompanied with ſpitting of blood, or 
mucus en e with blood oecaſionally. Being 


conſulted, I gave it as my opinion, that his lungs 


were affected with ſcropulous tubercles, for 


which I knew no remedy; and defired him to 


conſult. the firſt men of the profeſſion in the 
place; though the remedies ordered by them did 


not in the leaſt alter his cough, he was, in other 
reſpects tolerably well, eat with appetite, and 
flept' with eaſe. One day be came to me, and 
pine of a painful ſwelling on both fades 


of the inguina, but more ſo on one than on 


the other. Upon examining, I found. the ſper- 


matic cord very much enlarged. I aſked him, 
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whether he had made free with the ſex. He 


declared, upon his honour, he had never lain 


with a woman in his life, for fear of being poxed; 


but ſaid he had had the ſame complaint ſeveral 
times before, and felt it always whenever lie was 


in company. with young; women who ſtrongly 


excited defire ; that it grew ſometimes extremely 
painful, inſomuch that he avoided ſuch occaſions. 
as much as poſſible. Having been in ſuch a ſi- 
tuation the day before, the lame, pain came on; 


i 
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but 1 PURE OE? ſo much long er * aſual, 
that it induced, him to apply to me for aſſiſtance. 
I adviſed, him to apply cold water to the parts, 
which cured him of his complaint in a few 
days. Thus much I chought to prexale.+ to what 
follows. N 

Some ee after, he . to me 9 
one of his teſticles had become very bard, with 
out any apparent cauſe. Upon interrogating him 
about the uſe of women, he repeated the ſame 
thing he had done before; but confeſſed that 
he had frequently maſturpated himſelf, without 

knowing that ſuch a practice could produce any 
dilorder. J preſcribed hemlock, and all the re- 
ſolvents the Materia Medica affords, both inter- 
nally and externally, but without any effect: the 
teſticle grew painful, and daily larger; and at laſt 
burſt, and a ſmall quantity of purulent matter 
was diſcharged, On my return to town, after an 
abſence of ſome months, he told me, chat during 
that time a ſmall diſcharge had continued ; and 
that ſeveral fibres like white threads came away 
from the ulcer every day. Upon examination, 
1. found the whole. teſticle reduced to a very 
{ſmall fize, and the ulcer nearly cloſed up, 
and in a few weeks it was quite healed. His 
cough continued during all this time; but he ap- 
peared not to be more emaciated . e when he 
firſt applied to me. Every three or four months, 
when the tickling of ay cough ſeemed to in- 
creaſe, and he was afraid of a ſpitting of blood, 
he was bled by his own advice. The ſpermatic . 
cords were quite natural, The ſame month 1 
; : tne 
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che Wing year, the other ſtile Bedkitle- af- 


fected juſt as the former had been. A ſurgeon of 
. eminence, who had treated the patient with me 
the preceding year, was called in during my ab- 
Tence ; and though every thing was done for him 


which in my opinion could have been done, when 
I returned back to town, the complaint ſtill con- 


tinued, and had now laſted for ten ks, Atthe 


expiration of the ſeventh week, the teſticle burſt; 

and now whole pieces of the ſpermatic veſſels 
of the teſticle were every day diſcharged from 
the opening; and in three months the teſticle was 
reduced to the ſame ſize as the other, viz. to that 
of a ſmall haſel- nut. There was no ſwelling in 


the ſpermatic cords; and the patient told me, he 


had ſtrietiy followed my advice, and avoided, For 
theſe two ears, his bad cuſtom above mentioned, 
The cough continued; but by degrees reduced 


him ſo low, that he died two years after. 


The phyfician who attended him laſt informed 
me, that, on opening-the body, he found a vo- 


mica in one of his lungs, and many large hard 
tumours or tubercles on both; but he had nor 


examined the teſticles. From what cauſe the 
diſeaſe of the teſticles aroſe, whether from a 


ſcrophulous complaint, or from maſturpation, I 


do not pretend to aſcertain; but ] relate the caſe 
only as a very particular and remarkable one, 
which ſhows, that there may ſometimes happen 


a ſuppuration of the teſticles even with the great- 
elt! care and moſt judicious treatment. 


a CHAP. 
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Have nothing in particular to ſay on the in- 

flammation of the proſtate gland, except when 
it ariſes from a ſuppreſſed gonorrhœa. In that 
caſe, we ſhould uſe every means poſſible to re- 
ſtore the gonorrhœa, particularly thoſe recom- 
mended for ſwelled teſticles ariſing from the ſame 
cauſe; becauſe, if this inflammation terminates 
in ſuppuration, whether the abſceſs breaks into 
the urethra, bladder, inteſtinum rectum, or peri- 
næum, it will always be attended with very diſa- 
greeable conſequences. The ſymptoms of an in- 
flammation or ſwelling of this gland are known 
from the pain and difficulty of making water; be- 
ſides, if we ſhould be doubtful whence they pro- 
ceed, the finger will clearly teach us. If a ſuppu- 
ration has already taken place, we have only to ob- 
ſerve, that mercury internally and externally will 
be neceſſary, and afterward proper injections, the 
compoſitions of which are not particular, and 
muſt entirely be left to the Judgment of the prac- 
titioner. 

In the induration or ſcirrhofiey of this gland, 
the remedies recommended for indurated teſticles 
or buboes will be ſerviceable; but eſpecially bli- 
ſters, 
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fer Wonen repeatedly to the perinæum, and 
internally the hemlock in large doſes. 
If a total ſuppreſſion of urine is to be dreaded 


from the ſcirrhous ſwelling of the proſtate, as is 
always fooner or later the caſe, every means poſ- 
fible ought to be tried to bring on a ſuppuration 


of the gland, in order to prevent Call more diſa- 
. greeable conſequences. 1 
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CHAP. "II 


On the vev rA SAL Iocnuny and 


'STRICTURES. 


complaint, or of a preſent venereal virus affecting 
the urethra, or neck of the bladder, we call a 
Venereal Jſchury ; and a partial ſuppreſſion, or a 


difficulty of making water in a continued and 


natural ſtream, attended with pain, and a fre- 
quent deſire to make water, ariſing from the 


ſame cauſe, is commonly, though not always 


properly, called a Stricture. 

When I ſay, that the name Strifure, which has 
been given to the latter complaint, is often a very 
improper one, it is becauſe a partial ſuppreſſion 
of urine, as well as a total one, may ariſe from 
different cauſes, among which a ſtricture or con- 
ſtriction of one peculiar part of the urethra is only 
a common one. 

The different cauſes by which either a partial 
or total venereal ſuppreſſion of urine is produced, 
are, 1/, An inflammation or ſpaſmodic contrac- 
tion of the neck of the bladder, from a recent 
venereal gonorrhcea retropulſed. 24h), A chro- 


nic conſtriction or anguſtation of one particu- 
lar pare of the urethra, properly called a Stric- 


ture. 


ToTAL ſuppreſſion of urine, occaſioned ei- 
ther by the remains of a former ſyphilitic 
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+ ture. HY A 8 of the neck of the 
bladder or urethra, producing a partial or total 
abolition of its cavity, by a preternatural ſwell- 
ing of the proſtate or of any other gland of the 
urethra. 4thly, A prominent cicatrix of a pre- 
ceding ulcer, or a fungous excreſcence in ſome 
part of the urethra, commonly known by the 
name Carunole. 
As upon the perfect knowledge of theſe cauſes 
the radical cure of the diſeaſe entirely depends, 
we ſhall conſider them more minutely. | 
Whenever the running of a venereal gonor- 
read is {topped by any cauſe whatever, the virus 
ſeems to go lower down into the urethra, and to 

- excite there a ſimilar irritation and inflammation, 
as it did in its former place. If it fixes its place 

at the caput gallinaginis, and irritates the mouths 
of the excretory ducts of the ſeminal velicles, 
it produces, as we have obſerved in the fore- 
going chapter, a ſwelling of the epididymis, or 
what 18 commonly relied a Auel, 72 If it 
Eoes ſtill lower down the urethra, and ſettles at 

the neck of the bladder, it will, in theſe cir- 
cumſtances, not produce a ſwelled teſticle, but 
an irritation, ſpaſmodic contraction, or in- 
flammation of the neck of the bladder, with a 
total or partial ſuppreſſion of urine. The poi- 
ſon in that caſe, if the complaint be pro- 
perly treated, will produce no other diſeaſe than 
51 ſuppreſſion of urine for a few days only: after 
which it will leave that place; and, on going more 
forwards into the urethra, bring on either a 


* Tvielled teſticle, or, if it returns to the ſame place 
| | which 
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which] it Ss occupied, reproduce the run» 
ning, with the common ſymptoms of a clap, and 


ſo by degrees at laſt rags go off, without lea- 
ving any bad ſymptom behind it. But this ſo 


much wiſhed. for circumſtance does not always 3 


neck of the 4 


happen: the poiſon lodged in the 
bladder will ſometimes. Gain 8 beſides a variety 
of very. diſagreeable ſymptoms, an ulceration in 


that place, or in ſome other part of the urethra. 


Though the diſcharge ariſing from ſuch an ulcer 
be, by degrees, partly or entirely ſtopped, and 
the ulcer itfelf healed, we often obſerve either a 
coarctation of the urethra remaining at the place 
where the ulcer was; or the cicatrix of the ul- 


cer forming a kind of knot or protuberance into 
the paſſage. Sometimes alſo the ulcers, on heal- 


ing, will form large granulations, or preternatural 
excreſcences, which afterwards produce the ſame. 
effect as a prominent cicatrix, under the name 


of Caruncles; or the proſtate gland, or any of 


the glands. os the urethra itſelf, ulcerated, 3 
A . excreſcence, orotruding. into the _ 


thra, or neck of the bladder, and thereby. 


duce an anguſtation, or a total abolition of. -—< 4 


cavity of the paſſage... Anatomical diſſections 
have alſo 3 us — 5 that two ulcers of the 
urethra in oppoſite directions, or a fingle but 
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large one, will ſometimes partly grow together by 


bands croſſing the cavity of the urechra z and 


whilſt the lower part of the ulceration. remains 
open, and continues the diſcharge mentioned in 


the chapter on ee, the upper parts grown tbr 


gether * 
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Kae. diminiſh or aboliſh whe" ir of the he. 
thra, and thereby feen 1 7 aged paſſage” of 


| urine. 15 


In Toms of theſe 70 the patient, Apeclalh⸗ 


oy living ſober and quiet, is able to make water 
pretty freely, but wants a long time in doing it. 


But, on committing the leaſt exceſs in eating and 


drinking, or by taking too much exerciſe, the diſ- 


eaſe grows evidently worſe: the urine comes from 
him either in drops only, or runs in a ſmall 
and interrupted ſtream, exciting great pain and 


uneaſineſs; or the paſlage i is entirely ſtopped, and 


thus endangers his life. The urine, in theſe caſes, 
ſometimes, as I have ſeen, forces its way into the 
rectum, and 1s evacuated by the anus; or it pro- 

duces in the urethra, behind the coarQation, 1 - 


dilatation, eroſion, ſinuſes, or a fiſtula, through 


Which! it 18 afterwards conſtantly diſcharged. 
The further back in the urethra this diſeaſe Hes 


Its ſeat, the more difficult will be, in general, its 
cure, and the more danger awaits the patient. 


The more inveterate or complicated all theſe ſpe- 
cies of the diſorder are, the more difficult is 


their removal. Thoſe ariſing from a callous or 
contracted ulcer of the urethra, are more eafily 
cured than thoſe ariſing from a protuberant cica- 
trix or from caruncles. That kind of iſchury 


which owes its origin to a retropulſion of a recent 


<lap, I have obſerved eaſier and fooner to be re- 


moved than all others; that ariſing from a ſcir- 


rhous proſtate 1 is ſometimes, but not always, in- 
curable; but for an iſchury ariſing from a fun- 


Sous 


* 


gous excreſtency in e urethra, T kno 10 of no re- 
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lidl f Treatment. * by 


Tus firſt thing, bf da e in to a patient 
affected with a Hane ſuppreſſion of urine, is, 
to inquire or ſearch for the cauſe of the diſs 


order, whether it ariſes from a retropulſion of a 


recent gonorrhea, or from old complaints within 
the urethra. Our chief aim, in both caſes, being 


to remove the iſchury, we ought to examine, 
1//, Whether the diſeaſe is ſtill. 8 local, or 
whether there is a general irritation of the ſy ſtem. 


If the patient has a quick and hard pulſe, bleeding 
is neceſſary. The quantity of blood to be taken 


is regulated by the ſtate of the pulſe and conſti- 
tution of the patient. A man of a ſtrong habit, 
or of a plethoric conſtitution, will bear the loſs of 


a pound; whereas half that quantity taken, will 


operate ſufficiently, and have the ſame effect, up- 
on a delicate and more tender habit. It ought; 
however, to be obſerved, that, 'in ſuch caſes, the 
patient will reap more benefit from one copious 
bleeding, than from two or three {mall ones ſuc- 


ceſſively made one after the other. This being” 


done, or when the ſyſtem is not affected, the 
bladder, if much diſtended, ought to be evacua- 


ted, and the catheter applied for that purpoſe. 


Its application, however, in thoſe circumſtances, 


4 


is ſometimes very difficult, nay, even impoſhble. 


This] 18 SertamJy: often owing to the cauſe of. the 
| diſorder ; 
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nagement of the ſurgeon. 

In order to. Facilitate the Nos of —— ca- 
theter, (after the patient has been bleeded, which, 
"Bf: neceſſary, ſhould always precede), I have ex- 
perienced the following management to be uſeful. 
& The catheter being anointed with ſweet oil, is to 
be introduced gently. As ſoon as we Mett wi ith 
5 any. obſtacle, care ought to be taken not to force 
n, but to wait a little, and chen try to puſſi it on 
again gently; becauſe this obſtacle ſeems ſome- 
times to ariſe ſolely from a momentaneous ſpaſm 
of the urethra, excited by the mechanical irrita- 
tion of the cacheter itſelf, which, if we: diſcon- 
tinue puſhing, frequently goes off in a few mi- 
nutes, and the catheter is then eaſily introduced 
further; whereas if we go on puſhing, in chat 
caſe che ſpaſm grows more violent, and renders 
the introduction often utterly impoſſible. At is 
owing, probably, to this ſpaſm that we ſee ſome- 
= times that one ſurgeon is able to introduce it, 
1 while another, though by no means of inferior 
ſ̃gtill and capacity, had before tried it in vain. If 
Wo the obſtacle be at the caput gallinaginis, or higher 
up, we may very often remove it by introducing 
a finger in the anus, and thus aſſiſting the cathe- 
ter. I have ſeen inſtances: where the introduction 
. the catheter proved impoffible as long as the 
patient was lying in bed; whereas it went in very 
1 readily on the patient's ſting: on the edge of the 
= * bedſtead, his feet hanging down. Ls alſo ob- 
ſerved where a larger catheter was eaſily introdu- 
cad, after a ſmaller one mod been repeatedly tried 
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enumerating all theſe. circumſtances :. but I am 8 
confident, that, by a careful attention to one or 
the other of theſe points, we may not only often 
ſpare our patients a great deal of pain, but, what. i 
is perhaps more material, prevent a lues taking _ 
place; which eaſily happens when, by a rudlde 
treatment, the urethra has been . I have 6 
certainly ſeen the moſt evident venereal ſymptoms 
ariſe in the habit from ſuch a cauſe, where the 
patient had no other complaine, before but an iſ- 
chury from a ſimple retropulſed clap.. If the 4 
coarQation of the urethra; be ſo great as to re= 
fuſe, even under the juſt-mentioned precautions, 2 
any catheter whatſoever, an application of a ſmall 
catgut will ſometimes ſucceed, and prove highly 
beneficial. If the danger is not ſo great, viz. the 
bladder not very mich diſtended, and conſe- 
quently the immediate diſcharge. of urine not ſo 
preſſing, and the introduction of the catheter 
proves very difficult, ſome other means to pro- 
cure a diſcharge of urine ought to be applied; 
of which I have found the following the moſt 
efficacious and uſeful, A common glyſter, mix- 
ed with ſome honey or lenitive electuary, ſhould 
be adminiſtered, in order to evacuate the fæ- 
ces, and thereby to prevent the conſtant ſtimu- 
lus which their accumulation is apt to excite. 
As ſoon as the fæces are evacuated, a glyſter f 
equal quantities of barley-water and linſeed oil, 
with a full doſe of the tinctura Thebaica, ſhould - 


be adminiſtered, and occaſionally repeated. Every -, 
kind of medicine or food apt to 80 through 1 5 Y 
F 2 urinary 3 


1 Halt paſſages, ſhould be carefully ae 
and, for Fe ſame reaſon, the patient ſhould not 
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"VENEREAL TSCHURY, 


drink even more of barley-water, or of the ſolu- 


tion of gum arabic, than is neceſſary to quench 


nis thirſt. He ſhould likewiſe, according to cir- 


cumſtances, be put in a warm bath, tempered 
with milk or decoction of bran, for half an hour 
or an hour, and the ſame be repeated four or five 
hours after; or, what I have found often very 


ſerviceable, he ſhould fir upon a Perforated chair, 


and expaſe his private parts to the ſteam of 


Hot water mixed with vinegar. If he be reſt- 


leſs and feveriſh, bleeding will ſometimes be pro- 
per, and after it a full doſe of laudanum ſhould 


be adminiſtered to him in the evening. The ju- 


dicious application of theſe remedies will ſome- 
times anſwer in the moſt dęſperate circumſtances. 

T ſaw once, in a ſuppreſßon of urine, where 
there was no catheter at hand, that a roaſt- 
ed onion, applied to the perinæum, by the ad- 
vice of an old woman, had the effect, ſo that, 
two hours after the application, che urine flowed 
plentifully: and, in another caſe, the life of an 
eminent phyſician in the army was ſaved by co- 


1 foe rhe glans penis with the freſh pellicle of an 


egg found between the ſhell and albumen. As 
Toon as the pellicle, growing dry, began to con- 
tract, the urine began to flow plentifully; but on 
applying it the ſecond time, two days after, when 
che fuppreſſion of urine unexpectedly returned, it 
proved, as the perſon who Weben ed it fore- 


told us, inefficacious, and the patient died. Per- 


3 5 the volatile liniment, or a : bliſter, applied to 
the 
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as; eng: el: e this: ſame eee; 


with more certainty, and quicker, than the re- 1 


medies did in the two caſes related. 


If we have been ſo happy as to evacuate the 


bladder either by the application of che catheter, 
or by ſuch other means as have been now men- 


tioned, our next care will be, to prevent a freſh 


accumulation of urine, and to remove as ſoon as 
poſſible the cauſe of the ſuppreſſion. The firſt 


wil be effected by continuing the ſame remedies, 


and eſpecially (as has been recommended by ſome 
writers) by leaving the catheter within the ure- 
thra. This, however, none of the patients, whom 
I have hitherto treated, were able to comply with. 


They ſuffered ſo much from keeping the common 


catheters applied, whether made of ſilver or ſteel, 
flexible or inflexible, as made them conceive, that 
the pain which would ariſe from a repeated appli- 
cation of the catheter, or from a freſh accumula- 


tion of urine in the bladder, could not poſſibly be 


greater; and therefore withdrew the catheter, tho 


they were very deſirous to have retained it if they 


had found it poſſible. To guard againſt this incon- 
venience, I could never find out a remedy, till I 
tried the catheters invented by Mr Theden, firſt 
ſurgeon in the army of the king of Pruſſia. They 
are made of a golden wire covered with caoutchouc 
or elaſtic: reſin: their application is not only, in 


many inſtances, eaſier than that of the com- 


mon catheters, or of hollow bougies of any kind; 


but alſo, in all inſtances in which I tried them, 1 | 


found the patients could keep them applied, after 


the urine was diſcharged, with much leſs incon- 
F 4 venience. 
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=_ . Wey are code ow ads; 1 
much preferable to any other. But if we have 
1 none of theſe catheters at hand, which muſt be 
"0 * the caſe as long as they are ſo difficult to be got 
aand ſo high in price *, we muſt liſten to the pa- 
tient's ſufferings, withdraw the catheter as ſoon 
as it becomes too troubleſome, and have recourſe 
immediately to ſuch remedies as will tend to pre- 
vent the return of the ſuppreſſion 
To ſuch as are in poſſeſſion of any of thoſe kla- 
ſtie catheters, the following rules, to be obſerved 
in their application; may perhaps be acceptable. 
The elaſtic catheter, after being anointed with 
Reet oil, is introduced in the common manner. 
The ſurgeon, as urual, gently draws with one 
hand che urethra towards him, and holding the 
catheter with the fingers of the other, a at 
a diſtance of an inch or two from the giana, gra- 
dually introduces it; whilſt this is performing, 
the catheter generally enters the bladder, without 
any particular direction from the hand of the 
operator. If any reſiſtance be found, the rules 
mentioned above are to be obſerved, to facilitate 
the introduction; but if the reſiſtance be at the 
neck of the bladder, there is nothing more to be 
done, than gently puſhing the inſtrument for- 
ward, at the fame time turning it from rhe right 
to the left; for by turning it in the oppoſite di- 
rection, the ſpiral windings of the gold- wire of 
r Theden 0 catheter would be ſeparated. If the 


F 3 ſurgeon 


* Both theſe inconveniences are now greatly removed by 


the catheters made of the fame ſubſtance, by Mr Bernard 
at Paris. 
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{aid above, ſtop the introduction till the contrac- 
tion or ſpaſm of the ſphincter veſice, and the re- 
liſtance, ceaſes, Which happens for the moſt part 
in a very ſhort time, when he is enabled to go 
through the paſſage eaſily. This catheter is intro- 
duced, like a common one, according to circum=- 
ſtances with or without a probe. After remain- 
ing in the urethra for ſome time, on being ex- 
traced, it is generally very ſoft, and therefore 


W een its obſtacle greater, he ſhould, as J 9 


unfit for being uſed again until it has been clean- 5 


ſed and dried, and put for. a little time in a cold 
place; Which operation reſtores it to its former 
firm texture. The method of cleanfing it is, to 
waſh the outſide with water, and likewiſe the ca- 
vity with the ſame applied by rinſing. For clean- 
ling and drying its inſide, a long needle with a 
lk thread will be moſt fit and adequate. When 
about to be uſed, and found to be too ſtiff, it may 
be ſoftened by keeping i it a little in the hand, or 
holding it near the fire. | 
But if all our Pra week to e any ca- 
theter or catgut have proved unſucceſsful, and 
the danger of a rupture of the bladder, from its 
diſtention, be imminent, the urine mult be at all. 
events diſcharged. "This ſhould, therefore, not be 
deferred too long; and may be done, according 
to the ſeat of the diſorder, either by an inciſion 
into the urethra behind the ſtricture, or ſeat of 
the ſtoppage; or if that ſeat be in the r of the 
bladder, and the incifion and introduction or 
the trocar in that place perhaps be found too 
difficult for the ſurgeon, the bladder may b. 
- | : | tappe 
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above the fſymphyſis pubis, and the | bladdey: be 


8 in this place, under the peritonæum; which 
not a very difficult nor painful operation, 
bag becomes » axes to ſave the. life of _ _- 
o a 2 , 
"Theſe are the means generally uſeful to give 
relief to the 5 in all caſes of 1 ure 
thralic. | 

Bur, to cure that difordey radically, its enluſe; 
as [ laid; ought to be removed; which is effected, 
according to its nature, by different methods. 

If the iſchury proceeds from a recent retropul- 
ſion of a venereal gonorrhœa, the running mult 
be brought on, and the clap: recalled. For this 
purpoſe, "cls the general remedies before men- 
tioned, the ſteam of hot water, alone or mixed 
with vinegar, the volatile liniment, &c. applied 
to the perinæum, 1 have ſeen and experien- 
ced many tunes to be the moſt efficacious ge- 
medies to remove the venereal poiſon from che 
neck of the bladder, and bring on the running 
afreſh. I fecommend the ſuſpenſion of the te- 
ſticles during che application of the ſteam; be- 
cauſe I have feen inſtances where the obſer; lea- 
ving the neck of the bladder, inſtead of returning 
to its original ſeat under the frænum, has ſettled 
at the caput gallinaginis, and thereby excited a 
ſwelling of the teſticle; which I have never ob- 

ſerved fince 1 took the above precaution: | In the 
mean time, the patient ſhould keep quietly in bed, 
and warm poultices ſhould be conſtantly applied 
| to the Senke parts,” and the accumulation of the 
- fcc 
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feces? be e ee Fa Ry Emetics 
are, occaſionally, as uſeful in this caſe as they are 
in ſwelled teſticles; and the internal uſe of opiates 
produces, in many inſtances, a ſpeedy effect. As 
ſoon as the venereal poiſon, on leaving the neck 
of the bladder, occupies again its original place, 
the running is re-eſtabliſhed, and then to be cu? 
red as gonorrhœas in general are; only the pa- 
tient ought to take the greateſt care to avoid all 
the cauſes which are apt to bring on a ſimilar 
retropulſion; as we ſee daily, that ſuch a retro- 
pulſion, once taken place, is eaſily brought on a 
ſecond time, and ſometimes by che An occa- 
ſion. 
I muſt, moreover, obſerve, alia; in fick a aka | 
after the iſchury is removed, T always found the 
internal uſe of mercury neceſſary foo a radical 
cure; having ſeen ſeveral inſtances where the ab- 
ſorption of the virus took place during the ſup- 
preſſion, and excited afterwards evident ſymptoms 
of its preſence in the maſs, though the local com- 
plaint of the genitals was perfectly cured. 
If the ſuppreſſion ariſes from a chronic com- 
plaint of the urethra, ſuch as from a ſtricture ac- 
companied with an ulcer of the urethra, or an 
eroſion of the excretory ducts of the proſtate 
gland or the ſeminal veſicles, this cauſe muſt be 
removed according to the rules laid down under 
the article Gleets and Venereal Ulcers. N 
If the ſtricture ariſes from a ſimple confirictien = 
of one particular place of the urethra, without 
any ulceration, our endeavours muſt be to dilate 


this coarctarion ; which owes its origin either to 
an 
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aan ulcer bealed up, by which che whale circum- | 
ference of the urethra is leflened ;-or to a promi- 
nent cicatrix or calloſity, occaſioned: by a previous 
ulcer. This is moſt effectually obtained by a long- 
continued uſe of bougies, beginning with the 
ſmaller ones, and ſo going on gradually until the 
patient is able to bear thoſe of the largeſt ſize. 
This bougie he is to keep, in the beginning, for 
a quarter or half an hour, and afterwards, if he 
can bear it, for ſeveral hours, morning and even- 
ing. If a bougie of elaſtic reſin be at hand, this 
precaution is hardly ever neceſſary, as they, grow- 
ing foft and fleih-like in the urethra, produce 
little or no uneaſineſs. But as this kind of coarc- 
tation or ſtricture is ſometimes ſo very {mall that 
it does not even admit the ſmalleſt bougie, the ap- 
plication of a ſmall catgut is an excellent invention. 
The catgut once introduced, and left for ſome time 
in the urethra, begins to ſwell, by which the co- 
arctated paſlage inſenſibly enlarges; ſo that, up- 
F . on withdrawing it the firſt time, the patient is 
ſometimes able to make water with unexpected 
ee.aſe; and the next time a larger may be eaſily in- 
B troduced, and have the fame good effect If by 
theſe means we have by degrees dilated the ure- 
thra ſo far as to admit the largeſt catgut, a bougie 
may be introduced; the uſe of Which is to be 
continued for ſeveral weeks after he is perfectly 
cured and able to make water in one large conti- 
nued natural ſtream. _ 
1 If the coarctation does not even Pa wel of a cat- 
gut, and the ſeat of the diſorder is at a place 
1 Which we can come at, an inciſion into the urethra 


behind 
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| behind the doarctatien i is, as I have ſaid 3 the 2 
moſt adviſable ;- by theſe means, the urine will be 1 

diſcharged through the inciſion; whenever neceſ- 
ſary, and the return of the ſuppreſſion there 
effectually prevented. We may afterwards eafily 
dilate the wound, paſſing the knife through os | 
coarctation; and chen introduce a bougie, which 
the patient is to wear until the ſtricture is removed 
and the whole healed up, and thus the complaint 
radically cured. Theſame method will be alſo fome- 
times neceſſary if the urine accumulated behind 
the coarctation has forced its way either through 
the inteſtinum rectum, in which caſe the patient 
will void his urine with the fæces through the 

anus, or by a fiſtulous opening through the peri- 
næum. But, in theſe cafes, it will be in general 
neceſſary to let him go chrough a courſe of mer- 
curials before we proceed to the operation of the 
fiſtula; otherwiſe we ſhall find ourſelves very of- 
ten diſappointed i in curing this latter: if he has 
not ſtrength enough to undergo ſuch a courſe, as a 
is frequently the caſe, he is to be prepared by a . 

proper diet and medicine. On performing this 
latter operation, an inciſion muſt alſo be made 
through the ſtricture, the original cauſe and feat 
of the diſorder; and the patient is to wear a bougie 
during the cure, and for ſome time afterwards, as 
in the caſe juſt before mentioned. 

If the iſchury ariſes from excreſcences or cac- 
runcles, as they are commonly called, it has 
been adviſed, by one of our moſt ingenious fur= 
geons in London, to introduce a covered cauſtic 

into 
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x into 85 urethra to the n and apply it 
thereto: To perform this properly, an inſtrument 
has been invented: but whether this application 


is attended with ſafety and ſucceſs in practice, 


I have as yet had no opportunity to aſcertain.— 


The inciſion of the urethra at the place where 
the ſeat of the diſorder lies, and the cutting out 
of thoſe extraneous bodies, has been propoſed by 
others. But I have never yet heard of any caſe 


where this operation had been performed. 


In a ſcirrhoſity or hard ſwelling of the proſtate, 


or a fungous excreſcence of the "ame gland, all 


the remedies recommended for reſolving ſuch a 
ſwelling ought to be tried; and if they fail, we 
ſhould endeavour to bring the gland rather to a 
ſuppuration, than to ler a diſorder increaſe which 
fo frequently proves fatal. 

If a ſwelling of any of the ſmaller n of the 
urethra ſhould prove the cauſe of the iſchury, and 
the moſt powerful reſolvents ſhould prove ineffec- 


- tual, I would adviſe my patient rather to have the 


extirpation of the tumour performed, than to live 
in the conſtant anxiety about the dreadful conſe- 


quences 1 from his complaint. 
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On VENEREAL ULCERS. 


N ulcer ariſing in any part of the body from 


ed, — to expreſs its corrodin g nature. 
Venereal ulcers owe their origin either to a pri- 
mary or to a ſecondary infection; viz. to the venereal 


virus originally applied, or depoſited from a tainted 


maſs on the ſurface of the body. Both kinds may 


ariſe on any part of the body; = they appear more 


frequently upon parts which are not covered with 


the cuticle ; ſuch as the glans penis, the infide of 
the prepuce, the urethra, the labia pudendi, nym- 


phe, lips, mouth, nipples, &c. Of internal ve- 
nereal ulcers we have not yet, as far as 1 non. 
any authentic obſervation. c 
Though venereal ulcers, as I have juſt now 
cific do generally and moſt frequently ap- 
pear only on parts which are not covered with 


the cuticle, eſpecially in the glans, prepuce, 


mouth, &c. yet we meet not unfrequently 


with caſes where they affect parts covered with 


the cuticle; as the penis, ſcrotum, thigh, &c. 
There/are likewiſe inſtances where ſurgeons per- 
forming ſome operations, or perſons aſſiſting in 
the delivery of women, have had the misfortune of 


being affected with venereal ulcers in their hands 
. or 


a venereal cauſe is called a venereal ulcer, or 
commonly a ſhanler (or chancre); a name adopt- 


or arms. Ja al tes If chis latter N Wy poi⸗ | 
= ſon ſeemed to me univerſally to operate more 
= powerfully than when originally applied to the 
parts not covered with the cuticle, or when de- 
= poſited from a tainted maſs. I know a midwife, 
= who, having been infected in this manner ſeve- 

. ral years ago, ſtill ſuffers from the diſeaſe; and 

wee have another inſtance in this metropolis, of 

an eminent male practitioner in the ſame art, 
who, by delivering an infected woman, got ulcers 
in his hand, and at this preſent time ſtill labours 
under the conſequences, though it is now three 
years ſince he received the intection— I know a 
gentleman who, wounding his finger by accident 
with a penknife, expoſed it the ſame evening to 
infection, without ſuſpecting any bad conſequen- 
ces: the wound changed in two days to a very 
bad venereal ulcer, accompanied with a painful 
and obſtinate ſwelling of the whole arm together 

i! with a bubo under the arm- pit, and ſymptoms 

* ; of a general infection. 

'Y Though I have with the epvaRticars attended 
to all rhe caſes of this kind which fell under my 
obſervation, I could not diſcover, in the conſti- 

tutions of the patients, any particular cauſe of 
ſuch violent ſymptoms. In two inſtances, the 
patient before and afterwards had venereal ulcers 
in places not covered with the cuticle, and the 
Poiſon there produced the common ſymptoms 

9 79 It ſeems therefore probable to me, that, in 

der to excite primary venereal ulcers upon a 
| Place covered with the cuucle, the virus muſt jog 
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"ON VENEREAL "ULCERS. 


ther ue cee acrid in its nature, or de ce 
more violent effects on account of its being ap- 
plied to parts which have no mucus to dilute 1 
it, or to defend themfelves from its acrimony. 7 
We obſerve, at leaſt very ſeldom, ſuch violent 
and obſtinate effects in primary venereal ulcers 
upon parts not covered with the cuticle, or in ſ 
condary ones ariſing upon any part of the ſurface 
of the body. This is owing moſt probably, in 
the former caſe, to the poiſon meeting with a 
quantity of mucus to dilute it, and in the latter 
to its having been diluted, or undergone ſome | 
change by its previous mixture with the maſs. 

Venereal ulcers, though ariſing from a primary 
infection, are either local or umwverſal ;- wiz. the 
venereal virus having been applied to the part, 
and, by its ſtimulus, produced an irritation and 
ſubſequent eroſion, is confined {till to that part 
only; or it has bern already abſorbed into the 
maſs, and thereby infects che whole body. This 
diſtinction is aſefa] and neceflary in practice ul 
cers of the latter kind, like thoſe ariſing from a 
ſecondary infection, never being curable without 
a courſe of medicines which purify the maſs from 
the venereal infection; whereas the former may 
be cured by mere local applications. | 

But here I muſt take notice of another di- 
Gagion which is of the greateſt importance in 
practice, and to which writers on this ſubject = 
ſeem hitherto not to have paid due attention. 1 i 
Ulcers ariſing on the genitals are, now-a-days, 
ſometimes after the ſlighteſt examination, ge- 
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NY os to 45 mm N treated 
as ſuch: yet it is certain, and daily: experience 
ſhows, that ulcers, both of the fauces and geni- 
_ tals, may, in our days as well as in the days of CI- 
2 ariſe from acrimonies or miaſmata which 

have nothing in common with the venereal virus. 
However, by not attending properly to this point, 

I have not only ſeen the honour of 1 innocent per- 
ſons brought into queſtion, but patients, by an 
improper treatment, reduced to a miſerable ſitu- 
ation. 

1 But the more dreadful eee I have 
obſerved,” when ulcers of the mouth and fau- 


Cees, occaſioned by the uſe of mercury itſelf, 
. eſpecially. under a ſalivation, are miſtaken ;, or 
15 when ulcers are confounded with venereal ones, 


which at firſt really owed their origin to the 
venereal virus, but during a mercurial courſe 
aſſume a different appearance, and ſeem to have 
entirely changed their venereal nature: in- 
 ead of healing, to which point they ſeem- 
cd to approach, they now prove not only ob- 
ſtinate, but, yielding a thin ichorous diſcharge, 

grow worſe under the continuation of the ſame 
remedy, and ſpread further and further. To 
ſhow the importance of theſe diſtinctions more 
evidently, I ſhall ſubjoin an account of a few 
. caſes relating to that ſubject; but ſpeak more 
= eſpecially about their nature below, under the 
Nad of Venereal ; Complaints incurable by Mer- 
. / 
A tonciciaag twenty-one years of age, of a 


1 ſtrong plethoric conſtitution, conſulted me ſome 
= time 


* 


glans penis, with which he had been afflicted for 
eight or nine months. He had conſulted, at the 
time he got it, an eminent ſurgeon at Dublin, 
who preſcribed a courſe of mercurials. He was 


ſalivated: but the ulcer not healing, mercurial 


fumigations were applied for ſome time to the 
part affected; by which the ulcer ſeemed to grow 
leſs, and of a better appearance, but did. not heal, 
He was therefore adviſed to a ſecond: mercurial 
courſe, with different preparations of mercury 
internally and externally; but, under this courſe, 
the ulcus grew larger, deeper, and in every re- 
ſpect worſe. In that condition he came to Lon- 


don, and conſulted me. Upon examining his caſe, 


found a large deep ulcer of the glans, with hard 
and prominent borders, extremely ſenſible upon 


the leaſt touch: its baſis appeared reddiſh and ; 


pretty clean; but the diſcharge ſeemed to be 
of an acrid corroſive nature, by which, indeed, 


half the glans was already conſumed. I told 


him that I had ſeen ſeveral ulcers of this kind 
before; that it was not of a venereal nature; 
and that mercury, according to my obſervation, 
was, in that kind of ulcers, no fir remedy : that I 
could cure him, but that it would require at leaſt 
two or three months time; upon which he left me, 


promiſing he would call the next day and put him- 
{elf under the cure: he did not, and I heard no 


more of him till four months after, when he 


ſent for me. His complexion was lively and freſh I 


when I ſaw him firſt; but was now of ſuch a ſickly 
and cachectic appearance, that I hardly knew him. 
: His 
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time ago about a chancre, as he called it, of the 
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uſed theſe for eight or ten days: but the operation 
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His ſtory was as follows: That, having been 
diſſatisfied with my firſt opinion upon his caſe, 
and with the vg I ar 


im, he, at the deſire 
of a friend, had thought proper to conſult ano- 


ther perſon : That, after a cloſe examination, 
this perſpn had pronounced his ulcer venereal, 


and had aſfured him that nothing but mercury 


could cure him; that he had not taken enough 


of mercury, nor the preparation which was 


deemed beſt in thoſe caſes; and that, far from 


two or three months being required for curing 
him, his preſcriptions would effect a radical cure 
in three or four weeks time: That, upon theſe 
aſſurances, he had immediately ſubmitted to a 
new mercurial courſe, which had brought on a 
gentle fahvation ; but with fo little effect, that 
though the ulcus ſeemed to grow remarkably 


better during the firſt three or four weeks, it af- 
terwards, inſtead of healing, had corroded the 


reſt of the glans with part of the urethra. Upon 
which another ſurgeon was called in conſaltation, 


who adviſing the amputation of the part affected, 
and the former refufing to perform it, he had reſol- 


ved to drop their further advice, and to hear mine 
once more. I found the part very much ſwelled, 
the prepuce affected with a perfect phymoſis, and the 


urine diſcharging through three or four different 
holes. Iadviſed him therefore to have the prepuce 
cut, in order to ſee the ſtate of the ulceraration, 


to clean the ulcer, or to apply ſuch medicines 
as ſhould be thonght proper. Internally I pre- 
ſcribed him ſome ſtrengthening medicines. He 


he 


* 


he put off from day to day; when he was adviſed | 
by one of his friends to conſult another phyſician, 
who, by means of a decoction of hemlock and 

ginſeng root, promiſed to do ſomething more for 
bins than hitherto had been done. This decoc- 
tion he took for a ſhort time with very: little ef- 
fect, the eroſion going on further and further. 
At laſt another phyſician was conſulted, who in- 
liſted upon a ſtrengthening courſe of medicines, 
nouriſhing diet, the enjoyment of country air, 
and bathing in the ſea; by which means he is 
now re-eſtabliſhed, with the loſs of half his 
penis; which, had he followed my advice from 
the beginning, would have been nearly wholly 
preſerved. 

I make the following obſervations upon this 
caſe. Firſt, That I think it extremely improper to 
adminiſter a courſe of mercurials for a local ve- 
nereal ulcer; which was the caſe with this gen- 
tleman when he firſt applied to the ſurgeon at 
Dublin: That a ſecond courſe and ſalivation with 
mercurial fumigations were ſtill more improper; 
That adviſing him a third courſe of mercurials, 
after the two former were found uſeleſs, was not 
only very injudicious, but extremely hurtful, 
as it rendered him unable for propagation, to 
the great ſorrow of his family: That the advice 
given by the laſt phyſician to uſe ſome ſtrength- 
ening medicines, with a nouriſhing diet, to go 
to the country, and to bathe in the ſea, was a 
judicious and honeſt one; and that the patient, 
who was only brought ro follow this larter advice 


by the ſenſe of his ſufferings, would have been 
G 2 free 
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free of all this miſery, had he followed my ad- 
vice in the beginning. 

I 'was conſulted in another le; where ulcers of 
"tid throat ariſing during a mercurial courſe, being 
taken for venereal ones, and treated accordingly, 
by the continued internal uſe of mercury, be- 
came ſo bad, that both the tonſils, together with 
the velum pendulum, were near entirely conſumed, 
and the patient reduced to a moſt miſerable Gitua- 
tion, when, only by leaving off the mercury, and 
by the adminiſtration of a quite different courſe of 
medicines, he recovered. And Mr Brambilla gives 
us an account of a patient, who under a courſe of 
mercury being affected with ulcers of the fauces, 


which having been miſtaken by the ſurgeon for 


venereal ones, not only loſt his velum by the con- 
tinued uſe of mercury; but had a caries maxillz 
brought on, which proved fatal to the patient. 
The ſame awther hkewiſe obſerves, that inflam- 
matory tumours or ulcers growing gangrenous, 
are by the internal or external uſe of mercury 
conſtantly rendered worſe, though they evident- 
Ty owed their origin to a venereal cauſe. I my- 
ſelf have ſeen many inſtances, where patients 
affected with venereal ulcers, united with a ſcor- 
butic habit of body, by the imprudent uſe of 


mercury, not only were reduced to a moſt wretch- 


ed condition, but even to death. Mr Fabre, in 
the Supplement to his Obſervations: on the Ve- 
nereal Diſeaſe, relates like wiſe ſeveral cafes, where 
ulcers, though evidently ariſing from a venereal 
cauſe, by a long continued uſe of internal and 
external mercurials, and even repeated ſalivations, 
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not only remained without cure, but were brought 
to a ſtate, which afterwards yielding to no other 
medicines whatever, proved fatal.  Whence I 
think it will evidently appear, that, in practice, 
we ought to beſtow the greateſt attention in di- 
ſtinguiſhing, "Wy 

V, Local venereal af Tons from 00 ones; viz. 
from thoſe united with, or ariſing from, a tainted 
maſs. 

2dly, Simple univerſal „ ulcers, from « com- 
plicated ones; viz. ſuch as are united with mer 
toms of ſcorbutus, ſcrophula, &c. 

zaly, Ulcers of the genitals, mouth, fauces, Ge. 
ariſing originally from other cauſea; | for example, 
brought on by the acrimony of the ſaliva during 
the internal uſe of mercurials, or mercurial fu- 
migations from real venereal ones, But, princi- 
pally, 

athly, Ulcers of the mouth, noſe, e groins, c. 
which, though ſcemingly or evidently brought 
ON by a venereal cauſe, have now, as it were, 
changed their nature, at leaſt ſo far, char mercury 
has no further good effect upon them, but rather 
the contrary. 

The characters, by which thoſe different Wa. 
of ulcers may be diſtinguithed, are not eaſily 
deſcribed ; inſpection and practical „ 
muſt be our beſt guide. An attention to the fol- 
lowing points, however, may aſſiſt us in forming 
a judgment. 

Venereal ulcers are, in general, pretty eaſily 
diſtinguiſhed by their hard margin or borders, 
by the lardaceous cruſt with which their baſis is 
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| covered, and. by the preternatural redneſs of the 
ſkin all round 4. ulceration; which will be ren- 
dered more probable if the patient is conſcious 
that he has previouſly expoſed himſelf to the in- 
fection. As there may, however, ariſe ulcers in the 
genitals, of a different, or ſometimes, perhaps, of 
a nearly ſimilar appearance, from other cauſes, as 
has been long ago taken notice of by the moſt an- 
cient medical writers, and confirmed in ſeveral in- 
ſtances by my own obſervation, we ſhould be 
cautious and never form a raſh. judgment about 
the nature of ſuch ulcers, nor pronounce them 
venereal before we are perfectly aſſured of it. By 
following a contrary method, we may not only hurt 
the reputation of an honeſt perſon, and diſturb 
friendſhip, and ſometimes matrimonial happineſs, 
as I formerly mentioned with reſpect to gonor- 
rhœas; but do a material harm to the patient, 
by adminiſtering improper medicines. Ulcers 
which are not of a venereal nature, may bediſtin- 
guiſhed from venereal ones, 
1}, By their different appearance. 
_ 2dly, By their ariſing only, or growing worls 

during the uſe of mercury. 

'3dly, By their having been unſucceſsfully created 


with mercury before. 


'4thly, By their exquiſite ſenſibility. 
$5:hly. By the relaxed ſtate of the winnls body, or 
by the flabby relaxed appearance with an ichor- 
ous diſcharge from the affected part. : 
; '6thly, By ſymptoms of other diſorders, either 
1 alone or 1 with venereal one. 
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Ir has been adviſed by ſcveral eminent mediont 
writers, to treat all real venereal ulcers or chancres 
in the fame manner, vzs, b internal mercurials 
only, and never to make als of any external ap- 
plication. Several ſpecious reaſons have been al- 
leged for ſuch a treatment; which, however, are 
not ſatis factory to me. IT hey ſay, that chancres 
are ſigns of the preſence of the venereal poiſon in 
the hos and if, therefore, they diſappear by the 
{imple Sion uſe of mercury, we are ſure that 
the medicine has penetrated into the maſs, and that 
the poiſon is totally eradicated. To this I anſwer, 
That recent venereal ulcers brought on by an ori 
ginal infection, are by no means fuck ſymptoms, 
as has been aſſerted: On the contrary, they are in 
that caſe only a local diſeaſe, which requires 
internal, but merely local remedies; and if no 
topical application is made uſe of in time, they 
very often ſpread amazingly, the poiſon is ab- 
: ſorbed, and produces either buboes or other ve- 
nereal ſymptoms in the maſs. I undoubtedly 
| allow, that if they are of ſome ſtanding, the 
maſs will then be in conſequence infected; in 
which caſe, as well as when they ariſe from a 
a ſecondary or univerſal infection, they are cer- 
tainly what has been aſſerted of them, ſigns 
hanging out as proofs of the preſence of the poi- 
ſon in the maſs. Then, indeed, I perfectly co— 
incide with the opinion, that they may be treat- 
ed es by che internal uſe of mercury, with- 
G 4 out 
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are ſure that we have eradicated the poiſon from 


the part affected. 
hy immediately to ſuch ulcers, thofe remedies 


them; becauſe I think there is no patient, ac- 
to a mortification of the penis, or to a bubo. As 


been healed up by external applications, and 


the virus. It happens, in that caſe, what we ſee 
every day happen, without the uſe of any external 
application whatſoever, or what we muſt daily be 
afraid of, as long as there is the leaſt appearance 
of a venereal ulcer. What they aſcribe 1 in that 
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out any external application, becauſe, if they diſ- 
appear by the internal uſe of mercury alone, 
without having applied any external remedy, we 


the maſs, and cut off the evil by the root. But 
if they are in the genitals, or in the extremities, 
the poiſon often excites violent inflammation, 
phymoſis, mortification, &c. or it is abſorbed 
and carried to the lymphatic glands, where it 
occaſions buboes, before the mercury has had 
time to produce its effects and to aer it on 


Theſe are the reaſons why I always chooſe to 
which I found the moſt effectual for removing 


quainted with the nature of the diſorder, who 
would not prefer being affected with a real pox, 


to what has been ſaid and obſerved by ſome, that 
a bubo very often appears after chancres have 


that conſequently thoſe very remedies which are 
recommended to avoid buboes not unfrequently 
bring them on, I readily admit the fact: but 
am very far from believing the conſequence 
drawn from it, v:2. that external remedies applied 
to a venereal ulcer, ever promote the abſorption of 


. Caſe 
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caſe to-the medicines nh en I 1 
rather aſeribe either to their application being too 
long delayed, or to their not being ſufficiently 
efficacious. In all caſes, therefore, where I have 
reaſon to apprehend ſuch bad effects, I chink it 
not only proper but neeeſſary to apply to all ve- 
nereal ulcers, whether of a primary or ſecondary 
infection, the moſt efficacious local remedies, in 
order to remove them as ſpeedily as poſſible: with 
this difference only, that I conſider ulcers ariſing 
from a recent original infection as merely local, 
and think they may be ſafely cured by topical 
applications alone, without the internal uſe of 
mercury; whereas, thoſe ariſing from a tainted 
maſs require always, at the ſame time, a courſe 
of mercury. This laſt method 1 likewiſe fol- 
low in venereal ulcers of ſome days ſtanding, 
though from an original infection; there being 
always the greateſt probability that ſome of the 
poiſon has been abſorbed into the maſs during 
that time. External applications in thoſe caſes will 
never have any permanent effect; becauſe, if we 
are even able to deſtroy the poiſon, in the affected 
part, and to conſolidate the ulcer, it will ſoon 
break out again on the ſame or ſome other part 
of the body, as long as there remains the leaſt 
particle of it ſubſiſting in the maſs. 
The external remedies recommended for. this 
purpoſe are, Mercurials, Aſtringents, and Caufttes.. 
Among the mercurials, the red - precipitate 
{ſprinkled upon them every morning. and even- 
ing, I found anfwer the beſt, as long as the ul-- 
cer is covered with the white dana cruſt. 
The 


but whenever the ulcer aſſumes a cleaner appear- 


 mitrous acid} are more ſerviceable. In caſes more 


ride æris diflolved in oil, are thoſe commonly 


of all other medicines. The ſame aſtringents 
will alſo ſometimes anſwer our expectations, 1n 


inſtances where, in ſuch irritable or in ſcorbutic 


in one . where a mortification of the part was 
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ke mercurial ointment in this caſe 18 of no uſe; 


ande, then rhe ſimple mercurial ointment, calo- 
mel in powder or ſuſpended in lime-water, or, 
according to circumſtances, the ſublimate with 
lime-water, or a diluted ſolution of mercury in 


obſtinate, the mercurial re prove fome- 
times excellent. > 
If the mercurial applications prove ineffectual, 
the external uſe of aſtringents is often extremely 
ſerviceable. The Peruvian bark, aqua vitriolica 
camphorata, a ſolution of blue vitriol, or the vi- 


made uſe of; but from the yellow copper (auri- 
chalcum) in powder ſprinkled upon them, 
know of ulcers cured which reſiſted the power 


ulcers of an atonic or relaxed appearance, yield- 
ing an acrid ichorous diſcharge. 

The application of cauſtics has been lately re- 
commended in recent venereal ulcers, ſo as to 
touch them every twelve or twenty-four hours 
with the lapis infernalis, till floughs falling 
off ſucceſſively, the baſis of the ulcer becomes 
red and pure. This practice 18 undoubtedly 
ſometimes proper: but there are conſtitutions 
which will not bear any acrid application what- 
ſoever, eſpecially that of cauſtics. I have ſeen 


conſtitutions, very bad ſymptoms followed; and 
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the conſequence of ſuch an application. In theſe 
ſubjects, the internal uſe of Peruvian bark with 
external aſtringents, or oecaſionally a a mercurial 
lotion, will be more ſerviceable. 2 

If venereal ulcers reſiſt all the means Juſt; now 
recommended, the internal and external uſe of 
ſtrengthening medicines, a full diet, the uſe of 
wine, country air, and ſea-bathing, as mentioned 
above, will ſometimes prove effectual when all 
other remedies have failed. | 

Of other medicinesrecommended for inveterate 
venereal ulcers, I ſhall ſpeak hereafter under the 
article of Venereal — incurable by Mercury. 

I have ſaid nothing about the venereal ulcers 
of the noſe, eyes, face, &c. becauſe they require 
the ſame treatment as others, and may be eaſily 
avoided, by taking care that a patient with a 
venereal gonorrhcea or ulcers of the genitals, af- 
ter having touched the part affected, always care- 
fully cleanſes his fingers. 

Ulcersof theuterus or vagina, accompanied with an 
actid ichorous diſcharge, are not always, as is ge- 
nerally imagined, cancerous, but not unfrequently 
venereal; and may be then often cured by proper 
injections, and the internal uſe of mercury. I have 
ſeen ſeveral women, who thoughtthemſelves, from 
the pain and ichorous diſcharge tinged with blood, 
affected with a cancer of the uterus, believing in 
that point the judgment of their atrendants, radi- 
cally cured by the internal uſe of powerful, ſtrength- 
ening, and abſorbent medicines, and by injecting a 
ſolution of ſublimate or calomel in lime- water, 


alone or mixed with the tincture of maſtic, or, 
according 


. 
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according to circumſtances, che infuſum « corticis 
Peruv. in aqua calcis. | 

But we are miſtaken if we pk any good 1 in 
this caſe, as well as in the fluor albus or hæmor- 
rhagy of the womb, from injections, as they are 
commonly uſed. If we wilh to ſee any effect 
from them, they muſt be applied to the affected 
part; and therefore not thrown in the common 
manner into the vagina, in expectation that they 
will of themſelves, by theſe means, reach the 
ſeat of the diſorder, or the cavity of the uterus, 
A proper ſyringe, of a eee form and ſize, 
calculated to prevent the matter injected from 


| ie at the ſides, muſt be introduced as high 


poſſible into the vagina, or, if poſſible, into 
che ire of the uterus itſelf; the patient lying 
in bed upon her back, with her breaſt and head 
a little deans, arid her knees bent: and in this 
ſituation the jection. is to be applied, either by 
| herſelf or by an aſſiſtant, three or four times — 
ceſſively, keeping the ſyringe always in for ſome 


minutes, and repeating the ſame operation fix or 


eight times a day. A {ſyringe made of a bottle 
of elaſtic reſin, with a thicker and longer pipe 
than common, will anſwer for che above purpoſe 
extremely well, and will eftectually remove the 
prejudices. hitherto ſo juſtly entertained of the in- 
efficacy of injections in females. 

For cancerous wicers of the genitals as well as of 


ether parts of the body, the Materia Medica has, 


to my knowledge, vie + toafford; and all thoſe 
3 hitherto recommended for curing can- 
cers, appear to be deceptions of the inventors 


themſelves or of the public. Surgery alone can 


„ radically 
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radically e cure cancers, if applied i in time; ongha no 
honeſt phyſician will ever recommend uncertain 
remedies, to temporiſe and loſe in the mean tiine 
the moment where he could have applied a certain 
one, I mean the extirpation not too late deferred 
where it can take place. FEM 


ON VENEREAL FISTULAS. 

In treating of venereal ulcers, we muſt ſay a 
word about venereal fiſtulas, which are nothing 
but venereal ulcers deep penetrating into the cel- 
lural membrane and adjacent parts, with a {mall 
callous orifice, and callous inſide. Their ſeat is 

moſtly in the urethra, groins, anus, &c. but 
{ſometimes alſo in the lachrymal ſac of the eye. 

Beſides the internal adminiſtration of mercury, 
the injections above recommended ought to be 
tried; if they do not ſucceed, the chirurgical 
operation ought to be performed. We ſhould, 
however, never attempt this latter before we have 
carefully eradicated the venereal virus from the 
tainted maſs. From the neglect of this point, 
we ſee daily, that ſuch patients undergo two or 
three times the operation, without being the better 
for it: the fiſtula remains as obſtinate as it was 
before; or, healing 1n one place, it ſoon breaks 
out in another. If the fiſtula heals quick and 
perfectly after the operation, it is a certain ſign 
that the patient has been radically cured of rhe 
lues. 


T he Mila lachrymalis, ariſing from 258 venereal 
virus 
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virus Jaded in ahi n ſac, els: very 
often a yellow greeniſh diſcharge, reſembling that 
-00zing out of the urethra in a clap. Whether it 


ever ariſes from a ſuppreſſed or retropulſed go- 


norrhœa, I cannot poſitively ſay; but it owes its 
origin frequently to the venereal poiſon depoſited 
from a tainted maſs, and requires internal and 
external mercurials. 

The virus oozing out from venereal ulcers and 
fiſtulas, is ſometimes of a very corroſive nature: 


they ſhould therefore be dreſſed with a; piece of 
ſoft ſponge every twelve or twenty-four hours; 


and the furrounding ſurface of the {kin ſhould 
be carefully defended, by anointing it with the 
white cerate, or ſaturnine liniment: 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. VIII. 


o the Puruosts. 


IIS abt in which . prepuce is GA ſtrait- 
ened on the point of the penis that it can- 
not be drawn back over the glans, has been call- 
ed Phymoſis, from the Greek 39, pracludo, obturo ; 
and might be perhaps in our language more pro- 
perly called a coarctation or ſricture of the prepuce. 
To this diſorder are eſpecially ſubje&t men 
who from nature have the glans covered with 
a more ſtrait prepuce, or have too ſhort or too 
ſtraight a frænum; all thoſe whoſe religion or- 
ders circumciſion, are free from it. | 

This diforder ariſes, in our days, generally 
from venereal ulcers in the inſide of the prepuce, 
or from the Blennorrhagia balani, ( gonorrhea ſpu= 
ria), producing a violent felling and inflamma- 2 
tion of the prepuce. 

It has been recommended, if he mia be 
violent, to make an inciſion of the prepuce; which 
18 certainly ſometimes neceſſary; but, where 
chirurgical operations can be avoided, L think 
they ought. This operation has been adviſed 
principally either to prevent the ſpreading 
of chancres, which are frequently the cauſe of 
the phymoſis; or to avoid buboes; or, what 


18 ſtill more material, to prevent (if there be any 
ulcers) 


* 


or THE: PHYMOSTS. 


i ulcers) a concretion 1 the glans with che pre- 
puce. Thoſe who, in curing chancres, truſt en- 
tirely to the internal uſe of mercurials, will 
hardly infiſt upon this operation. As to the 
danger of their producing buboes by an abſorp- 
tion of the poiſon, I allow the apprehenſion to be 
perfectly juſt; but I cannot admit, that an inci- 
fion would prove a preventative. A freſh wound, 
by. expoſing a freſh and larger ſurface to the ab. 
ſorption of the virus, muſt, in my opinion, rather 
increaſe the danger. 1 think i it, therefore, more 
proper to obviate thoſe bad conſequences by pro- 
Per injections, and by introducing ſome fine lint 
once or twice a-day with a probe between the 
prepuce and glans. However, if this ſhould be 
impracticable, or livid ſpots ſhould appear thro 
on prepuce, immediate recourſe to the operation 
ought to be had, leſt a Sreater evil, a mortification, 
ſhould en: N 
In order to aſcertain whether there is a vene- 
real ulcer between the prepuce and glans, I 
introduce a probe, with ſome lint affixed to it. 
Then, turning it round the whole glans, the pa- 
tient generally feels pain, if there is any ulcer, 
as ſoon as the probe with the lint touches it; and 
upon withdrawing i it, a part of it will be Rained 
with purulent or puriform matter; whereas, if 
there is but a ſimple gonorrhœa ſpuria without 
any ulceration, the whole of the lint will be 
ſtained with the ſame equally. In either caſe, if the 
inflammation and- ſwelling is violent, I apply a 
poultice made of bread and water mixed with 


fore acetum lithargyrii; and inject three or four 
times 
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times a-day a diluted ſolution of mercury in, ni- 
trous acid, or the ſublimate or calomel ſaſpend- | 
ed in lime-water, or, according to circumſtances, 
Plenk's ſolution of mercury with gum arabic, be- 
tween the prepuce and glans, in ſuch a manner, 
that the interſtice between them is filled and di- 1 
ſtended with the injection. If there be any ulcer, 
ſome lint dipt in the ſame, may be applied to 
it, by means of a probe, once or twice a- day. 
[ think there is never any danger of a concretion 
of the parts as long as the ulcers remain venereal; 
and in the mean time their nature is changed, 
the phymoſis is alſo generally removed. Inter- 
nal mercurials ought in ſuch. caſes never to be 
omitted. But, as I have obſerved juſt before, the + 
inciſion of the prepuce ought to = immediately 
performed, if the inflammation be very high; i 
there appears any danger of mortification ; or 
if we have reaſon to ſuſpect, beneath, an ulcera- 
tion a a bad or Tan cancerous nature. | 
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CHAP. K. 


Of the PanapnyMoars, 5 


JARAPHYMOSIS, a word derived from the Greek 
i © Hee" de, and v prœcluſio, obturamentum, ſigni- 
1 ing the oppoſite of phymoſis, is a diſeaſe where 
ly the prepuce, being drawn behind the glans, is ſo 
contracted there, that it cannot be brought again 
forwards over the glans; and would for this reaſon, 
in my opinion, be more ee named a rer. 
a N of the glans, 

Men who. from nature have a ſtrait prepuce 
are moſt ſubject to this diſorder, which ariſes ei- 
ther from venereal ulcers, or from a preternatural 
Twelling of the glans, as is ſometimes the caſe 
in violent claps. I have little to add to what 
has been ſaid on the ſubject, by Celſus and by 
ſome modern writers. 

I have ſeen an inſtance where a gangrene of 
the glans was the conſequence of ſuch a ſtrangu- 
lation, before the ſurgeon could come to give aſſi- 

ſtance. We ought therefore to uſe our utmoſt 

endeavours to bring the prepuce forwards as quick 

At poſfible. 

The moſt effectual remedy for this purpoſe is 

to ſprinkle repeatedly cold water upon the part, 


in the mean time N Preſſing the ſwell- 
| ed 
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2 glans with the fingers dipped rege ij 


cal water, ſo as to ſqueeze out, if poſſible, Ml 
the blood extravaſated in its cavernous ſub- 
ſtance. By theſe means, the turgeſcency of the 
corpus cavernoſum glandis will be moſt effica- 
ciouſly diminiſhed; and by ſkilful ' management, 
gently preſſing the glans backwards, whilſt we en- 

deavour with the fingers of the other hand to bring 
the prepuce over it forwards, we will very often 

ſucceed, and relieve the patient from 1 imminent bs 
danger. Ice, or water rendered by art cold as ice, 


may perhaps be uſeful to the operator in accom 


pliſhing this deſirable effect; but if the diſeaſe 
be accompanied with a venereal gonorrhea, we 


muſt be cautious with regard to the application. 
of cold, leſt we might bring on. a worſe complaint, 


by a retropulſion, than the diſeaſe for which cold is 
applied. If we are nor ſoon able'to reduce it, and 
the ſymptoms be ulolens, we ſhould not defer 
the operation, but make an inciſion in the prepuce 
or frænum; an operation by no means dangerous, 
but abſolutely neceſſary to prevent the moſt diſ- 
agreeable of all conſequences of venereal com- 
plaints, a mortification of the glans penis. If 
there are venereal ulcers in one ſide, I prefer al- 


ways to make the inciſion of the frænum or pre- 


puce on the other ſide; in order to ſecure the 
wound, as well as pofſible, from the poiſon, and 
to prevent its abſorption by the chop. pp of 
the freſh wound. 7 50 
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3 out being abſorbed by them. Theſe ve 7 
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8 of the bebe Hes i in ak Sud irlelf, in W 
other without it; ſo that we yy! properly. div 
ſtinguiſh them, by calling mer Ws 
thic, and the latter a hm . 10 Cf 48 "> 
T his diſtinction, being founded on ks WY _ 
evident facts, is abGlewly neceffary' to regulate” 
the method of eure. ut the diſtinction of idio- 
pathic buboes into primary and ſecondary, vz. 
ſuch as arife from an ori ginal infection, anc 
thoſe which are ſuppoſed to owe their origin to 
the poiſon depoſited from the maſs into the er 5 
ſeems be of no practical uſe Whatever. 1 
thic venereal buboes, as we have trend 79 
owe their origin ta the venereal poifon' abſorbed 3 
and lodged in the gland. This abſorption fre- 
quently takes place after the virus has by its acri- 
mony produced ſome ſlight excoriation or ulce- 
ration 1n the ſurface of the glans, prepuce, ure- 
thra, genital parts, or extremities. Whether a2 


bubo ever ariſes, as has been hitherto generally 
afſerted;” from the venereal virus being depofited 
from tlie maſs into the gland, like peſtilentia tk 


_ ſeem to ariſe in the plague; is with mae 
s yet a matter of doubt; this aſſertion ſeems 
nie 80 rather founded on an hypothetical fap= 
poſition than on real obſervation. But that bu- 
boes may ſometimes, though ſeldom, ariſe from 
an immediate abſorption,” without any previous 
lation or ulcer in the ſurface of the body N 

is Pele from ſeveral authentic obſer vation; 
though this opinion hat been controverted bỹx _Þ 


lone modern writers. About 12 years ago, three 
„ ; „ ſoldiers” 
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ſoldiers came into che en Koſpirat i in one 
week, all affected with a bubo from the ſame 
woman. They had all been in perfect health a 
few days before; neither had any of them the 
leaſt excoriation in the genitals or thigh now, nor 
even any appearance of a running. — Whether this 
immediate abſorption is owing to a torpid and leſs 
irritable habit of body, or to the greater ſubtlety 
or leſs irritating nature of the virus in ſome 
caſes, I pretend not to aſcertain. But to this im- 
mediate abſorption it is perhaps owing, that we 
cannot always avoid a bubo, or perhaps even 
the lues itſelf, by uſing the beſt preventatives; 
though they may moſt effectually ene _ 
rhœas and original chancres. | 
That idiopathic buboes ariſe not only from 
che abſorption of the venereal poiſon from ulcers 
of the genitals or urethra, but likewiſe from ve- 
nereal ulcers in any part of the upper or lower ex- 
tremities, is confirmed by experience. I ſhall ad- 
duce a feẽ examples by way of illuſtration.—A 
moſt intimate friend of mine had, ſome years ago, 
the misfortune of being affected with chancres. 
Being then on his travels, he took ſome mercurial 
pills; by the uſe of which, the ulcers were cured 
in about ten days. The pills were then diſcontinu- 
ed, and he had no complaint till ſix months after, 
when he was one night awaked bya violent itching 
at his right elbow. Next night, the fame return- 
ed; and the third morning, upon examining the 
pot, he found it covered with a thick yellow 
ſcurf like a tetter. a8 ke was at tha time on a 
„ SET $350 Pimgayot e 
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journey, he delayed taking advice; thinking that 
his complaint might perhaps go off. But, two 
days after, he perceived a ſwelling under his 
arm- pit; which, in three days more, increaſed to 
ſuch a degree, that, when he came to me, he was 
obliged; to keep his arm a-confiderable way out 
from his fide. I told him the nature of his com- 
plaint. Ina few days, by proper applications, the 
tumour was diſcuſſed, and my er perfeAly 4 
cured ſome weeks after. 

Soon after, I was conſulted by a paatbalging „ 
kak undergone a mercurial courſe about fifteen 
months before, for a venereal complaint, of which 
he imagined. himſelf perfectly cured. Some 
; weeks . he applied to me, he began to feel a 
pain in the middle — the ſternum, whiah he took 
to be rheumatic. On this ſuppoſition, he rubbed 
the part affected with a piece of flannel, morning 
and evening. Thus the pain in the ſternum was 
removed; but the ſecond morning after, the 
great toe oß the left foot, and that next to it, were 
in like manner affected. This pain being removed 
by friction with flannel as before, returned to the 
ſternum; from which being driven by a ſimilar 
friction, it again returned to the foot. He now 
began to imagine that his complaint was of a 
gouty nature; but having occaſion to go abroad 
that day, he bathed his foot in warm water, and 
pared a corn which he had upon one of the af- 
fected toes, in order to walk the more eaſily. In 
performing this operation, he cut too deep, and a 
few drops of blood came. Upon this he imme- 
diately deſted: but the next —_ on examining 
H 4 the 
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"it bet hs 88 4 liftle Spenden had "FOR 
place; upon which, he covered and ſore” with a 
piece of clean linen.— The ſecond evening, he 
felt a ſlight pain in the groin, which he then 
| diſregarded; " 6 in a few days after, when one of 
the glands ſwelled to the bigneſs of a pigeon's 
egg, To aſked my advice. I informed him that he 
not been radically cured of his former diſorder, 
and that the preſent ſymptoms were a conſe- 
quence of it; that the pain both of the ſternum 
and of the toes was 3 ; and that from the 
wound of the toe, and ſucceeding ſuppuration, 
the poiſon had been abſorbed by the lympharics, 
and carried to the firſt gland they met, which in 
this cate was one of the lower lymphatic glands 
of the groin. -: The ulcer of the toe ſtill continued 
but was very ſmall, and diſcharged a little matter 
reſembling pus. I applied upon it a mercurial 
plaſter; and cured the bubo, as well as che cauſe : 
1 it, by a courſe of mercurial frictions. 
Some years ago, an eminent — in 
"a was called to deliver a woman, who 
unknown to him vras affected with chancres. 
- Ulcers on his hand, and a ſwelling of the lym- 
pPhatic gland of the fore arm, which proved my 
 obſtinare were the dreadful conſequerices. / FE: vert 

' Sympathic wenereal buboes, as Thave already men- 
tioned, owe their origin, not to the abſorption 
of: the venereal poiſon, but to an irritation of the 
mouths of the neighbouring lymphatic veſſels. 
This ſpecies of buboes we frequently meet with in 
Ample venereal gonorrheras; or, — of the 


** bn ee we ſometimes ſee 


Two 
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ed Gr three contiguous -Hlivrees; ſwelled by pant 
pathy. In this caſe, however, only that which; 8 
really infected, cbntinues to increaſe in bulk! 
while the others: remain in the ſame ſtate; and at 
laſt diſappear without oc increaſe of their fell | 
ing. TEX | A 
| Sympathic- bub 20 off women as ſoon = 
as their irritating cauſe in the nerghbourhood1s re- 
moved; and it is only this kind of buboes, which © 
quacks, with their pretended noſtrums, ſeem torres | 
move ſometimes in a few days; while, on the other 
hand, we frequently hear ſome patients com- 
plaining of intelligent phyficians, for not having 
been ſufficiently expeditious in curing their bubo, 
ornot having done it without ſuppuration, though 1 85 
hey had formerly been radically cured by a 
quack, by the ſimple application of a — | 
ointment or plaſter to the part affected. If ſuch 
patients, however, were acquainted with the dif- 
ference between the true nature of their preſent and 
former complaint, they would eafily ſee, that, in 
the former caſe, the cure was not to be attributed 
to the ointment or plaſter applied, but merely to 
the nature of the diſeaſe; whereas, in the latter, 
great kill and attention is often requiſite, either 
to diſcuſs a bubo, or to cure it, after the attempt 
to diſcuſs it has proved ineffectual. 
Having eſtabliſhed this eſſential diſtinction be- 
twixt Idiopathic and Sympathic buboes, I ſhould 
now proceed to ſpeak of the method of treating 
them; but, previous to this, I think it uſeful to 
take notice -of ſome prejudices which are enter= *} 
tained by many, concerning the nature and cure . 
of this complaint. | _— 
„ by: 
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ki By many . eſpecially abe ** ant 


the more ſoutherly parts of Europe, it is reckoned 


dangerous to reſolve or diſcuſs a venereal bubo. 
This prejudice ariſes from an opinion that the 
virus is by this method repelled and abſorbed 
into the maſs, where it. afterwards occaſions a 
general infection: whereas, if the bubo is cured 
by ſuppuration, they imagine that no infection 
of the maſs is to be apprehended; but that, on 
the contrary, even in caſe any poiſon ſhould have 
been abſorbed during the ſuppuration, not only 
the virus lodged: in the gland 1s carried oft, 
but likewiſe the whole maſs is thereby purified. 

Hence they imagine that the abſceſs formed by 
the ſuppuration of the bubo, is a kind of chan- 
nel for cleanſing the body entirely from the ve- 
nereal poiſon, As this opinion, however, is not 
only altogether erroneous, but may prove hurt- 
ful to the patient, at leaſt by depriving him of 


an advantage which he might otherwiſe have 


enjoyed, I muſt make two obſervations on this 
- Gabon,” Firft, That, by the modern improved 
practice of applying mercurial frictions, the diſ- 


cuſſion of a bubo cannot poſſibly occaſion any 


ſuch thing as a retropulſion of the venereal vi- 
' Tus into the maſs ; but that, on the contrary, by 
following this method, the virus lodged in the 


gland itſelf is effectually deſtroyed: and, /econdly, 


That, though the virus ſhould have been actually 
repelled from the gland into the maſs, ſuch a re- 
tropulſion would ſtill be preferable to the method 
of, curing the bubo by ſuppuration. 

Hut in order to let this matter-in the cleareſt 


light, 
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li aha] 1 an have recourſe. to the enn 
diſcoveries which have been made about the lym- 
phatic ſyſtem; and then conſider what muſt be 
the conſequence of mercurial frictions applied in 
the manner to be mentioned hereafter. , 

We know, from' the obſervations of Profeſſor 
Alexander Monro, and thoſe of the late Dr W. 
Hunter, and particularly from. Mr Hewſon's 
plates *, that the lymphatic or abſorbent veſ- 
ſels begin every where on the ſurface of the bo- 
dy, with the ſmalleſt ramifications; that, in go- 
ing upwards from. the lower extremities, they 
unite into larger branches, which terminate in 
the inguinal glands, pouring into them the liquid | 
which they have abſorbed- at their extremities. 
This liquid, which in a natural ſtate is nothing 
but mild 1 ymph more or leſs diluted with water, 
which has been abſorbed from the ſurface of 
the body, after being poured into the Iymphatic 
inguinal glands, 1s again abſorbed by other lym- 
Phatic veſſels, which carry it to the abdomen, and 
from thence through the thoracic duct into the 
maſs. . Let us now ſuppoſe that ſome of the ve- 
nereal poiſon has been abſorbed by the lymphatic 
veſſels — the genital parts, or of the lower extre- 
mities, and that conſequently it has been car- 


ried along vor the. lymph into one or more of 
| the 
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de But this, as well as the amy of the whole cen 
ſyſtem, and the diſeaſes depending thereon, will be more eſpe- 
cially illuſtrated by the ſingularly accurate and beautiful plates 
executed under the direction of Mr Sheldon, at preſent lectus 
rer of anatomy in London; which it is to be hoped he will 
not long, with-hold from the public, | 
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a. e e. The die? "AY brought 
into the Stand will either be abſorbed again by 
_. the oppoſite abſorbent veſſels, in which caſe it is 


Carried into the maſs; or, what more frequently 


happens, it will, by its acrimony, excite an ir- 
ritation, and thereby not only prevent its own 
abſorption, bur produce an inflammation and 
_ ſwelling of the gland. In thefe circumftan- 
ces, the moſt eligible thing both for the patient 
and phyſician, would be, if potlible, to deftroy 
and eradicate the poiſon lodged in the gland. 
For this purpoſe, we know mercury is a ſpe- 
cific; but the queſtion is, how to bring it into 
the affected gland. Formerly practitioners, thro? 
a defect of anatomical knowledge, imagined they 
could introduce the mercury into the gland, by 
| rubbing the mercurial ointment upon the gland 
itſelf. But fo far was this from having the 1n- 
tended effe@, that buboes treated in fuch a man- 
ner generally became more inflamed, ſuppurated, 
and even ſometimes mortified. By fach an ap- 
plication no mercury is introduced into the affec- 
ted gland; or, if it happens now and then, it is 
merely by chance; for we know that the Iym- 
Phatics arifing from the ſkin immediately above 
tlie gland do not take their courfe into the ſub- 
ſtance of the gland, but proceed obliquely up- 
wards to the abdomen. . Hence the bad or good 
effects produced in that caſe are not to be aſcribed 
to the mercury, but rather to the mechanical irri- 
tation occaſioned by the frictions, and would pro- 
| bably have taken Fees had any other ointment 
been employed. But if, inſtead of rubbing rhe 
mer * 
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3 ointment. upon the _—_ itſelf, che 
ſame be rubbed into the thigh: or leg of che 
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affected, we are to expect, according to the dif 7 


coveries of the courſe of the lymphatic veſſels, 
that the mercury will a — their ex- 
tremities, and from thence conveyed to the af- 
fected gland, where meeting with the re 
poiſon, it will moſt efectnally exert its 
cific power againſt it. That this is really the 
caſe, appears from the ſucceſsful practice of this 
method; for, if the mercurial frictions have been 
applied upon the proper place, and in time, before 
the inflammation has gone to too great a length, 
we find, that; in eight buboes out of ten, the poiſon 
is thereby either deſtroyed, or at leaſt ſo * — ged 
in its nature, that it is now no more 3 of 
irritating che gland any further; nor do we ob- 
ſerve, that the virus thus changed, and then ab- 
ſorbed along with the mercury, does ever after- 
wards proguge. any venereal unten, in the 
maſss. | 
But let us even ſuppoſe that the mercury has 
not deſtroyed the poiſon lodged in the gland, but 
has driven it into = blood, as thoſe patients com- 
monly believe. What will be the conſequence? 
The Ae undoubtedly, as when a victorious 
hero diſlodges and 4 a flying enemy before 
him. The very ſame remedy which drove the 
poiſon from the gland into the maſs, will purſue. 
it there alſo; and either expel it altogether, or 
render it, one way or other, inoffenſive to the 
body. 8 
To elucidate this. matter ſtill further, I muſt 
anſwer 
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Aker 2 queſtion wich I have Kea Sent 
propoſed, viz. Why does the method of rubbing 
mercury into the extremity not always ſucceed to 


diſcuſs the bubo in every ſtage of the diſorder ? 


For the ſolution of this queſtion, we muſt again 
have recourſe to anatomy. From this we know, 
chat there are two ſeries of lymphatic glands in 
the groin, called the upper and lower inguinal 
glands. In moſt people there 1s a communication 
between theſe two orders of glands : in this caſe, 
the lymphatic veſſels of the inferior glands com- 
municate with the ſuperior ones, whence again 
others ariſe which take their courſe through the ab- 
domen into the thoracic duct. But in other per- 
ſons there is no ſuch communication; the lym- 
phatic veſſels of the inferior inguinal glands 
proceed directly to the abdomen, without in- 
oſculating with the ſuperior ones. Now, the 
venereal virus being abſorbed by the lympha- 
ties of the genitals, is generally carried to the 
ſuperior al glands, where it produces the 
bubo. Whenever therefore the inferior ingui- 
nal glands have the above-mentioned communi- 
cation with the ſuperior ones, the mercury rub- 
bed into the inſide of the thigh or leg will be 


abſorbed, carried to the inferior, and from thence 


to the faperior inguinal glands, where it will 
produce the deſired effect. But, on the other 
hand, where no communication of this kind takes 
place, the mercury is carried from the extremity 
to the inferior inguinal glands, and from thence 
to the ee without ever reaching the af- 

r ow fected 


N 


fected gland, on which of conſequence i it can 


produce no effect *. 

But let us even go further, and ſuppoſe, that che 
method of treatment juſt recommended has not 
been followed; but that, inſtead of i + the irritating 
matter has been blunted, and the abſorption of 
the poiſon from the gland effected by — — ſeda- 


tive or diſcutient applications. What will be the 


conſequence? I anſwer, inſtead of a bubo, the 
patient will be affected with a diſeaſe of the whole 
ſyſtem; which, if recent, may be certainly and 
"radially cured in a few weeks time, without any 
bad conſequences remaining ; whereas the com- 
plaint with which he was affected before, is ſome- 
times very dangerous, at other times extremely 
obſtinate, and always of a very tedious nature. 
Beſides, even when the ſuppuration is of the beſt 
kind, which, however, is far from being always 
the caſe, the poiſon, before or after the abſceſs 
is formed, inſtead of being entirely evacuated, is, 
if not conſtantly, at leaſt very frequently, ab- 

ſorbed into the ſyſtem. Thus the diforder which 


the patient ſo much dreaded is really produced; 


for the cure of which he will at laſt be obliged 
to have recourſe to mercury, the remedy he was 
formerly ſo much afraid of. 

Let us now proceed to the method of cure. 
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„The ſame will likewiſe happen white the inflammation of 
the bubo is gone too far, or where a ſcirrhoſity is formed in 
the gland. Mercury in theſe Caſes canthave little or no acceſs 
to the gland; or though it could, would yet be very little able 
to change the nature Thich the diſcaſe has now aſſumed. 
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ce the * laid 38 it appears, 
being unprejudiced practitioner, in anyue: 

of an idioparlh bubo, ſhoMMld always attempt to 
_ diſcuſs it as ſoon as poſſible, by any method what- 
ever, provided the inflammation. has not. riſen to 
too great an height, or ſigns of 5 have 
already made tlieir appearance. The moſt effec- 
tual 3 of diſcuſſing tumours of. thus kind, 
is, as mentioned, by — frictions applied 
to the inſide of the thigh or leg of che affected 
fide if che bubo happens to be inguinal, or to 
the arm if the bubo be under the arm- pit. Oc- 
caſionally alſd, in the former caſe, frictions may 


bo uſed to the perinzum or ſcrotum. But as the 


ſucceſs of cheſe frictions is limited to a few days, 


they ought to be made not only with due care 
and attention, but, if circumſtances permit, be 
repeated twice a- day. Veneſection or a purge 


Will, occaſionally, likewiſe. contribute greatly to 


the intended effect. 


To the gland itſelf I A0 apply any thing but 


2 mercurial plaſter ; and from this I expect no- 
thing towards the accompliſhment. of the cure, 


but Arts uſe of it only to w_ the patient's mind 


* eaſy. Of late a * made of the root of Atropa 
mandragora has been much recommended for the 


reſolution of a bubo ; and by others a poultice 


made of the root of Daphne mezereum. They cer- 
tainly both deſerve to be tried, either alone, eſpe- 


FE 0 


cially where as frictions. n to g no e 5 
or along witk the frictions, In obfli hate calls : 
alſo, 1 would adviſe the application of dry cup- 
ping glaſſes to the fwelled gland, which has been 
attended with ſucceſꝶ at Edinburgh. Rep ated 
vomits, with cold applications to the part affes MN 
have been likewiſe recommended as uſeful for = 
the diſcuſſion of a bubs;, but I have never had 
occaſion to try either of theſe remedies; nor in- 
deed the hemlock, which has been praifed for this 
purpoſe borh internally and externally exhibited. 
During the whole time that a refolution of the 
bubo is attempted, the patient ought to abſtain 
from exerciſe, and confine himſelf to a very low 
diet; as '4 contrary regimen might greatly tend 
to increafe the inflammation. With regard to 
mercurial frictions on the gland itſelf, I have al- 
ready given my reaſons for diſapproving of them. 
Indeed moſt of the idiopathic buboes which I 
have had occaſion to ſee treated either in this 
way or by any other irritating remedies, have in- 
flamed and fappurated, though the application + 
was made with a view to prevent thar diſagree- 
able eircumſtance; and there are now but very 
few practitioners, let their knowledge be ever 
ſo little of the recent diſcoveries concerning the 
lymphatic ſyſtem, that would truſt to ſuch an * 
plication for producing a diſcuſſion. 

When I fay that an irritation of the gland 3 it 
ſelf will rather be followed by an inflarmmation 
and fuppuration than a refolution, I purpoſely 
mention an idiopathic venercal bubo; for ſym- 


. buboes may ee diſappear after the 
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uſe 


oN VENEREAL)BUBOES.. 


uſe of anda) frictions l upon * Sund | 
: itſelf, as I have frequently obſerved. We . : 
not, however, even in this caſe, to aſcribe their 
reſolution to the mercurial frictions, poultices, 
Kc. which have been appligd:; but to the ſimple 
operation of nature; becauſe: fympathic buboes 
will always go off by themſelves without any 
application whatever. For their removal, as 1 
have already obſerved, notbing more is requi- 
ite than to abate or remove the ſtimulus from 
the mouths of the lymphatics. This fact is ſuf- 
ficient, I think, to convince us of the import- 
ance of diſtinguiſhing in practice the. idiopathic 
buboes, or ſuch as owe their origin to the vene- 
real virus abſorbed from chancres of the genitals 
or, extremities, from ſympathic ones, ariſing 
from the mere irritation of the lymphatic — 
and generally accompanying ſimple gonorrhceas, 
ſwelled teſticles, &c. without the n of 
__ ahy. venereal ulcer. 
Thus far with regard to the! treatment of ve- 
nereal buboes by reſolution. I now. come. to 
treat of thoſe that are either too far gone to admit 
of reſolution, or that reſiſt it on . other ac- 
goun t. 

That a bubo will not 3 of reſolution,” we 
or by the tumour continuing to increaſe in ſize, 
and becoming red and painful after the proper 

application of the mercurial- frictions or other 
reſolvents had been made uſe of for four or five 
days. As ſoon as we:obſerve, thus, all our at- 
tempts to procure a reſolution fruſtrated, we are 
f How to employ all menus to bring « on as mild and 
7 ſpeedy 


W 


 ON'VENEREAL BUBO ES. 3 
ſpeedy a  fippriration as poſſible. Here, however 

we meet with three kinds of buboes eſſentiall ß, 
different from one another, each of which re- 
quires a treatment peculiar to itſelf, nay diame- 
trically oppoſite to that of the other. This di- 
ſtinction is ſo material, that the treatment which 
will bring the one kind to a mild ſuppuration, if 
applied to the other, may occaſion very dangerous 
ſymptoms, and even prove fatal. 

In the one, all the ſymptoms of inflammation run 
very high, ſometimes even to mortification; where- 
as, in the other, che moſt ; irritating eee are 
hardly able to raiſethe inflammation to ſuch a pitch 
as is neceſſary fof bringing on a ſuppuration. In 
the former, it is neceſſary to moderate the infam- 
mation: in the latter, to excite and augment it. 
When the patient, therefore, is otherwiſe of a 
healthy, ſtrong, and vigorous conſtitution; the 
inflammation high; the pain ſevere, and accom- 
Janie with an inflammatory fever; ; bleeding, 
ſometimes even repeated as circumſtances require, 
may be neceſſary. Leeches, however, or, in want 
of them, ſcarification-of the part affected, are of- 
ten preferable to general bleedings. In other re- 
ſpects, low diet, còoling drink, an antiphlogiſtic 
purgative, the warm bath, and an emollient poul- 
tice applied conſtantly warm to the gland, and 
changed when it grows cool, are to be inſiſtec . 
upon in theſe kinds of babes. 4 = 
In the ſecond kind, the ſymptoms of inflam- 8 
mation ſeem to run very Bow, merely from too 
great an irritability. But this may be eaſily diſtin- 
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and more frequent pulſe; as alſo by the conſti- 
tution of the patient. In ſuch. „ 
general evacuations, inſtead of being of ſervice, I 
obſerved-in general to be really — the 
patient, on the contrary, ought to be allowed a 
fuller diet; opium ought to be given every night 
or every other night, the Peruvian bark through 
theday; andto the external emollient applications, 
we here properly join ſome ſedative. In a caſe of 
this kind probably it was, that Mr Brambilla ſaw 
a young man to whom a bubo proved fatal by 
becoming gangrenous, after a courſe of et 
along with a ſtrong decoction of the woods was 
netter to him. I muſt make upon this oc- 
eaſion a general remark, that mercury ought 
never to be given either internally or externally, 
unleſs for ſome very particular reaſon, during che 
inflammatory ſtate of a bubo; or any other vene- 
real complaint. During that ſtate, I have never 
een any good, but often very bad effects reſult- 
ing from it, and more eſpecially when rubbed 
into the inflamed gland. 
- The third kind of buboes, eſſentially different 
| from the two former, we meet not unfrequently 
in patients of relaxed, debilitated, or of a cachectic 
or ſcorbutic habit of body. When this is the caſe, 
the tumour of the gland, an it ſeems red and 
inflamed, will riſe very little and ſlowly ; the pa- 
tient feels bur little pain; no fever attends ; or, 
, if any, it is rather of the low kind, and the pulſe 
is weak, with ſome depreſſion of ſpirits, —In fch 
eaſes, (that of 13 excepted) mercury will 
ſometimes be uſefnl and neceſſary, but evacuations 


of any kind are hurtful; a full diet with wine will 
ö Th be 


— 


ap 


be proper; and an infolibn; of bark in wine or 
ſome other ſtrengthening and aromatic medicines, ' 
together with local RE of more or banal 
active ſtimulants, will be pr: 4 
If ſymptoms of the Kaſey prevail, mercury 
ought never to be made uſe of; the patient may, 
beſides the uſe of wine and Peruvian bark, &e. 
cat oranges and other ripe fruit, or make wſe of 
the juice of antiſcorbutic herbs, and rake mode- 
rate exerciſe in a free open air every day. 
If by theſe means, or by any other method, the 
bubo is at laft brought to ſuppuration, moſt 
writers advife the artificial opening of the ab- 
ſceſs; but I chooſe rather to leave this to nature. 
From experience I have found, that nature, left 
to herſelf, ſcarce ever fails to make an opening in 
due time; whereas, artificial openings are often 
made before nature defires it, to wit, before the 
abſceſs is fully formed and ripe. I have beſides 
obſerved another advantage; v1z. that the abſceſs 
opened by nature generally heals much eaſter; 
whereas, that opened by an incifion, or the apph-" 
cation of a cauſtic, I have ſeen ſometimes followed 
by diſagreeable conſequences, not only making 
the cure more tedious and tronbleſome, bur 
leaving a large cicatrix behind; which laft we 
ought always to make an effential 1 point carefully 
to avoid, eſpecially in women, for 2 ſuffi- 
ciently obvious. In this we will generally ſuc- 
ceed, if the operation is left to nature. The ab- 
ſceſs then, does generally not open, till there is 
a thorough fuppuration of the gland; and the 
cicatrix is in a ſhort time after, for the moſt part, 


either ſcarcely vifible, or entirely diſappears. 
© | There 
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There are, however, ſame: particular. caſes, in 
; which it may be proper to aſſiſt nature, either 
by making a dilatation of the opening, or making 
an artificial inciſion altogether. Where we meet 
with buboes, which, notwithſtanding the means 
above mentioned, remain inflamed and hard, 
without either coming to a reſolution or ſappu- 
ration, beſides other remedies a ſmall bit of the 
lapis infernalis or common. cauſtic, about the ſize 
of a pea, may be advantageouſly applied to the 
middle of the bubo, for about two, or at moſt 
three hours, the eſchar afterwards anointed 
with a little of the unguentum cœruleum fortius, 
and the whole covered with a warm emollient 
poultice. This method, firſt propoſed by Mr 
Plenck, I have ſeen eee times followed with 
| ſucceſs. | ITY 
Here I muſt add, has in 1 „ I 
have obſerved the common method of applying a 
large cauſtic on the bubo for ten or twelve hours, 
in order to bring it to ſuppuration, attended with 
very bad conſequences. The event, in two caſes, 
was a mortification; and in others a very large 
ichorous and bad ulcer, which in one inſtance 
appeared really to grow cancerous, and at, laſt 
proved fatal to the patient: this, I have never ſeen 
happen from the application of the ſmall cauſtic 
above mentioned. | 
In other caſes, inſtead of the cauſtic, we may 
ſometimes expect the ſame effect from an applica- 
tion of che emplaſtrum commune cum gummi; 
or from a ts made of onions ſimply-roaſted, 
orboiled inoil. A ſuppurativeliniment has alſo been 
35 recommended, made of equal parts of the unguen- 


tum 
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_ the. bruiſed mandragora root, mixed. with a luffi- 
cient quantity of honey; but I eee "_ 
Portmmiah of trying it. | 


2 —— d 
nature or art, we are generally adviſed to admi- 
niſter mercury internally and externally, and thus 


treat the ulcer as a venereal one. This practice 
is eme undoubtedly very good; but in ſome 
caſes mercurial frictions, or mercury given in- 


ternally, will prove hurtful, nay often _ nan to 


very" dangerous ſymptoms. 
No general method, therefore, can be laid 


down. for the treatment of an exulcerated bubo; 


but the practitioner muſt be directed by the na- 
ture of the diſeaſe, and the conſtitution of the pa- 
tient, as mentioned above, where I ſpoke of the 
inflammatory ſtate of buboes. If . patient be 


vigorous, without fever, the pus of a good con- 


ſiſtence and mild nature, no external application 
to the ſore ſeems neceſſary; but a contmuation 
of the ſame poultice which brought on the ſuppu- 


ration, will certainly forward the cure more than 


any thing elſe. If the abſceſs aſſumes the nature 


of a venereal ulcer, mercurial injections may be 


joined to the internal uſe of that mineral. 


But there are other caſes of exulcerated buboes; 


which have hitherto either been entirely over- 


looked, or not properly attended to. Sometimes 
the abſceſs, inſtead of healing, either remains, 


under the continued uſe of mercury, in the ſame 
ſtate for many weeks, or aſſumes a relaxed and 


_ appearance; the diſcharge is copious, 


14 | thin, 


enki niels the Ang uentum erteile, and 
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ae atrche ſame ti time. ti hat thelicalth 
of the patient, inſtead of growing better, gradually 
grows worſe and worſe. In theſe. circumſtances, 
a quite different treatment will be neceflary. If 
the mercury before adminiſtered, has produced 
ſome ſenſible effects of its having been abſorbed 
> the maſs, we ſhould not — aſcribe 
the preſent ſymptoms. to the inefficacy of the 
mercurial preparation we have made uſb of, and 
conſequently have recourſe to another. We 
ought rather to take the hint given by nature, 
and not perſiſt longer in the uſe of a remedy from 
which we find no good effect. Mercury: is a 
poiſcn for thoſe patients: they require a full diet, 
wine, an infuſion of the bark in wine, with a free 
uſe of the country air, and gentle exercife. For 
the ulcer, an injection of the aqua vitriolica cam- 
phorata, or, according to circumſtances, a fomen- 
tation with the Peruvian bark repeated twice or 
three times a- day, is the neceſſary application; the 


ſore ſhould be covered with fine lint or a piece of 


ſoft ſponge, that the matter may be freely diſchar- 
ged. The dreſſings may be kept on by a piece of 
adheſive plaſter f on linen. To prevent 
excoriations of the thigh from the acrid diſ- 
charge of ſuch ulcers, thi application- of a little 
white cerate to the ſurrounding Pays will be ſut- 

| Kezent. Ni 4 
The eee caſe will e as an iidtiGirarion 
ol what I have juſt now aſlerted. An exulcerated 
bubo was, according to the common courſe of 
practice, treated as a venereal one, by the internal 
772 external ule of mercury, | The patient was 4 
this 


f , 


= 
5 =o 1 . : 
e 7 
" 3 . 
| | j 
- 
, + 4 
* : » 4 bY 
* * 
7 % ; 
” 
* £ 2 
*" 
* 


this Seibsd after 08 weeks time, ſo wiv „ 
duced, and the ulcers had fo bad an hppearance;,, 
that it was thought proper to have the advice 
of another perſon; when I was conſulted. I found, 
upon examination, the flabby relaxed atonic ap- 1 
pearance of the ulcer. . the phyſician and 
ſurgeon, who hitherto had treated the patient, 
that I thought the continuation of mercury im- 
proper; that the internal and external uſe of 
ſtrengthening medicines, and a full diet, with wine, a 
were the only remedies. They both were of opi- 
nion, that my advice was an unreaſonable one; 
and that the uſe of mercury was to be continued, 
only in a diffferent preparation. However, after 
2 good deal of converſation, I prevailed on them to 
try only for eight or ten days what I had propoſed; 
and the patient finding the courſe agreed with him, 
he continued the ſame for about fix "_— when 2 
he was perfectly recovere. N 41 

A ſimilar caſe occurred ſome time ago wins 7 
friend of mine in London, who gave the ſame ad- 
vice to a patient that had been treated before for 
2 long time in the like manner, and the patient 
found the ſame benefit of it. A remarkable cir- 9 
cumſtance I muſt take notice of, which happened 
with that latter patient: under the courſe of 
mercurials he ſweated every night a great deal; he 
put on every morning a clean ſhirt, made of new _ 
linen; all theſe ſhirts, about a dozen! in number, 
after having been once or twice waſhed with 
other linen in rhe common manner, grew fo ten- 
der, that they ſeemed to be quite rotten. 


If, ern a ſuppuration has taken place, and che 
abſceſs 
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monly called, a rene For. 


4 
* 


abſceſs has ig opened, part of the gland mould 
ſtill remain ſwelled and hard, repeated purges, 
9 with the continued uſe of che above- mentioned 


remedies, will effectually remove that diſorder. 


| The ſinuſes or fiſtulas which are ſometimes apt 


Pugs after ſuch ulcers, are for the moſt part 
eaſily prevented, as well by proper injections, as 
by a ſuitable poſture of the patient when in bed, 
and by a gentle, but careful preſſure, ſqueezing out 
the matter all round, every morning and evening. 
If fiſtulas or finuſes have been formed from an 
ulcerated bubo, and refuſe to yield to the above- 


mentioned injections, the knife muſt be employ- 


ed: however, they ſeldom or never occur, if the 
ſurgeon be attentive to the poſture of the patient, 


dilate the opening in time if neceſſary, and the pa- 
tient complies exactly with his directions. 


Hemlock, both internally and externally ap- 
i or has been ſtrongly recommended for cance- 
rous as well as ſcirrhous buboes: but I never 


ſaw it effect a radical cure where there was a real 


cancer; though there is nothing to hinder its be- 
ing tried: but in ſuch caſes, the only method, 
that I know, for avoiding death, or at leaſt a 
moſt miſerable life, is the total exciſion of the 


cancerous gland, if praQticable, and that not toc 


ian g deferred. | 
: Having thus finiſhed the treatment of topical 


: rok complaints, I now. proceed to thoſe ari- 


ſing from an univerſal infection, or, as it is com- 


CHAP. 
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On. the 3 or 7 enereal Di jegs in 


particular. | 


AVING premiſed ſome neceſſary obſerva- 
tions concerning venereal infection, the 
nature of the virus, and the different appear- 
ances of ſyphilitic complaints in general, in the 
beginning of this treatiſe, I now enter into the 
conſideration of the nature, ſymptoms, and cure 
of the ſyphilis or venereal diſeaſe, commonly 
called confirmed lues or pox, in particular. 

The effects or ſymptoms which the venereal 
virus is apt to produce when abſorbed into the 
maſs, are ſhortly as follow. . « if 

1. In the eyes: The moſt violent of all dw 
mations, with a diſcharge of puriform matter, 
(from a retropulſed gonorrhœa), ending gene- 
rally in perfect blindneſs; or an ophthalmy of 
a more chronic kind, of the eye itlelf, or of. the 
eye-lids; and ſometimes alſo the fiſtula lachry- 
malie. « © 

2. In the ears: Deafneſ, with or without a pu- 
riform diſcharge, (from a retropulſed gonorrhcea), 
or from the venereal virus affecting the ear, or nn 
orifice of the Euſtachian tube in the fauces. 4 | 

3. In 
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3. In the noſe. Ulcers in the noſtrils; an ulce- 
ration of the mucous membrane of the noſe, with 
a. caries of the bones, and a diſcharge of ferid 
/ ichor, known under the name of ona. f 
4. In the mouth and throat. Ulcers, caries of 
the oſſa palatina or antrum maxillare, eroſion of 
the velum, &c. ſore throat, coryza, paraphonia. 

5. In or about the genital parts, it will either 
prodace, or what indeed is more frequently the 
caſe, it will prove, a perpetual fomes of excoria- 
tions, ulcers, fiſtulas, gleets, warts, condylomata, 
polyp. Whether the gonorrhœas, ſwelled teſ- 
_ or buboes, ever ariſe from the poiſon be- 

g depoſited there from the maſs, is with me, 
for want ef authenticated facts, ſtill a matter of 
| doubt, as I mentioned above. 

6. In the in Copper- coloured ſpots, tetters, 
ſeabs, eſpecially on the margin of the ſcalp, or 
in the beard; a ſeald- head, or tinea; and . 
the difeaſe is very inveterate, it ſometimes, tho' 
ſeldom, produces a kind of leproſy over the whole 
ſurface of the body; a corruption of the nails, 
and ulcers of the moſt malignant kind, in * 
ferent parts of the body. 

7. In the bones : Either the moſt painful and ex- 
cruciating ſwellings, commonly called pi, ex- 
oftoſes, &c. eſpecially troubleſome at night when 
the patient grows warm in bed; or an ulceration 
in their external, or a corruption of their internal 
fubſtance, diſeaſes known by the name of caries 
and Hina ventoſa. The bones molt liable to be 
affected by this diſeaſe, are thoſe which are not 


covered with muſcles, as the tibia, the radius, the 
elbow, 
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Han the proceſſus . the ſternum, 
the os frontis, and other bones of the head, cc. | 
8. Sometimes the venereal poiſon will produce 
ellects, the nature of which is ſo concealed, that 
they ſeem rather owing to ſome other cauſe. 
Such are pains in ſeveral. parts of the body re- 
ſembling thoſe of the rheumatiſm ; pains in the 
articulations reſembling the gout ; white ſwell- 
ing; nervous or hectic fevers ; conſumptions of 
the lungs, or ſimple emaciation without any ap- 
parent vice in any viſcus of the body.—Theſe. 
ſymptoms have by phyſicians obtained the name 
of morbi venerei larvati. 
Sometimes the lues is really i ma 
other diſorders, ſuch as the ſea-{curvy, intermit- 
tent fevers, conſumptions, &c. Theſe are called 
morbi venerei complicati, and deſerve the utmoſt at- 
tention of the practitioner; becauſe the ſucceſs 
of the cure will often in a great meaſure depend 
on the accurate knowledge and diſtinction of theſe 

complaints. 
Ihe ſpecific remedy now generally applied for 
all kinda of venereal diſorders, is mercury in its 
different preparations. Though there are per- 
haps remedies of the vegetable kingdom equally 
powerful as mercury to cure the venereal diſeaſe 
in all its ſtages, they being either unknown. or 
difficult to be got, are neglected. Mercury is 
made uſe of, not only on account of its f. pecific 
power againſt this diſorder, but becauſe it is a 
remedy which is cheap, eaſily to be got, and 
quick and certain in its effects; in the fame 
manner, though. 1 We can cure agues by other ons 
Pap _ 5 
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dies we ene now-a-days ſeldom any ching 
elſe but the Peruvian bark. 


Several hypotheſes has been Aenne in order 


ws explain the manner in which mercury pro- 
duces thoſe powerful effects. None of them are 
founded on real facts; all of them are therefore 


little ſatisfactory. Some ſay mercury acts by its 
metallic weight, others by its aſtringent quality, 
others by its power of promoting all kinds of ex- 


cretions, and fo on. If thoſe writers had only 


conſidered, that ſometimes two or three grains of 


mercury brought into the maſs; -make the moſt 


violent venereal ſymptoms diſappear, I think they 
would have never had recourſe to ſuch an explica- 
tion. Perhaps, if there was an opinion to be advan- 
ced about this matter, chemiſtry could afford us a 
more reaſonable and ſatisfactory theory, by ſup- 
poſing that mercury has a pecuhar attractive 
power, or what is commonly called a chemical 
affinity, to the venereal poiſon, by means of which, 

wherever it meets with that poiſon, it readily 
unites, and forms a kind of compound with ir, 


which now has no longer any of the qualities 
which either of the ſubſtances, had before the 


union; and therefore the effect produced by the 


poiſon muſt, in the moment that union takes place, 
unavoidably ceaſe,” and the patient find himſelf 
either relieved, or, if the poiſon has been ſaturated 
with a ſufficient quantity of mercury, be radi- 
cally. cured. By this theory we would perhaps be 


more able not only to account for a few grains of 


mercury relieving ſometimes the moſt excruciat- 


—_ venereal pains of the bones, but alſo why mer 


cury 


cury taken internally removes venereal ulcers, 
without any external application, &c. It would 
further ſeem probable from theſe effects, that 
mercury has a greater chemical attraction to the 
venereal poiſon, than it has to any acid; and that, 
given in any of its ſaline preparations, wherever 
it meets with that poiſon, it leaves immediately 
the acid with which it was combined, and unites 
with the poiſon. I could ſapport this opinion, 
perhaps, if I added, that mercury cures the vene- 
real diſeaſe the eaier and ſooner the more mi- 
nutely it is divided; that, in order to produce the 
deſired effect, it is always neceſſary that it be ab- 
ſorbed into the maſs; but that it never cures the 
venereal complaints though abſorbed into the maſs, 
if not carried to the place or part affected. In | 
this manner we could perhaps eaſier explain why 
it often cures the venereal diſorder — any 
ſenſible increaſe of any of the different ſecretions 
or excretions of the era ; and why, if it pro- 
duces purging, immoderate ſweating, or ſaliva- 
tion, it very often leaves the venereal diſeaſe un- 
cured behind. But though we could thus reſolve 
all theſe different queſtions in a more ſatisfactory 
manner, I muſt confeſs that this theory 1s as 
little as the former founded on any real fact, but 
on mere conjectures; and therefore, as long as not 
ſupported by real fas, equally uſeleſs as all 
other hypotheſes in the practice of phyſic, where 
it may be ſufficient for us to know the ſpecific 
remedy to cure the diſorder, without being ac- 
quainted how it produces its effects, though ſuch 
N oh, A 
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Method i of ot ; 
Rt ag patient be ſtrong we ro ant the im- 
mediate ale. of mereury, I begin generally by 
giving him a purgative; and the next day ] let 
him bathe in a warm bath, made of a decoction 
of bran, or of fimple ſoft water. In this bath, 
the warmth of 3 ſhould be determined by the 
agreeable feeling of the patient, he ought to fit 
for half an hour or an hour's time; during the 
latter end of which time, he may be rubbed gen- 
tly all over with a fleſh-bruſh, or a piece of flan- 
nel. Coming out of the bath he may take a glaſs 
of good wine, if his circumſtances will admit it, 
I then go to bed. By theſe means the ſkin will be 
well cleanſed, and be — fitted for tranſmitting 
the perſpiration. If he is plethoric, or acouſtomed 
to bleeding, veneſection may be proper and uſe- 
ul, previous to his beginning the uſe of mercury. 
With regard to the ſeveral mercurial prepara- 
tions, I ſhall ſpeak hereafter. » We ſhould only be 
careful and attentive to obſerve whether the mer- 
curial courſe begun, agrees with the patient; and 
1 it de not bages, without heſitation change: it. 
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* —＋ hoſe 6f my | leaders who wiſh to be m more fully inſtructed 
about the operation and uſe of mercury, I muſt refer to Dr 
Duncan's Obſervations on the W publiſhed at Edin- 


* 
Thoſe 


Pl 


n : $05 


ra hy Is \ - n. 7 / 2 * * 5 2 . * | , * 75 * , * * * 2 4 * _ ht at 1 3 SY 
4 4 p . N ad; = If] 5 N wut 5 oft" "4 * ä f 8 80 2 9 4 , 
N : 1 9 * ; , "3 * * * * - * 2 4 : a N 4 ; | x1 « . ; . 
$75.6 - Y ; 5 af % * ; 3" 4 « * 
* 5 5 ] aw | ** f 8. ' 7 : ? 
* * 242 f l [4 4 - 4 * 4 
* 1 4 . 4 % 4 , * 9 is 1 s . 2 
” ” 4 * id 
it 7 s 4 4 - J . is * * vi * A 5 
* # — 1 4 4 . * a T 1 82 £ 7 3 x 4 9 _ Pa 
Fl N 17 - _ 3 — þ ; * 1 - s ” : * 
: ; £ $ ; , 4 Pi. — 4 , 2 y SS 6 » 4 ” 
* K 
. . z ” - % 
- . 8 
* 


Patients who will not bear frictions, bear ſome- 
times very readily the internal uſe of crude mer- 
cury or its ſaline preparations, and vice verſa. 
Others who will not bear mercury internally, 
will bear the frictions, or ſometimes will not 
bear one mercurial preparation, while they bear 
another. Some will bear them eaſier in pills, 
others in powder, or diſſolved in ſome liquid. 
To thoſe whoſe conſtitution circumſtances or 
choice are againſt mercurial frictions, we may 
give Plenck's ſolution of mercury in gum ara- 
bic, made into pills: they agree with moſt 
ſtomachs, even ſuch as ſometimes can bear 
no other mercurial preparation; or, accord- 
ing to circumſtances, crude mercury ſubdued 
with conſerve of roſes, or conſerva cardiaca, 
the hydragyrum nitratum cinereum, or pulvis 
mercurius cinerci of the new Edinburgh Phar- 
macopœia, is one of the mildeſt and perhaps 
moſt ſuitable preparations for thoſe ſtomachs 
which are not able to bear any other ' ſaline 
mercurial preparation. Mercury rubbed down 
with ſugar- candy, or calcined mercury mixed 
with opium, may ſometimes, according to 
circumſtances, be very advantageous; be. as I 
have mentioned before, great judgment and at- 
tention are required in adminiſtering thoſe me- 
dicines, as well as with regard to diet, bathing, 
&c. which it is impoſſible to enter into a minute 
detail of any particular circumſtance. The fol- 


lowing rules, however, beſides thoſe to be men- 


tioned below under the head of Mercurial Pre- 
parations, may ſerve as general ones. x 


The Patient whom we undertake to cure of the 
Xx lues, 


i. 146 0 N T: H E 8 YP: I . 8 
lues, ſt 5 G ent ſown ads to. bea 
of mercury; and neither be baflected — any 
nervous, putrid,” hectic, or inflammatory fever, 
nor with ſea- ſcurvy, or cancerous complaints, or 
gangrenous ulcers. In all theſe caſes, I have con- 
ſtantly obſerved mercury not only prove hurtful, 
but in ſome inſtances, where its ufe was. infiſted 
upon, even fatal to the patient. Thoſe dif- 
orders, if poſſible, ſhould therefore be previ- 
ouſly removed; or if the venereal ſymptoms pre- 
vail 10 much, that they make the immediate uſe 
of mercury indiſpenſably neceſſary, proper me- 
dicines ought to be conjoined with mercury. 
For reſtoring a proper degree of ſtrength and 
vigour, an healthful country air is one of the firſt 
requiſites; then aſſes or cows milk as it comes 
from the animal; or, what in ſome inſtances I 
have found far better for patients in eaſy circum- 
ſtances, a ſtrong healthy country wet- nurſe, 
whom the patient may ſuck himſelf; or if he 
finds this diſagreeable, (or too dan gerous), the 
breaſt of tlie woman may be drawn with a proper 
inſtrument, and the patient ſhould drink the milk 
immediately : this milk is the greateſt ſtrength- 
ener 1 know of, for debilitated patients. His 
diet may ochervvile conſiſt of light puddings; 
tender meat of middle-aged animals of all kinds, 
not too fat, eſpecially roaſted; and at dinner, 
jf he likes good ſtrong beer (or porter), he may 
drink it; otherwiſe a few glaſſes of good and ge- 
nuine Spaniſh or Hungarian wine will be uſetul. 
Moderate exerciſe of any kind, and occaſionally 
frictions of the whole body, will greatly aſſiſt the 
. e,, e ave 


above regimen. 54 fps mec Uk cines; he mould in M 
general take none; or, if their uſe ſhould be abſo- | 
lutely neceſſary, or if the patient defires any, ſmall ' 7 
doſes of the beſt Peruvian bark, finely po wdered 
in ſubſtance, or mixed with genuine SY neck, 43 
have found excellent. If the patient be very low, 

2 tincture made of iron diſſolved in vitriolic æther, 
I have found ſuperior to any other medicine. 
The cold bath will be ſometimes uſeful, but at 
other times very improper. This, with cheerful 
company, and avoiding venery or nocturnal pol- 
lutions, will greatly contribute to recover the 1 
ſtrength neceſſary for enabling the patient to ber 
the uſe of mercury. I ſhall, however, make one 
remark more here, which, as far as I know, has 
not been taken notice of by any former writer 

on this ſubject, that weakneſs, low- ſpiritedneſs, 

and anaphrodyſia, are ſometimes the immediate 
effects of the venereal virus lurking in the body, 
and in that caſe I have found mercury to be the 
beſt ſtrengthener; I have ſeen people in that ſtate 
gain ſo much ſtrength in eight or ten days, from 

the internal uſe of mercury, that they were molt. 
agreeably ſurpriſed. 

During the uſe of mercury, a ine diet of 
vegetables. and animals, as the moſt natural to- 
mankind, is proper; avoiding fat, hard, indigeſ- 
tible food. Acids will ſometimes cauſe. a griping 
or purging, under a courſe of mercury : where 
that happens, they ſhould be avoided. At table, 
the moderate uſe of wine cannot be hurtful. As 
to porter, or any other kind of beer, it does 
not agree with all ſtomachs under a mercurial - 
courſe; where! it does, I ſee no reaſon why 1 it may 
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not 5 Mane deer a0 1 never Sw in 
thoſe circumſtances any harm from it. But 
what I principally inſiſt upon, is, that the patient 
ſhould go early to bed: Indulging ſleep is rather 
fer viceable during a mercurial courſe. Moderate 
exerciſe on foot, in a chaiſe, or on horſeback, if 
the air be warm and dry, I found always more 
_ uſeful, than to confine him to his room. But if 
the weather be moiſt or very cold, it will be ſafer 
to ſtay at home. Night air is particularly dan- 
gerous; for it is in general cold and damp, and 

\ SJhould be therefore, by every patient under a 
mercurial courſe, moſt carefully avoided. I have 
| known ſeveral inſtances; where venereal patients, 
during the uſe, of mercury, through inattention 
to this point, have ruined their health and conſti- 
tution for many years, or even for life. Where 
the patient's buſineſs or circumſtances of life ab- 
4Y Suely oblige him to go out in very cold or 
| 3 : 5 * weather, he ſhould never do it without 
| being warm cloathed, and wearing a flannel or 
callicoe waiſtcoat under his ſhirt, and a pair of 

good warm woollen ſtockings. * 

Thus we proceed with the uſe of mercury, if 
mo peculiar ſymptoms prevent ir: let the patient 
— bathe once or twice a-week in a warm bath, if his 
conſtitution is ſtrong enough; weak and relaxed 
5 Habits will not admit of this. But whenever he 
| © perceives a nauſeous taſte in the mouth like cop- 
[. per, ſtinking breath, ſwelling of the gums, the 
1 teeth feeling as if they were ſet on edge, a larger 
ſecretion of ſaliva or ſpitting than common, mer- 

Re ſhould be FREY left off for ſome days, a 
warm 
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warm bath and ichen with the fleſh pruſh za be 

uſed, a gentle phyſic to be taken and occaſionally 

repeated; and cold air in thoſe circumſtances to 

be moſt carefully avoided. If under the uſe gf 

mercury {ymptoms of a general irritation ap- 

pear, it ought to be left off for ſome days, and 

a doſe of opium to be given in its ſtead: but 

if ſymptoms of an inflammatory diatheſis pre- 

vail, bleeding will be previouſly neceſſary. Thus 

we continue with the uſe of mercury, as I faid © 

above, till the virus is wholly eradicated, which 

wall be in twenty-five or thirty days, if the 

diſeaſe has not been of long ſtanding, and the 

ſymptoms have not been very. ſevere; but if 

the diſeaſe be inveterate, and the ſkin or bones 

ſeverely affected, ten or twelve weeks will be 

an e neceſſary to produce a complete and 1 

radical cure. 9 
To know whether hs lues is radically cured, : 

is à nice point of practical judgment; and if 1 

ſay, that, from a careleſſneſs on the part of the 

patient, or from want of knowledge on the part of 

the practitioner, with regard to this point, a great 

many patients are unhappy, and ſufferers, T'ad- - 

vance nothing but what we ſee daily in prac= 

tice confirmed. If we, were in poſſeſſion of a 

remedy, which, having the power of rendering 

the leaſt Particle of the venereal virus concealed 

in the body active, and thus enable us to diſcover 

its preſence, like as the loadſtone diſcovers the 

preſence of iron, there would be nothing neceſ- 

ſary, but to adminiſter that remedy the moment 

we think the patient had taken mercury enough. 
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Fi 1 lire d ſome experiments on this ſubject; 


and I have great reaſon to believe, that the con- 


| cluſion drawn from them will be ſatisfactory: but 


s L 
— 


as T have not yet a ſufficient number of authenti- 
_ cated facts to form ſuch a concluſion, it would be 
premature in me now to ſay more on this ſubject. 


As ſoon as the mercury affects the ede of 


the patient, we are ſure of The moſt eſſential point, 


viz. of its having entered the maſs, which ; 18 
abſolutely neceſſary for eradicating the poiſon 
lodged there. The diſappearing of internal 
venereal ſymptoms, and more ſo that of the 
external ones is another, not unequivocal ſign, 
that the mercury has exerred its action upon 


the venereal virus. If venereal ulcers which 


aroſe from an infected maſs begin to mend or heal, 


it pains or tophuſes of the 3 begin to diſap- 


pear, &c. under the uſe of mercury, we are ſure 
of its having removed the effects of the venereal 


poiſon; but we are not yet ſure of its having eradi- 


cated entirely every particle of that poiſon preſent in 
the body. For this purpoſe, we ought to continue 
the ſame uſe of mercury for a fortnight or three 
weeks after all the venereal ſymptoms have en- 


tirely diſappeared, and then we may be generally 


retty confident that our patient is radically cu- 


8 red of the diſorder.— I have obſerved in ſeveral 


"cients who bore the internal uſe of mercury ex- 


tremely well, as long as the diſeaſe took place; 


TY 


whereas, on the moment the poiſon was eradi- 
cated, they began to nauſeate ir, which proved ta 

be the ſtandard of their being radically cured. 
But we muſt Farcfully remark, that though the 
fs venereal 
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been radically cured, there occur many inſtances 


in practice, where exoſtoſes, knots, or ſwellings 


of the bones, owing their origin to the venereal 


poiſon continue, however, all the life through, 
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venereal | poiſon had been an eradicated 
from the maſs, and therefore the venereal diſeaſe 


without any bad conſequences; a caries of the 


bones will often remain, till nature by herſelf or 
aſſiſted by art has made the exfoliation. Ve- 
nereal excreſcences remaining after a mercurial 
courſe are to be looked upon as local complaints, 
and to be removed by local remedies. It has been 
a general obſervation, and I have ſeen it con- 
firmed in ſeveral inſtances, that the venereal diſ- 
eaſe yields eaſier to a good treatment in warm 
and dry climates and ſeaſons, than in cold and 
damp ones. This is the real reaſon that has 
rendered Montpelier ſo famous for curing the 
moſt obſtinate and confirmed lues. This is like- 
wiſe the reaſon that people, who are not cured of 


venereal complaints at Peterſburgh, or Stockholm, 


&c. are ſometimes cured when they go to Italy or 
Portugal; and for the ſame reaſon, they can bear 


Xp 


ſometimes mercury there without the leaſt incon- 


venience, till they are perfectly cured, when they 
could ſcarcely bear a few grains of it in cold or 
wet countries, without falling into an immediate 
ſalivation. I have ſeen ſeveral ſtriking inſtances 
of this kind. This does not ariſe from peculiar 
balſamic particles in the air of the ſouth of France, 
Italy, or Portugal; nor from any particular or 
ſuperior {kill of the. phyſicians at Montpelier, 
above thoſe of Londen: „ &c. as the 


patients often wrongly i but merely be- 
3 cauſe 
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: cauſe the atmoſphere is dry and warm, and ſome- 
times becauſe the formerly neglectful patient be- 


comes now more careful, and pays more exact at- 


tention to the advice of his phyſician and ſurgeon. 


Aſgmilful phyſician, however, will be able to put his 


patient, in any country whatſoever, i in a ſituation 


which he finds neceſſary for curing this com- 
| plaint, by putting him for ſome weeks or months 
in an artificial climate as adequate for him as 


the natural warm climate of Montpelier, Naples, 


or Liſbon.— One other circumſtance to be attend- 
to is, that patients under a mercurial courſe 


| ſhould be told of the effects of mercury on gold; 


ſuch as rings, lace, watches, &c. By not at- 


tending to this particular, diſagreeable diſcove- 


ries may ſometimes be made, which female Pa 
tients eſpecially have reaſon, to avoid, TR 
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On MzncURIAL PrepAnaTIONs in 
general. 


EFORE I enter into the conſideration of the 
different mercurial preparations, the reader 
will perhaps be pleaſed to ſee a ſynoptical view 
of all thoſe preparations and compounds of mer- 
cury hitherto invented. I therefore ſubjoin the 
following Table, where the acids which enter the 
ſaline preparations of mercury are arranged ac- 
cording to the table of elective attractions juſt 
now publiſhed by Sir Tobern Bergman, profeſſor 
of chemiſtry at Upſal. 


TABLE of all the different Mai 


PREPARATIONS and Courosrrroxs hi- 
therto known. 


I, PREPARATION where the Mercury is ſimply 
purified. 


H Hharargyrum purificatum. 


 Mercurius crudus purificatus effcinarum. 

Argentum vivum purificatum. Pharm. Lond. 

Anglig, Renee qu crude purified mercury; Ger- 
manis, Reines queckſilber; _— Mercure pure. 


0 | 5 | II. PRE» 
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11 PupranATIONs in x which the Mercury is 9 


85 | divided. 
. 1 ; . By gums or mucilages; = u im .. 
8 EE OE 
_ Te 75 *, Hydrargyrum gummoſum, 

; Moexcurius ae of Plenck (the inventor) 


Con pos ITA. 
* Pilule ex hydrargyro tis; | 

. Pilulæ ex mercurio gummoſo. Plenck. Pharm. Chir. 
= - ..__  Solutio mercurialis gummoſa. 6 
e Mistura mercurialis. Pharm. Noſcom. Sti Georgii. 

3 NY Potio mercurialis. Diſpenſatorii Novi Brunſwicenſi * 
Lac mercuriale. Planck. 
Fyrupus hydrargyri, Pharmac. Suec. 

/ 2. 57 reſins or balſams ; J ſuch as rurpentine 

| balſamum copaiva, &e. . # 
ME ba H lydrargyrum N Ke. | 


* oMrOos ITA. 

HPilulæ ex hydrar gyro terebinthina * 
Pilulæ mercuriales. 1 
Pilulæ mercuriales laxantes. 8 
Pilulz mercuriales ſialagogæ. Pharm. Danic. 

1521 Injectio mercurialis. Pharm. Edinb, Pauperum. 


1 ly, 57 ſuet or vegetable oils; ſuch as hog «-lard, 
gooſe- fat, or butter of cocoa-nuts. 


* Bien fa Ke unguinoſum. 


Unguentum hydrargyri. N 4 0 
Unguentum ex bydrargyro cceruleum. E. 
VUnguentum mercuriale, ſeu unguentum Neapoli- 
tanum. Pharmac. Auftriaco-Provincialis. 


| Cox MPOSITA. | 2 

| 4 king ha ceervieum fortin: L. 
JU nguentum cgeruleum mitius. I. 
Anguentum mercurial. D. 
1 „Cen mercuriale. ee 5 
3 04412 4,4. Emplaſtrum 
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r ex y 9 0 ö # 
Emplaſtrum ex gummiammoniaco cum mereurio. 2 
Emplaſtrum commune cum mercutio. L. 

| Emplaſtrum de ranis' cum mercurio. 2 


4. By calcareous ths Lach, as chalk, chelæ 
cancrorum, 1 


Mercurius 1 . 4 


Pulvis mercurialis. 6. 2 n 


— 


+ 


TIE PREPARATIONS. where the dh is cal 
cined by heat and : air. 5 5 


H. ae rum calcinatum. 


Mercurius caleinatus. 2 8. vigil 
Mercurius EG KN a per ſe. E. 


Coupos trTA. 


* Pilule ex hydrargyro calcinato. e 
Pilulæ ſyphiliticæ. Pharm. Meſoc. $2; Thome. 


* 3 2 


Pilulz ex mercurio calcinato. G. * | | 

: Pilulæ ex mercurio calcinitg ts "red 2 2 4 

IV. PREPARATIONS where the mercury 18 partly 9 
divided and partly diſſolved. 4 

1. By ſugar- candy, or ſaccharine compoſition 


ſuch as conſerva roſarum, cynoſbati, &c. 1 


* Saccharum bydrargyratum. ps 1 
CoMPoSITA. WO 5 
* Bolus ex hydrargyro faccharats. | 1 
Bolus cœruleus. 75. 5 1 
Bolus mercurialis. 6. 
2. By honey. 45 100 
* Mel Iydrargyratum. e 
Couros rr. „ ee e Bade: 1 


Pilulæ Eakiopiew.” E. U 5 [ 
Pilulæ mercuriales purgantes E. 
Pi ilulæ . „ 
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1 8. Mercury combined wich , Glove. 

4 of brimſtone)ꝰ. 

1 * Hydrargyrum fulpburatum. Ws 

ca a. By.ſimple trituration or fuſion. | i 

PH ydrargyrum, fulphuratum nigrum. 1 
Athiops mineralis. 3 yon 


Couroeres: ck 9" 
Pulvis Fekiopicus nn 
b. By ſublimation. $965 49 : 


* Hume, ſulphuratum Jef he EN 
Cinnabaris faCtitia, ſeu artificialis. 0. 


ComposiTa. | 
Pulvis antilyſſus Sinenſis. O. 


4. 1 combined with Aalphir of anti- 
ONLY » b 
a. = ſimple trituration. 


* Sulphur antimonii hydrargyratum nigrum: 
Athiops antimonialis, 7 


Comrosrta.. TE | N 
Pilulæ Ethiopicæ. E. D. 


b. By ſublimation. 


Sulphur antimonii hydrargyratum nee 
Cinnabaris a antimonii. 0. 0 


= e . 
= /. 8 Bolus eg 6 
. Mercury combined with ſulphur by preci- 


| pitation. 
[See below under the Preparations with the Acid of Vitriolic.] 


V. PREPARATIONS where the mercury is redu- 
ced to the form of a metal falt or calx, 


by acids. 


| 1. Acid of ſuet. 2. Acid .of e 8 31 rid of 
_ | ſugar. 4. Acid of amber. 5. Acid of arſenic. 6. Acid 
= _ of wood-ſorrel. 7. Acid of phoſphorus.” 8. Acid of 
1 vitriol. 9: Acid of * of milk. 10. Acid of 221 
e ; 11. = 


_— 


11. Acid of citron or 3 12. Acid of nitre. 13. A. ; | 


cid of fluor mineral. 14. Acid of . Is. ac 
of borax. 16. Acid of Berlin blue. 17. erial acid. 
x. Mercury combined with acid « of ſuet Cei- 


dum ſebi.) 
| Hydrargyrum binn e ee, 


2. Mercury combined with the muriatic acid; 


or acid of common ſalt. 
* a. Hydrargyrum muriatum. Sx 6 
5 . „(By ſudlimation, 
Hydrargyrum muriatum fortius 0 or | 
- | by precipitation 
Mercurius ſublimatus corroſivus. 0. 
Mercurius ſublimatus albus. 0. 


Mercurius corroſivus albus. S. L. 
Mercurius corroſivus via humida paratus. Monnet. 


Courosi TA: 


Solutio ſublimati ſpirituoſa of Yan Swieten. - i 


Solutio mercurii ſublimati corroſivi. E. 

Mixtura mercurialis. S. 1 | 594 
| Mercurius ſublimatus ſolutus. G. | 
* Solutio hydrargyri ſaliti fortioris aquoſa. 

Tf Pilulæ e mercurio corroſivo albo. S. 
Lotio ſyphilitica flava, (lotio ex any muriato 
fortiori.) , . 1 | 

f Aqua phagedænica. 0. 
Liquor mercurialis. A. 
Lotio mercurialis. 75. 
Solutio ſublimati balſamica. Plenck. 


* Liquor ad condylomata., 
Aqua cauſtica pro condylomatibus. Plenck. 


b. Calx hydrargyri muriata; i. e. the calx of mercury 


united with ſome muriatic acid. 


By ſublimation. 


8 Hydrargyrum muriatum mitius. 
Mercurius dulcis (ſublimatione paratus). O. 


Mercurius dulcis ſublimatus. I. 

Calomel ſeu calomelas. I. ge 
Aquila alba. ſs: 49 ee THRY 
Panacea mercurialis. hr WE WEY 
Mercurius lei lunaris. Schroeder. 
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_ 185 2 — * "Bolus 5 : ö E. 3 e oh 
Bolus jalappz cum mereurio. bid. 
=, _ 7 ' 4, Bolus'\chetcum mercurio. Lid. . 
3 249 /- Piluke calometanos: G. 0 
A Pilulæ Plummeri. E. „„ 
h Pilulæ alterantes Plummer; 10 "++ Bike 
Pilula depurans. Th. E 
J Putri STammen.:: 0 545 

3 Pfilulæ mercuriales purgantes. . 
1 | Pilulæ catarrhales purgantes. D. 
A | Pilulæ laxantes cum mercurio. bid. 
| Piulvis e ſcammonio cum mereurio. Th. 

| 9 Lat ſyphtlitica nigra, 275 1 ex bars als muriato 

þ ieee, 
* | Lotio mercurialis. . 
By precipitation. 
a. From its ſolution in nitrous wy by co common ſalt. 

f * Calx hydrargyri muriata Scheelii. 
] Mercurius præcipitatus dulcis of Scheele, (the in- 
| "CIR... 
| b. From] its ſolution in muriatic acid b vegetable alkali. 


1 Mercurius præcipitatus albus. I. 
—_ c. From its ſolution in muriatic acid by mineral alkal:. 
3 1 Mercurius præcipitatus albus. A. 


d. From its ſolution in muriatic acid by volatile alkali. 
. Mercurius præcipitatus albus. E. a 


1 e. Prom its ſolution in muriatic acid by copper. 
N | Mercurius Fee ee viridis. E. 


Conuros 14. 
VUnguentum e mercurio o præeipitato. L. 
Linimentum mercuriale. E. Paup. 


* Wich the acid of ſugar. * 


Hydrargyrum ſaccharatum. Bergman. 


4 With the acid of amber. 


Hydrargyrum ſuccinatum. Bergman. 
18. With che acid of arſenic. 9 1 Ti 


Hydrargyrum arſenicatum. 


1 . 10 


"a 


6. With ths acid ol  wood-farre, be. e- 
, toſela Linnæi) -- 


Hydrargyrum, oxalinum, | Berg m * 
75 With phoſphoric acid. wang Nt 
Hydrargyrum — ' Bergman 


By precipitation from its folution 3 in the nitrous acid 
by recent urine. „ 0 


; 4 h > + 66 4 
r. — : 


Roſa mineralis. 0. , 


8. With the vitriolic acid. rc; 
* a Hydrargyrum vitriolatunmn. 
Vitriolum mjercutrii. 0,7 .. 

ame FREIE, | 
b. Calx hydrargyri vitriolata . flava ** | 
Turpethum minerale. 0. © 
Mercurius emeticus flayus. Fo WEIL. 
Mercurius flavus. E. e 
Mercurius precipitatus Iuteus. . 8 
Turpethum nigrum. 0. 
c. Mercury precipitated from its ſohetlon - in nitrous 
acid by hepar ſulphuris or hepar calcis. 
Mercurius præcipitatus Niger. O. 


9. With the acid of ſugar of milk. 


10. With the acid of tartar. 


a. Hydrargyrum tartariſatum. Bergman. 
b. With purified tartar, commonly called cream of tar- 


tar, (veg. alkali ſuperſaturated with the acid of tartar. ) 


* Tartarus hydrargyratus-. : 
Terre feuilletee mercurielle of Dr Preſſavin, (the 
inventor.) 
c. Mercury precipitated ebm its ſolution i in nitrous 
acid by the acid of tartar. * 
* Calx bytrargy tar tar iſata ave; vulge, Pulvis Con- 
ſtantinus. ; 
d. Meroney precipitated from its ſalution in muriatic 
and tartarous acid by fixed vegetable alkali. 
* Calx hydrarg) yri tartariſata alben 5 vulgo, 7 ulvis argen. 
. IU. 7 e 


e 9. With 
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3 | | Hpdrrgram e citratum. Bergman, 5 
_ N nitratum. A 1 
5 . A. Simply diffolved. 


— A 


Acidum nitri hydrargyratum. 
Solutio mercurii. ZE. 


ComPos1TA. 
Unguentum citrinum. E. A. 5. 


B. Evaporated and calcined by fire. 


= NT” * Hydrargyrum nitratum rubrum. 
1 | Mercurius corrofivus ruber. L. E. 
Mercurius præcipitatus ruber. 0. 
= Pulvis principis. 0. 
= 1 Mierxcurius corallinus. L. 
= | Mercurius tricolor. 0. 
Panacea mercurii. O. 0. 
Arcanum corallinum. 
Panacea mercurii rubra. O. 


= CoMPos1tA. : 19 

4 . Balſamus mercurialis. Plenck: 25) 

_ - -» Unguentum ophthalmicum. Sz Yves. 
—_ Balſamum ophthalmicum rubrum. D. 


1 Dnguentum præcipitatum. G. 

1 Unguentum ad lippitudinem. 75. 

Unguentum mercuriale rubrum. D. 
VUnguentum pomatum rubrum. D. 


0. Precipitated from its ſolution in x nitrous acid, 
. By volatile alkali. 


* Hydrargyrum nitratum cinereum. 
_ Pulvis mercurii cinereus. E. 
A Turpethum album. 0. Hs 
mm 2 Mercurius e dulcis. 4 


| ComposiTa. 3 as fs 


1 Dr Ward's white drops, (incecury precipitated by 
{a nitrous acid, and rediflolved 'by fal ammoninc). 
by | Vegetable A ; 
| Syrup de. Bellet. | 
| . b. By 
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” be By » vinous volatile alkali (cities a ammoninct 

. 12 vinoſus). SY F n 1 ff 
Tuorpethum nigrum. 775 * i 977 e 7 9 
Mercurius precipitaras niger. ” FCC 

c. By fixt vegetable aka. 774 74 3/45 

| 7 7s Mercurius LE Att fuſeus. Mtg. —  _ 
4. By cope: ” 11: 
Mercurius pracipitatus dice | B. | "EY 2 1 | 


13. With the acid of ſpar, (duor minerals), 
Hydrargyrum fluoratum. Bergman. 
14. Wich the acid of vinegar. N 
„ Hydrargytum acetatum. Bergman. F 
Courosrra. e 
Troches or pills of Keyſer. hay * 2 92 


15. With the ack oha, ch 164 
Hydrargyrum boraxatum. dennen. * 


16. With the acid of Berlin blue. 19 0 
17. With the atrial. acid, (fixr air). 80 


aeg Aen. benen. 7 - 5 | 
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Mosr of the Jiffereait ny” preparations. 

mentioned in the foregoing table, have been re- 
commended at different times, by different che- 
miſts and practitioners, for curing the venereal i 
diſeaſe. We ſhall confine ourſelves to the con- 
ſideration of thoſe [marked with *] principally 
employed now, which haxe either maintained 
their reputation from their firſt introduction into 
practice, or which were diſcovered in our times, 
and ſeem to poſſeſs ſuch qualities as will entitle + 


den to the ſame eee Sy 1 3 
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L ; PREPARATIONS. * 


Tbey a are -vetly as follow. 
Mercury in its crude ſtate rubbed down, or, as it 


zs commonly called, extingu ;/hedor killed, with fat or 
dodoils, with gum arabic, turpentine, conſerve of roſes, 


&c.— In a more diſlolved "ſtate, triturated with 


| fugar-candy, which I think I properly called /ac- 
charum hydragyratum.—United with ſulphur under 


the name of cinnabar, for fumigations. The metal 
calcined by itſelf, and thence called e 
calcinatum. 

Mercury diſſolved by different acids, and uni- 
ted with them into a metallic ſalt, or precipitated 


from them in the form of a more or leſs acrid 


calx. Such, 
With che muriatic acid: The dai fub- 


limate, which I gave in the table the more ade- 


quate name of hydrargyrum muriatum fortius, in 
order to diſtinguiſh. it as well from calomel or mer- 


curius dulcis, which I called hydrargyrum muriatum 
mitius; as from che mercurius dulcis prepared by 


precipitation, according to the invention of Mr 
Scheele, which 1 named calx hydrargyri muriata 
Scheel. 

Wich the acid of vicriok; The rurpeth ral, 
or mereurius emeticus, or præcipitatus flavus, 


(cabs hydrargyri vitriolata). 


With the acid of tartar : The hydrargyrum tar- 
tariſatum, which ought to be diſtinguiſhed from 


What I call the Tartarus hydrargyratus, or terre feu- 


#Hlette mercurielle of Dr Preſſavin of Paris, which 
1s a combination of mercury with purified wo ls 
(cream of tartar). 


With the acid of nitre: 7 che bydrargyrum nitra- 
Fum 
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ON V MERCORI 1 8 ; PREPARATIONS, 1 16 65 9 


tum in a * fared ſimple 1 or in a more 
ſolid form, as in the /yrup de Bellet and unguentum 
citrinum. The pulvis mercurii cinereus of the new 
Edinburgh Pharmacopceia ; where the mercury 
diffolved in nitrous acid is precipitated by vo- 
latile alkali, however, not quite deprived of the 
acid, and therefore properly called bydrargyrum 
nitratum cinercum. Dr Ward's white drop, where 
the mercury diſſolved in the ſame acid is preci- 
pitated and rediſſolyed by means of ſal ammoniac. 
The hydrargyrum nitratum rubrum, improperly call- 
ed red precipitate, where the metal, after being dif- 
ſolved in this acid, is expoſed to a certain degree 
of fire, whereby it acquires the colour. And laſtly, 

With the acid of vinegar: Hydra, gyrum aceta= 
tum, known under the name of Key/er*s pills or 
troches ; where the mercury, after having under- 
gone a long-continued trituration, is ee fit 
ted to unite with this acid. 722 6 

All theſe different preparations are ape i in 
various forms, ſuch as powders, pills, boluſes, 
ſolutions, lotions, injections, ointments, &c. 
ſome of them for external, but by far the greateſt 
number for internal uſe. In general, it is to be 
obſerved, that all ſaline mercurial preparations 
are the en and better the finer they are levi- 
pared,” 1 | | 
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„ | perſons will be more affected Ctions 
others, ſeemingly i in the very ſame circumſtances, 
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I. On Mexconxrat FreeTIONs: 
5 F all thedifferent methods hitherto diſcovered 
1 for curing the venereal diſeaſe, that by mer- 


curial frictions is perhaps the moſt efficacious, as 
well as the ſafeſt and mildeft. The application 
of mercury in this way, however, as indeed the 


uſe of mercurials in general, requires conſiderable 
kill and attention on the part of the practitioner, 
as well as a very ſtrict compliance and obſervation 
of regimen on that of the patient, in order to pro- 


Aauce the deſired effect in the ſpeedieſt manner. 
1 erence of e Me me that ſome 
by a few fricti 


— 


by twenty or thirty; and if more mere 


1 


ded on: the former with a view to increaſe the 


effect, inſtead of this, we run the riſk of bringing 


8 
, 
7 
T 
1 
= 
5 


on very diſagreeable ſymptoms, fuch as faliva- 
tion, vertigo, feveriſh heat, trembling of the ex- 
1 * and chronic violent pains in the arti- 


* 
4 * 


attendec 8 We ry aa we; A 
the patient 18 <aſily Wen without ſuffering much 9 M0 
in the time, or without finding himſelf much 
weakened , afterwards—Mot people have their 
ſymptoms in ſome meaſure relieved by four oer 
ſix frictions; though ſometimes fourteen or fi- "= 
teen are required to produce this effect. . 
The mercury employed for this wats 3 
to be very pure; and as practitioners cannot be 
aſſured of the purity of what is fold in the ſhops, 3 
they ought to purify it themſel ves. Moſt of Ft | 
mercury comes from Idria, and paſſes through 
che hands of the Dutch, by whom it is not un- 
frequently adulterated with heterogeneous ſub- 
ſtances, without any diminution of its fluidity 
or metallic ſplendor: but no phyſician who has 
the ſafety of his patient at heart ought ever to 
employ quickſilver, either externally or internally, 
without a certainty! of its being perfectly pure; i 
for, by making uſe of the metal in an impure i 
ſtate, he may not only be diſappointed in the ef- * 
fects he expected; but! it OY ee hurtful to 1 


patient. che 
This being the chiſe) the readet; I hope, will ex- 


cuſe n i en, en 


7 Remarks upon Ws e 4 Purifetion * 
rn 11 
Wet Quickſilver i is Hunt in mines, either native; in Y 
which ſtate it is called mercurius vir gineus or mi- 
| * 3 8 nera- 
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= mera, s fk 2 985 Aan name of ores, rom 
= which eren 18 afterwards ene 555 diſtilla- 
1 * tion. S112 19576 
Tyͤhe ores ifs mercury: are io en ads AR 
"XY ne The native cinnabar, however, is the kind 
which contains the greateſt quantity of quick- 
ſilver. Although many recommend the native 
cCinnabar for a remedy, it is a matter of fact, that 
it is often impure from admixed heterogeneous 
1 particles. It is, therefore, running a riſk to em- 
= ,ploy native cinnabar, eſpecially for internal ule. 
= {Though it is ſometimes more beautiful in its co- 
© Jour than the artificial, we may always depend 
with more ſafety e the latter, if it be only 
well prepared. 
1 410 he- mercury bins: in tha: e or her 
$ - ores of mercury, generally mineraliſed by ſulphur, 
or at leaſt concealed under it, the proceſs to ſeparate 
it from the ſulphur conſiſts herein, that a ſub- 
ſtance be vnited-wtih mercurial ores which has a 
greater affinity with the ſulphur than with mer- 
Y cury; ſuch, ſubſtances, for example, are alkaline 
N falts, calcareous earth, iron, ſcoria ferri, &c. If, 
1 therefore, one or other of the juſt mentioned fab- 
] ſtances (of which, however, always the cheapeſt is 
* Choſen) be mixed with the ore of mercury, and 
expoſed to diſtillation, this ſubſtance will unite 
with the ſulphur, and che quickſilver, being 
thereby ſer at liberty, will go over in che been 
of vapours into the recipient. 

A bad cuſtom has, alas! prevailed, by ſome of 
intereſt, to adulterate mercury with lead, with 
"which 3 it readily unites, This adulteration is ac- 
19 compliſhed 
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compliſhed — Tp if tld rot end 9 


biſmuth; becauſe the amalgam thus produced 


18 much more fluid, and retains much better 
the metallic ſilver- like ſplendor of mercury. It is 
thence evident, that the colour and ſplendor of 
quiekfilver, are not ahways certain characteri- 


ſtics of its purity; and the purification of mer- 


cury, by preſſing it through a leather bag, is by no 


means to be depended upon, becauſetthe amalgam 


made of quickſilver, lead, and biſmuth, is often ſo 
even the fourth part of thge 


perfect, that though 
whole maſs confiſts of lead and biſmuth, very 
little however of thoſe heterogeneous ſubſtances 


will remain behind in the leather-bag. 


The only ſure means to purify quickſilver 1% 
diſtillation ; for which purpoſe, ſome think, iron 


veſlels are beſt fitted, iron being the only metal 


whoſe union mercury refuſes, and there being 
no fear that iron veſſels are deſtroyed by the pro- 
ceſs as there is with regard to thoſe made of glaſs. 
To make uſe of iron veſſels is the more adviiable, 
becauſe the mercury expands very much during 


the operation, by which means {glaſs veſſels are 


eaſily broken. The higher mercury may be driven 
before it deſcends again, the better it is, becauſe 


by theſe means the particles of lead cannot fo b 


eaſily be carried with it. The veſſel for this opera- 
tion may be an iron pot, with a long iron neck 
like the barrel of a muſket. But in order to con 
denſe the better and eaſier, the mercury riſing in 
the form of vapours, the end of that tube bended 


downwards, ſhould be immerſed into vinegar 
one or two inches deep. All the mercury is, by 
. We YT 4750 20 
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the operator is expoſed to no danger, but the 
tranſcending mercury will be alfo perfectly freed 
and puriſied from all particles of lead and biſmuth 


which might poſſibly have gone over with it, the 


quickſilver being indiſſoluble in it. The charac- 
ters, therefore, of pure quickſilver, are: 1. That 
it forms globules when poured upon wood, which 
always retain a ſpherical form, and never are 
_ drawn into length. like a thread or line. 2. That 


| it be not covered with a cuticle, but be ſhining. 


. Rubbed with water, the ſame muſt thereby not 
en blackiſh or foul. 4. Vinegar rubbed or di- 
geſted with it, muſt thereby aſſume no ſweet taſte. 
5. Put in an iron ſpoon over the fire, it muſt 
evaporate entirely without leaving any ching be- 
hind. 

The mercurial ointment is generally prepared by 
extinguiſhing, or, as it is commonly called, Alling 
the mercury with hogs-lard and turpentine. The 
preparation of the ointment in this manner is 
very exceptionable. It will ſoon produce, in 
many perſons whoſe ſkin is m. puſtules of 


an inflammatory kind, which are very painful, 


5 


and prevent the continuation of the frictions.— 
A more proper method therefore of preparing 
mercurial ointment for this purpoſe, is by tritu- 
rating the purified metal with freſh' hogs-lard, 
repeatedly waſhed and cleaned for fever days 
with pure water, without the addition of any 
turpentine, The trituration of the ointment mutt 
be continued for two hours, even after all the 
globules of mercury have diſappeared, in order 
t 25 certain of the moſt perfect diviſion. It 


muſt 
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* then be kept in in a cold W not 3 to 8 
avoid its growing rancid, but alſo to prevent its 
melting, which would produce a ſeparation and 
ſubſequent precipitation of the metal from the 
hogs-lard to the bottom of the veſſel. 
But, notwithſtanding this precaution, we very 
often meet with patients whoſe ſkin ſeems to be 
ſo extremely irritable, that they will not bear the 
application of the ointment even when prepared 
according to the method juſt mentioned. The 
great propenfity of the e to grow rancid, 
eſpecially in hot ſeaſons and warm climates, con- 
tributes greatly to occaſion this troubleſome irri- 
tability. In ſuch circumſtances it will be proper 
either to mix with the above ointment, a ſmall 
quantity of the ointment of liquorice recently 
prepared, or to prepare the ointment entirely of 
mercury, and the butyraceous oil obtained from 
cocoa-nuts by boiling them in water; or to make 
uſe, inſtead of any ointment, of the quickſilver 
divided by the mucilage of gum arabic. Thus, 
indeed, the proceſs is rendered more troubleſome 
and expenſive; but the practitioner who wiſhes 
to render the cure eaſy and agreeable! to his pa- 
tient, will readily fobmit to inconveniences of 
this kind. 

By this method we may effectually ——— uche | 
pruritus and puſtules proceeding from any of the 
cauſes abovelnentioned, eſpecially if at the fame 
time the place where the ointment is to be rubbed 
in be previouſly ſhaved, and too harſh rubbing 

with the hand in the beginning be avoided. For 
ſometimes ſuch puſtules ſeem to originate from 
the hair being violently moved in oppoſite direc- 
tions, 
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bf tions, which, by theſs means, will be ar 8 
vented. 

The principal biete, after the apple of 
mercurial frictions has been fixed upon, ought to 
be, 1/, To diſpoſe the place into which the oint- 
ment is to be rubbed for the abſorption of the 
mercury; and, 24ly, To diſpoſe the ſarface of the 
body to tranſmit the metal re its pores, af- 
ter it has produced the deſired effects in the ſy- 
ſtem, as ſpeedily as poſſible, and thus prevent ſa- 
livating, purging, or its fettling in any of the 
cavities of the body. For theſe purpoſes, it will 
be always adviſable to preſcribe, before we begin 
the frictions, a purgative, and to order the patient 
to fit in a warm bach made of ſoft water, and of 
about 86 degrees of Fahrenheit's thermometer, 
for the {pace of half an hour or an hour. After 
he has bag in it for a quarter of an hour, he 
muſt be rubbed all over with a fleſh-bruſh, or a 
piece of flannel and ſoap, to clean the ſkin, and 
adapt it the better to the purpoſes abovemention- 
ed. This is to be done, if no particular circum- 
ſtance forbids, the day before, or -on the very 
day that the friction is om and to be repeated 
once or twice a-week afterwards, during the 

whole time he is uſing the frictions, 

The ſame evening, or the day after, having 
Ll uſe of the warm bath, the patient ſhould 
begin the friction, rubbing into the outſide or 


| inſide of his thigh or leg, before he goes to bed, 
a drachm of the mercurial ointment prepared as 
above directed. The friction is to be performed by 
the &re-lade 3 in winter; and the rubbing muſt be 
cConti- 
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whole time, being applied only to keep the ſhirts 


and bed-linen from being ſullied and growing 
black from the ointment. —Before each new ope- 
ration, the greaſe and blackneſs ought ta be well 


cleanſed or waſhed off with ſoap and warm wa- 
ter. The friction is beſt made by the patient with 


his own hand; but to fat people or the female ſex, 
this operation may prove tireſome, in which caſe. 


a ſervant ſhould be inſtructed how to do it, putting 


on a glove made of a ſoft hog's bladder. I would 
not ad viſe any perſon to perform this operation 


for another without putting on ſuch a glove, be- 
cauſe I have ſeen inſtances of a ſalivation being 
brought on in ſome aſliſtants by rubbing in the 
mercurial ointment with their naked hand. Be- 
ſides, we cannot be certain how much ointment 


is rubbed into the patient, when part of it is ab- 


ſorbed into the ſervant's hand. 


After the firſt friction, we muſt. attentively 8 


obſerve whether the mercury occaſions any irre- 
gularity in the body; and if it does, it muſt be 
omitted for two days, taking care to obſerve the 
ſame regimen, to be well clothed, and to keep 


within doors, eſpecially in a cold ſeaſon or cold 


climate. | 
If, after two days, the TI ſhould perceive 
no diſagrecable ian the ſecond an 

| ; £28008 


caritinbed 1 for half: an 80605 or an 100 till 
the whole be rubbed in. The part muſt then be co- 
vered with a piece of linen faſtened witha bandage; 
or the patient muſt put on a pair of drawers, or a 
pair of ſtockings if the friction has been made on 
the leg. The ſame bandage, &c. may ſerve for the 
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alt: 85 b in Ha ſame manner as OR firſt. 


The next day he muſt leave it off again; and if 
he then finds no ill effects from it, the frictions 
may be continued every day, either morning or 
evening, without intermiſſion, unleſs ſome acci- 
dent intervene. However, the place of rubbing 
muſt be changed every day, or every other day, 
in order to avoid irritating the ſkin, and to pre- 


vent puſtules ariſing upon it. If, after five or ſix 


frictions, we find that the patient's conſtitution 
will bear the mercury, and that he has no fever, 
diarrhoea, ſalivation, or immoderate ſweating, we 
may rub in at every friction two drachms of the 
ointment, eſpecially if the ſymptoms be obſti- 
nate. 

In this fituation, when the -weather is warm, 
or indeed unleſs it be ſeverely cold and damp, the 
patient may go out every day during the fric- 
tions, provided he be warmly cloathed, and avoid 
the cold wind, and eſpecially the night air. But 
he muſt carefully guard againſt checking perſpira- 
tion; and therefore, if the weather is cold and 
moiſt, he ſhould rather keep at home in a warm 
room, and ſhun as much as poſſible every in- 
convenience from cold. In a ſevere ſeaſon he 
ſhould wear flannel ſtockings and a flannel waiſt- 
coat, according to eireurmſtances, either over or 
under the ſhirt. 
During all chis time, F we muſt if 
pollihle uſe the warm barh, as already directed, 
once or twice a week; proceeding in this man- 
ner, until the patient s health be perfectly re 
eſtabliſhed, which will be with 30 or 35 frickions, 


it che ſoft parts only have been affected: but 5 
the 
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he! diſeaſe 5 erg einst or ef 4 a 
ſtanding, ſo that the bones are affected, 50, 60, 
or 70 friftions will be abfolately neceffary to 
make a perfect and radical cure; though this, no — 3 
doubt, will vary, MN to the conſtitution YR 
of the patient. b ‚ 8 
It muſt here be renharked; as an ente 
of great conſequence both to the phyſician and 
patient, that — ceſſation of the ſymptoms is ne- 
ver to be looked upon as — a radical 
cure. This we ought to tell our patients in the 
beginning, eſpecially if they be of the female ſex, 
that to alleviate the pain or abate the eee 1 
of the diforder, and to deſtroy and eradicate en- MM 
tirely the venereal poiſon from the body, are too 
very different things. The former may often be 
accompliſhed in three in four days by a very few 
frictions; whereas the latter will ſometimes re- 
quire as many months. The ſame thing will 
ſometimes happen in this reſpect when we leave 
off the frictions as ſoon as the ſymptoms diſap- 
pear, as when we leave off the Peruvian bark in 
agues as ſoon as the fever is gone: the fever ſoon 
returns again, although perhaps with a different 
type; but continuing hp bark — a longer time, 
we are ſure of a perfect cure, and Need not be in 
the leaſt afraid of a relapſe. ©» Ky 
We muſt therefore for the Gfory ab our pa- 
tients continue the uſe of mercury as long as it is 
neceſſary; but it is here where the practitioner + 
muſt give proof of his judgment and experience. 
When the patient, during the frictions, or 
otherwiſe ufing mercury, perceives his gums 
8 to > Wel, Bi breath to ſmell a, 
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E. ably, 1118 tat ite beccire painful! in the rniſide; 
or vrhen he ſpits oftner than uſual, the uſe of 
mercury is immediately to be left off until theſe 


{ymptoms diſappear, when we may go on with 
it again: but I think it eligible to go on with 


the frictions, if the patient can otherwiſe bear 
them, pretty briſkly, until the mouth be a little 


affected; becauſe thus we are certain that the 
frictions have had their proper effect, and that 


"Wo: mercury has been abſorbed into the ſyſtem. 


The generaliry of patients, as has been already 


ned, find ſome relief after a few frictions ; 
but there are ſome, eſpecially thoſe who have the 


bones affected with tophus, caries, &c. in whom 
no remiſhon of the ſymptoms takes place till after 
fourteen or twenty frictions-; and ſometimes, in 


this ſtate of the diſeaſe, ſeventeen ounces of mer- 
curial ointment will be requiſite to make a Pore 
| fect cure. . 


In all ſuch caſes we iti baer to Wale 


the mercury go off by perſpiration; but profuſe 


ſwearing ought not to be encouraged, leſt it ſhould 
weaken the patient, or bring on a conſumption, 
eſpecially in ſuch as are cachectic, or of a thin 
habit of body. Where we find the body naturally 


diſpoſed to ſalivation, or to immoderate ſweats, we 


ought to be very cautious how we proceed. In this 
caſe the patient ſhould, eſpecially in bad weather, 


keep within doors, in a moderate warm room, 


without being too much covered, particularly on 
his head or neck. The proper temperature of 


the room in winter is betwixt the 7 5th and 78th 


degrees of Fahrenheit's thermometer; but if, in 


this ſeaſon, he ſhould be obliged to go abroad, he 
on 


Id ARI 
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[ow en to wear a flannel waiſteoat voter: | 
his ſhirt. But in fine dry weather, I would even 
adviſe him to go abroad; for I have found, in 
many inſtances, that the enjoying of pure free 
air contributes rather to prevent a falivation. In 
warm ſeaſons or climates ſuch” precautions are 
unneceſſary. If che patient be weak, the Peru- 
vian bark may be given with advantage, from 
a ſcruple to a drachm, in milk, — ny 
and evening. 8 AL 9 
By theſe means I have gun ſueccedet to 
prevent the above mentioned bad effects of the 
mercury, as well as its running off by ſtool, a 
ſymptom to which we ſhould always carefully 
attend during a mercurial courſe; for when a 
purging is occaſioned by medicines of this kind, 
their abſorption from the inteſtines is prevented, 
and they do little or nothing againſt the diſeaſe. 
[ have ſeen feveral patients treated in this man- 
ner, who, after taking mercury for ſix or eight 
weeks, which kept them all that time in a conti- 
nual diarrhœa, were nearly in the ſame ſtate at 
the end of the courſe as they had been at the be- 
ginning. In this caſe it happens much the ſame 
as when, by an imprudent management, a ſali- 
vation is raiſed; the mercury then, though ab- 
forbed into the ſyſtem, ſeems to run off by the 
ſalivary glands, as haſtily as it is given, without 
performing thoſe falutary effects in the body, 
neceſſary for eradicating the veneral poiſon and 
perfecting a cure. Immoderate ſweats, occaſioned 
by mercury, ſeem to be ene of ſimilar 


8 conſequences. 
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1 HAVE little to ſay « on this fobjee. Aae | 
famigations are now-a-days no more in uſe for 

curing the lues, but prove often a moſt effectual 
remedy againſt local venereal complaints. The 
einnabar is for this purpoſe to be put upon live 


2 . coals, and the riſing ſmoke to be conveyed by | 


means 9. a nat be to HARE part n 
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The hydrargyrum gummoſum, (or mercurius gum- 
moſus), is a mild mercurial preparation, in which 
the crude metal is divided by means of gum 
arabic. Mr Plenck, the inventor, of this prepa- 
ration, firſt oneſuriked ! it diluted with water, in 
the form of a mixture; but this form being 
found inconvenient on account of the mer- 


* cury not remaining properly ſuſpended, he pro- 


poſed, ſome time ago, to make the ſame into. 
the form of pills. He for this purpoſe orders, 
of highly 3 quickſilver, two drachms, to 
be triturated with three drachms of powdered 
gum arabic, and a ſufficient quantity of conſerve 
of hips, in a marble mortar, till the mercury has 
diſappeared; then, after continuing the tritura- 


tion for an . longer, the ak to be paced 
a | W 
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with half an ounce . 


of which the patient is to take ſix each morning, 
and fix every evening. This form is undoubt- 
edly leſs exceptionable, but ſtill liable to another 


inconvenience, which is, that theſe pills, like all 
thoſe made with crumb of bread, when kept for a 


length of time, grow fo hard, that they fre- 
quently paſs the ſtomach undifſolved, and are e- 
vacuated by ſtool in the ſame globular form 
they were taken. This objection, indesd, cannot 
be made to them, if they are prepared freſh every 
ſecond or third day; and, in that caſe, they will 

be found a very valuable acquiſition for our phar- 
macopœia ſyphilitica.—A bolus made from five 
to ten grains of quickſilver, extinguiſhed by a ſuf- 


ficient quantity of the conſerve of roſes, or con- 


fectio cardiaca, &c. will, according to circum- 
ſtances, ſerve for the ſame purpoſe. 

Mercury divided by means of ſome dane 
would be a very acceptable and uſeful — 
in different caſes. An attempt of the kind has 
been made in the pilulæ ex hydrargyro terebin- 
thinato, where one ounce of quickſilver is united 
with a drachm and a half of turpentine: but be- 


ſides that the diviſion is extremely tedious, which 


indeed might be obviated by adding ſome drops 
of the oil of turpentine, this compoſition is, like all 
ſaline mercurial preparations, ſometimes very apt 
to excite griping and purging. This is undoubt- 


edly owing to the quality of turpentine; the beſt 


ſort ſhould be choſen for this purpoſe, and, ac- 
N to circumſtances, inſtead of che turpen- 
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er; MY as white died; and 
then to be formed into pills of three grains each, 


. tes bälſam of Gilead,” or * Cana- 


denſe, united with ſome: vegetable powder, might 
be tried; and thus a pill of five or Leven _— 
be given every evening. 


The acc harum hydrarg, -yra by; or quickfily er | 


ereurared with twice or three times its wei ght 


Kernen ies as ell for REA as be 
nal-uſe; Its doſe internally is from four to eight 
grains N ur the form of powders, Pills, or 
troches. 
The "644 AAR 1 or calcined mer- 
eury, I have conſtantly found to be apt to excite 
gripings. This may be in ſome reſpect avoided, 
by giving half a grain of it with a grain of o- 
_— every night in the form of a pill. 
The hydrargyrum acetatum, known by the name 
65. Keyſer's pills or troches, has of late made a 
great noiſe in France. It has been recommended 
as the ſafeſt and beſt medicine for curing venereal 
complaints, even of the moſt obſtinate and inve- 
terate kind, without ever occaſioning a ſalivation, 
or producing any of thoſe bad ſymptems which 
ſometimes attend the uſe of other mercurials. 
Time and experience, however, have ſhewn that 
this remedy. ſometimes proved ineffectual in re- 
moving the complaints, and in many inſtances 
produced the bad ſymptoms attending other mer- 
, curials. Mercury, indeed, as long as it retains 
its nature, certainly will falivate or purge, if gi- 
ven imprudently, or if the patients do not take 
Proper care of themſelves. Beſides, among a va- 
. atients, ſome will certainly be met with 
* chi medicine Proves not ſo efficacious as 
# has 
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has been pretended. Every phyſician who has 
had ſome practice in venereal complaints, muſt 
have met with caſes where one mercurial prepara- 
tions has produced little or no effect, whilſt ano= 
ther, tried afterwards, ſucceeded beyond ęxpec- 


tation. Theſe caſes we are not able te account 
for; nor do we as yet know the nature of the hu- 
man body ſufficiently to foreſee them 4 priori. 
Keyſer's pills are a ſaline mercurial preparation, 
where the mercury is firſt divided by a long con- 
tinued trituration, and then diſſolved in vinegar. 


Hence, like all other mercurial preparations, it 


good effects, and 


may ſometimes produce very 
perfectly cure the diſeaſe; whilſt, in other in- 
ſtances, it may prove leſs uſeful, or even hurt- 
The Hydrargyrum tartariſatum, we call a com- 
bination of mercury with ſimple acid of tartar, in 
order to diſtinguiſh it from the Tartarus bydrar- 
gyratus, an invention of Dr Preſſavin at Paris, 
who gave it the name of terre feuilletee mercurielle. 


This latter preparation being a combination of 


mercury with purified tartar, or cream of tartar, 
which is a middle ſalt compound of vegetable 
Ma alkali, 


„ r n 


a 


2 The hydrargyrum acetatum, prepared by mixing a ſolution 
of hydrargyrum nitratum in water, with a ſolution of alkali 
vegetabile acetatum {/al diureticus ), is an ingenious prepara- 


tion, and perhaps much better than that of Keyſer. It cer- 
tainly contains more metcury than his, becauſe metals can be 


diſſolved in acids only in proportion to the loſs of their phlo- | 


giſton ; and in\the latter preparation, the mercury is more re- 
duced to a calx by its previous union with the nitrous acid. 


Hence it is more ſoluble in the acetous acid, as ſoon as the 
acid of nitre, diſengaged from the metal by the fixed vegetable 


alkali, leaves the former at liberty to act upon it. 
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* Alkali, ſuperſaturated wich che acid of tartar. 
Both theſe preparations are nearly of a ſimilar 
nature with the former, though perhaps, in ſome 
= reſp ects, preferable to it. 
- The h ydrargyrum nitratum, or mercury united 
8 with nitrous acid, has been employed in different 
forms and preparations internally and externally. 
For external uſe the ſolution diluted with water has 
been made uſe of as a waſh; and is a very good 
medicine for chancres, &c. The ſame ſolution 
made with one ounce of quickfilver to three ounces 
of nitrous acid, and while yet warm united with 
a pound of hog” s lard by a careful trituration, 
yields, under ch name of unguentum citrinum, one 
l of the moſt efficacious remedies I know of for 
|,  obſtinate ſyphilitic complaints of the ſkin. The 
| , red precipitate, or hydrargyrum nitratum rubrum, 
prepared from the ſame folution, expoſed to fire 
kill it acquires the colour mentioned, is of a cor- 
roſive nature, and therefore employed only in pow- 
deer fprinkled upon venereal ulcers as a cauſtic · 
| For internal uſe the hydrargyrum nitratumhas 
been commonly given from half .a grain to a 
grain, in a quart of any of the decoctions.— Dr 
Ward's white drop, which gained ſome reputa- 
tion, is nothing elſe but quickſilver diſſolved by 
nitrous acid, precipitated and rediſſolved by means 
of ſal ammoniac, But the hydrargyrum nitratum 
cinereum, in the new Edinburgh Pharmacopcœia, 
called by its inventor Dr Black pulvis mercurii 
IP cinereus, is one of the mildeſt of the faline 
mercurial preparations, and may be given to 
the Bode: of a grain every evening, and occa- 


ſionally 
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ſionally Hs: every — following is 
the method of preparing it: Quickſilver, diluted 
acid of nitre, of each equal quantities in weight. 
After the mercury is diſſolved, the ſolution is to 
be diluted with pure water, and as much liquid 
volatile alkali ( /piritus ſalis ammoniaci) to be drop- ; 
ped into it as is ſufficient for depriving the mercury 
of the acid: afterwards the grey powder is to be 
waſhed with pure water and dried. The ſyrup 
of Bellet, ee called vegetable Hrup) a 
clebrated compoſition, the ingredients of which 
are kept ſecret, is, as I was informed by people 
of cuthoetty' in France, mercury precipitated from 
its ſolution in the acid of nitre by fixed vegetable 
alkali, and the precipitate afterwards Gflolvedd 
in vitriolic ether mixed with ſome agreeable 
ſyrup. 

I ſhall now take notice e ef a preparation of mer- 
cury, firſt recommended by the celebrated Baron 
Van Swieten. This preparation is the hn aro ry 
ſublimate, (mercurius ſublimatus corroſivus ) ; 
as I would rather call it in the more ue 
language of chemiſtry, the Hdrargyrum muriatum 
(Jortius.) Some years ago this medicine en- 
gaged the attention of all Europe. By ſome it 
was recommended as a moſt excellent and effi- 
cacious remedy againſt the moſt inveterate com- 
plaints, and worſt ſtages of the venereal diſ- 
eaſe. It was e recommended in erup- 
tions on the ſkin, and in venereal affections of 
the bones; while others exclaimed againſt it as be- 
ing frequently productive of the worſt effects 
without ever radically curing the en 
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och 12 eln to have gone aa r in praiſing : 
as well as blaming, 1 have ſeen caſes where this 
medicine has perfectly cured the moſt inveterate 
1 and obſtinate venereal complaints; while in 
' _ Others I have found it produce effects of the 
| | worſt kind, ſuch as loſs of appetite, griping, 
purging, headach, fever, anxiety, oppreſſion of 
the breaſt, and even ſpitting of blood, without 
curing, or even appearing to have the leaſt effect 
on the diſeaſe. But in general I have frequently 
obſerved that this medicine very ſoon mitigates 
| the moſt troubleſome ſymptoms of the venereal 
A diſeaſe, without effecting a radical cure, even 
after being apphed for a very conſiderable time ; 
and I am apt to think now, that its great repu- 
tation aroſe at firſt from this property of fre- 
quently ene ſo are ans We ſymp- 
Toms. 

Upon the hole, chat it is certain har there 
are ſome conſtitutions which will never bear this 
violent medicine without danger, yet, from ſuch 
” _, obſervations as I have been able to make, it ſeems 
 _ - probable, that the bad effects attributed to the 
| corroſive ſublimate have ſometimes ariſen either 
FS from its improper preparation, from an immo- 
; derate doſe, or otherwiſe from a defect of practi- 

cal judgment in the phyſician or ſurgeon. There- 
Fore, although I never hke to employ violent 
remedies where I can effect a cure with mild ones; 
: yet it muſt be allowed, that, in practice, caſes will 
© Jometimes occur attended with ſuch ſymptoms as 
Feͤgquire the uſe of the moſt powerful medicines, if 
fir n other purpoſe but for a St ee, 
relief. 


adviſable to have recourſe to the ſublimate; rhs' 


it is probable to. me, that ſuch caſes are much 
leſs frequent than it is commonly thought. Bur 


at any rate, the conſtitution of the patient muſt 


be well conſidered before we have recourſe to this 
medecine. If he be of a ſtrong habit of body, and 
his lungs healthy, we may ſafely . try the ſubli- 
mate, ufing the neceſſary precautions with regard 
to its doſe and manner of exhibition: but I 
would never recommend dt where the patient is 
of a weak, delicate, and irritable habit of body, or 


if he has a ſmall.cheſt, has had formerly an hæ 
moptyſis, or any pulmonary complaint; for theſe 


perſons I have always obſerved to ſuffer from the 
uſe of the ſublimate. Some indeed who were ap- 
parently of a ſtrong conſtitution, I have ſeen 
equally affected by this remedy ; for which reaſon 
it is always neceſſary to be cautious in the uſe of 
it. We ought never to begin with more than a 
quarter or at moſt half a grain a-day, diſſoved 
in milk, barley-water, or a decoction of ſarſapa- 
rilla. When given in this manner, if the patient 
18 a proper ſubject for this medicine; it will not 
readily: produce ary bad or at leaft any danger- 
rous conſequences; the leſs ſo when adminiſtered 


in a warm ſeaſon, or in a hot climate. In ufing 


the ſublimate, it ' ought Þefides always to be re- 
membered, that we can never be too careful with 
regard to its choice; and that with the utmoſt 
care and attention to the preparation of the 


ſublimate, it is hardly ever poſſible to obtain it 
Of A * degree of rengrh; even by kollege. | 
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ing always. the very ſame n In all caſes 
dberefore the patient © ſhould * ordered to leave ir 
[off immediately on perceiving any of the above- 
1 mentioned bad ſymptoms. Sometimes it alſo occurs 
An che ſhops adulterated with arſenic, which may 
de diſcovered when mixed with lime- water, in 
which caſe it will produce a black colour; where- 
| as, if genuine, it yields with the ſame an orange- 
coloured precipitate, to which we gave the name 
Juto fyphilitica flava, if one drachm of ſublimate is 
1 added to one pound of lime- water. Its texture 
4 beſides, if genuine, onght to be of a radiated ap- 
9 pearance; whereas the mand it. adulterated, ls 
rather a granulated one. 
The bydrargyrum muriatun mitins, | or till more 
properly the. calx bydrargyri muriata, commonly 
called calomel, mercurius dulcis, mercurius ſublima- 
tus dulcis, panacea mercurialit, aquila alba, &c. 1s 
a milder preparation than corroſive ſublimate, 
but ſtill an acrid one, and thus very apt to 
produce gripings, and to run off by ſtool. Be- 
ſides, as its manner of acting depends very much 
on the accuracy of its Preparation, and other cir- 
cumſtances which we are not maſter of, its effi- 
cacy in curing the lues is not much to be de- 
pended upon. Indeed calomel is in different 
countries, in different ſhops in the ſame country, 
nay even in the ſame ſhops at different times, a 
very different medicine. — * this account, tho 
it cannot be denied that many have been cured 
of the venereal diſeaſe by 7 5 medicine. I never 
make uſe of it internally but for a mercurial 
eee However, as it may nds excellent 
remedy 
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remedy: 1 external applications, noch as Mr 
8 by his new method of preparing it via 
humida lately inſerted in the A#a | Stockbolm. has 
greatly removed all the objections it was formerly 
liable to, it will perhaps be agreeable to ſome of 
my readers to be more exactly acquainted with this 
latter proceſs. I ſhall therefore inſert it here. 
* Half a pound of quickfilver, and the fame 
quantity of pure aquafortis, are to be put into a 
{ſmall veſſel with a long neck, the mouth of which 
is to be covered with paper. The veſſel is then 
to be placed in a warm ſand- bath; and after a fe 
hours, when the acid affords no ſigns of its acting 
any longer on the quickſilver, the fire is to be in- 
creaſed to ſuch a degree that the ſolution may 
nearly boil. This heat is to be continued for 
ee or four hours, taking care to move the veſ- 
ſel from time to time, and at laſt the ſolution is 
to be ſuffered to boil gently for about a quarter 
of an hour. In the mean while we are to diflolve 
four ounces and a half of fine common ſalt in fix 
or eight pints of water. This ſolution is to be 
poured boiling into a glaſs veſſel, in which the 
abovementioned ſolution of quickſilver i is to be 
mixed with it, gradually, and in a boiling ſtate 
alſo, taking care to keep the mixture in conſtant 
motion. When the precipitate is ſettled, the clear 
liquor is to be drained from it, after which it is 
to — repeatedly waſhed with hot water till it 
ceaſes to impart any taſte: to the water The 
precipitate obtained by this method is to be filrred, 
| and afterwards dried by a'gentle heat... 
l a; be ſuppoted, that when 5 nitrous 
50 acid 
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urid case to affervelne; with the mercury, it is 
ſaturated with it* but this is far from being the 
caſe; the acid, when the heat is increaſed, being 
{till able to diſſolve a conſiderable quantity of it; 
with this difference, however, that the quickſilver 
at the beginning of the proceſs 3 is calcined by the 
acid, but afterwards is diſſolved by it in a metal- 


lic form. In proof of this we may obſerve, that 


not only more "elaſtic vapour ariſes, but alſo thar 
by adding either fixed or volatile cauſtic alkali 
we obtain a black precipitate ; whereas, when the 
ſolution contains only calcined quickſilver, the 


precipitate becomes yellow by ſuch an addition. 
If this black precipitate is gently diſtilled, it riſes 
in the form of quickfilver, leaving a yellow pow- 


der, which is in fact that part of the mercury that 


in the beginning of che —— Was calcined 


by the nitrous acid. | 5 2 
The boiling of the ſolution Pre one a 


quarter of an hour is neceſſary, in order to keep the 


Huydrarngyrum nitratum in a diſſolved ſtate, it being 
much diſpoſed to chryſtallize. In general, ſome 


of the mercury remains undiflolved ; but it is al- 


ways better to take too much than too little of it, 
becauſe the more metallic ſubſtance the ſolution 


1 che more mercurius dulcis will be ob- 


rained. 


A firas e to pour 5 mierchrial ſolution 


into the-ſolation of ſalt by a little at a time, and 
cautiouſly, ſo chat no part of the undiſſolved 


quickfilver'may paſs along with it. Two ounces 


of common ſalt are ſufficient to precipitate all the 
| n 3 but then it may caſily happen that ſome 


. ſuperfluous 


* . 
; * 


1 N21 PA RT 1'C v. LA 


uperffden mercurius corroſivus nai itſelf to 
this precipitate, which the water alone is incapable 
of ſeparating completely. This is undoubtedly 
the; reaſon why mercurius precipitatus albus is 
always corroſive. I have found that common falt 
poſſeſſes the ſame quality as fal ammoniac, viz. 


that of diſſolving a great quantity of mercurius 


corroſivus. I therefore. employ four ounces and 
a half of common falt in order to get the mertu- 
rius corroſivus entirely ſeparated. Re — 


If we conſider the manner in which merci | 


rius dulcis is obtained in the dry way, by ſubli- 
mation, we ſhall not find it difficult to give the 
rationale of this new procſ. 

„ Mercurius corroſivus albus is a middle. ſalt, 
conſiſting, as is well known, of marine acid com- 
bined with calx of mercury. This ſalt is capable 
of diſſolving a good deal of quickſilver in a me- 
tallic form; but for this purpoſe the moſt mi- 
nute particles of each muſt be reciprocally mixed. 


This happens, when by means of heat they are 


both converted into vapour. The ſame thing 
occurs in the abovementioned proceſs. The ſo- 


lution firſt ſpoken of contains the calx mercurii 


and quickſilver divided into the moſt minute par- 


ticles. If to this ſolution we add marine acid, or 


(to ſave expence) common ſalt, the marine acid 
will unite with the calx of mercury, and the re- 
ſult of this union will be a true mercurius corro- 
ſivus albus; and as the ſolution contains quick - 
ſilver in its metallic ſtate, this will immediately 
attract as much of the mercurius corroſivus as is 
necellary to ſaturate It, and by this means a real 
mercurius 
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eee it be ſufficiently edulcorated, it may al- 


: 1 Pu 4 


mercurius Gbr will be Pesdecbdd which! Hom 
Its being inſoluble, will be N Precipi- 


rated. 


The following facts are proofs chat this pre- 


cipitate is a good mercurius dulcis. 1ſt, It is en- 


tirely taſteleſs. 2dly, I have ſublimed it, and 
examined what aſcended in the beginning, and 
which ought to have been corroſive, if the preci- 
pitate had contained any thing of that nature, it 
being well known that mercurius corroſivus 
aſcends ſooner than mercurius dulcis; whereas, 
through the whole of the ſublimation, what aroſe 
was a pure mercurius dulcis, exactly like that 
which is obtained in the common manner. 3dly, 
J have mixed this precipitate with one fourth 


part of quickfilver and ſublimed it, upon a ſup- 
poſition that if it contained too much mercurius 


corroſivus it would be able to unite with more 
quickſilver; but ſo far was this from being the 
caſe, that the quickſilver was not diminiſhed in 
weight by the experiment. 4thly, It is known 
that cauſtic alkalis and lime-warer give mercurius 
dulcis a black colour. The ſame thing happened 
with mine. The black colour is no other than 
quickfilver divided into very fine particles, 
That the proceſs I have been deſcribing is 


more 3 than that which is many 


adopted, I cannot doubt; becauſe, in the firſt 


place, this mercurius dulcis can be prepared with 


leſs difficulty, with leſs expence, and without em- 
een ſublimate. adly, As there can 
e no danger of its being in any degree corroſive, 


ways 


ways ds given with fafery. _ 3dly, The operator 
is not expoſed to that noxious duſt which in the 
old method arifes during the trituration of the 
corroſive ſublimate and quickſilver. 4thly, This 
is much finer than the common mereurius dulcis, 
it being impoſſible to make the latter equal to it 
in this reſpect, however long it may be tritu- 
rated. 

Calomel thus prepared will prove excellent, 
not only for a purgative, but eſpecially for exter- 
nal uſe, either in powder, or ſuſpended in fimple 
water or ſome mucilaginous ſolution; or occa- 
fionally, likewiſe, a drachm of it may be mixed 


IN PARTICULAR. #1 "ally = 


with four ounces of lime-water, under the name 


of lotto ſyphilitica nigra, to diſtinguiſh i it from the 
lotio ſyphilitica flava made with corroſive ſublimate 
and hme-water. Calomel, when well prepared, 
muſt give the lime- water a black colour, as 
corroſive ſublimate does a yellow. 


The calx hydrargyri vitriolata, commonly called 


turpeth mineral, or mercurius emeticus ſtuvus, is a 
medicine now very little ufed, except by thoſe 


who think a mercurial vomit preferable to one of 


tartar emetic or ipecacuanha, for curing a ſwelled 
teſticle ariſing from a venereal cauſe. Some in- 
ſtances however I have ſeen, where this medicine, 
given daily in very tmall doſes, effectually remov- 
ed moſt obſtinate venereal complaints of the ſkin. 
I come laftly to ſpeak of a medicine, which, 
fome time ago, and even yet, is made uſe of by 


— 


many for the cure of the lues; I mean Plummer 
Powder or pills ; which, properly ſpeaking, are not 
A mercurial preparation, but a mechanical mix- 

ture 


— 
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ture wh mercurius dul and ſulphur of; anti- 
mony. I have already obſerved, that mercurius 


dulcis, when prepared by ſublimation, is a very 


different medicine in different countries and 
places; that it is therefore a medicine not to be 


de pended upon: for this reaſon, I never would 


2 adviſe any perſon, as well for his own ſatisfaction 
as that of his patient, to truſt to Plummer's pills 
for curing the venereal diſeaſe. Plummer has 


compounded the calomel with ſulphur of anti- 


mony, probably for the purpoſe which ſtill ſeems 


to be expected by thoſe who make uſe of this 
compoſition, viz. by means of the ſulphur to pre- 


vent ſalivation, and to direct the mercury to the 
ſkin. This ſeems eſpecially to be the deſign in 
cutaneous eruptions of the venereal kind. But 


though this medicine may ſometimes be effectual 


in removing cutaneous diſorders, I muſt, from 


my own experience, as well as from that of ſeve- 
ral other unprejudiced practitioners, pronounce it 


a very improper one for curing a confirmed lues. 
Repeated inſtances indeed have come under my ob- 
ſervation, where theſe pills having been taken for 

E conſiderable time, have removed the ſymptoms 
for a time, without effecting a radical cure; 
which are to me ſufficient reaſons for thinking 


it an unſafe medicine, and conſequently that no 
practitioner ought to put confidence in it for the 
cure of the lues, when he has a ſafer one in his 


hands. 


Whether crude mercury boiled with ſimple wa- 
ter communicates to it ſomething of its qualities, 


and with what ſucceſs ſuch a decoction might 
be 


* | 


IN 


be adminiſtered for curing, venereal coma 
I am not able to ſay: I have ſeen this decoction 
given to children affected with worms, in differ- 
ent parts of the continent; with what effect, I had 
no opportunity to aſcertain : but I know of a 
dog in London who was radically cured of a moſt 
obſtinate ſcab, for which a variety of medicines 
had been tried in vain, from the uſe of this de- 
coction for his common drink. 


IV. On PTYALISM or SALIVATION. | 

IT has been a matter of controverſy, whether 
a confirmed lues may be radically cured without 
ſalivation; and though there is now hardly any 
medical man who e of the poſſibility of a 
perfect cure without it, there are ſtill many who 
employ ſalivation, not only for the cure of the lues, 
but, in ſome countries, for that of the Gonnorhœa 
alſo. This mode of treatment, in the former 
caſe, is ſtill very much in vogue, in private prac- 
tice as well as in hoſpitals, eſpecially in France: 
in other countries, it is almoſt entirely confined 
to hoſpitals alone. 

How far this practice of ſalivating ſuch pa- 
tients is juſtifiable, in the former as well as in the 
latter caſe, ſhall be che matter of my preſent in- 
ary. 1 

It has been the opinion of many, and publicly 
aſſerted by Dr Freind, and even by ſeveral late 
writers, that a ſalivation is not only neceſſary to 
| effect a radical cure, but alſo that the greater the 
ſalivation, 
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falivation, the more certain and efectual will be 
the cure of the lues, eſpecially when the bones 
are affected. 

Il muſt confeſs, I have always experienced the 
direct contrary. Amongſt a great many patients 
of different ages, conſtitutions, and climates, who 
have been under my care, I have not only not 
found one who required ſalivation, but I have, 
on the contrary, conſtantly obſerved, that the 
greater the ſalivation, the leſs certain and effec- 
tual was the cure of the lues. This is ſo true, that 
even the modern advocates for ſalivation unani- 
mouſly confeſs, that a ſtrong ſalvation is hurtful, 
and that only a gentle one ſhould be raiſed. Could 
I allow this to be right, I would obſerve, that to 
ſtop, or even moderate, a ſalivation once begun, 
is in many caſes more eaſily ſaid than accom- 
pliſhed. This is often entirely out of our power; 
and it is yet one of the great deſiderata in medi- 
cine, to know a ſpecific remedy that will produce 
ſuch an effect. This is ſo little in our power, 
that I have ſeen more than once patients carried 
off by ſalivation, (their ſtrength being totally ex- 
hauſted) before it could be leſſened or pod by 
any remedy whatſoever. Others who did not fink 
entirely under it, remained languid from the 
evacuation, for months and even years, and ſe- 
veral I have ſeen dis in a conſumption brought on 
by ſuch a courſe. Beſides, a ſalivation is not 
only very troubleſome to the patient, by ſpitting 
day and night, and by filling the room with a 
very diſagreeable ſmell; but frequently alſo pro- 


duces painful ulcers in the mouth, fauces, &c. 
which, 
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which, if not taken care of in time, or being 
miſtaken for venereal ones, by continuing the 
uſe of mercury, become more dangerous than rhe 
venereal diſeaſe itſelf. 

It may ſeem ſurpriſing, therefore, how fach a 
dangerous method of attempting the cure of the 
venereal diſeaſe as that by ſalvation ſhould ſtill 
be retained and practiſed in ſome hoſpitals. 'The 
three following reaſons, indeed, I have heard al- 
leged. 1. To confine the patients with the go- 
norrhœa or lues to the room, and to prevent them 
from getting a freſh infection before they are cu- 
red of the firſt. 2. To get rid of ſuch poor pa- 
tients in a month or five weeks, in order to take 
others in their place into the hoſpital, who are 
treated and ſent away in the ſame manner. 
3. Becauſe many of the lower claſs of people have 
an unhappy prejudice in favour of this method, 
and imagine they cannot be radically cured with- 
out what they cal a good and continued ſaliva- 
tion. To me, however, theſe reaſons appear 
wholly inſufficient. To prevent the patients from 
getting a freſh infection, better means might be 
eaſily found out. With regard to the ſecond 
point, I think it more reaſonable and more hu- 
mane to cure a ſmaller number of patients radi- 
cally without ſalvation, even though a longer 
time ſhould be taken up in the cure, than to re- 
lieve the complaints of a great number in a ſhort- 
er time by ſuch an uncertain, troubleſome, and 
ſometimes dangerous method. We may add to 
this, that experience daily ſhows, that a number 


of thoſe patients who ſeem to be cured by the ceſ- 
N ſation 
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Kian of the ſymptoms during ſalivation, very 
frequently return in a ſhort time to the hoſpital 
with the ſame ſymptoms they were affected with 
before, or find e obliged to ſeek aſſiſtance 
ſomewhere elſe, at the ſame time that they ſo- 
lemnly proteſt againſt | their having received a new 
infection. The third reaſon alleged in favour of 
falivation is the worſt of all. 1 am of opinion, 
that no perſon of integrity, who practiſes medi- 
eine, ſhould ever comply with the prejudices of 
his patients when they may be hurtful to them, 
or When he knows that by a contrary method 
he is able to cure them with greater certainty and 
ſafety. Beſides, it will be an eaſy matter for a 
phy en or ſurgeon, who knows how to gain 
the confidence of his patient, to convince him of 
the folly of ſueh prejudices. Salivation, there- 
fore, being, in my opinion, an <xceptionable 
method of cure in any circumſtances whatever, [ 
nag? it, in all cafes, moſt, prudent to avoid it, 

r, if prefent, to moderate and remove it as 
quickly in ſpeedily as poſſible. 

The method of preventing a ſalivation I have 
* down above, when ſpeaking on mercurial 
frictions. The means to be uſed for this pur- 
poſe are ſhortly the following. 1. A careful ad- 
miniſtration of mercury both as to its preparation 
and doſe. 2. The avoiding cold or damp air, 
eſpecially at night. 3. The uſe of warm cloaths ; 
or, in a cold r ſeaſon or elimate, the con- 
ſtant wearing of flannel next the ſkin. 4. The 

repeated uſe of warm baths, and the internal utc 
of W or diuretic decoctions along _ 
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the mercury. 5. The nth too hot rooms 
and confined air. 6. Covering the neck and head 
but very flightly day or night. 7. Taking a doſe 
of gentle cooling phyſic, and intermitting the uſe 
of the mercury as ſoon as the breath and teeth 
begin to be affected. 8. If the patient is not of 
a phlogiſtic habit of body, a free diet, with the 
moderate uſe of wine, is to be ordered, rather 
than a low one. Smoking tobacco ſhould alſo 
be avoided, during a courſe of mercurials, by 
thoſe who are accuſtomed to it. N 
It is alſo to be obſerved, that, in general, a Gali gy 
vation will take place more readily under the uſe 
of acrid mercurial preparations, and in a cold and 
damp ſeaſon or climate; that ſome conſtitutions 
are more diſpoſed to it chan others; and that par- 
ticularly thoſe who have previouſly taken mercury 
are often ready to fall into a ſalivation by uſing 
the ſmalleſt doſe, though perhaps in the former 
diſeaſe they felt no ſuch effect from the uſe of it. 
A variety of medicines given ſeparately, or 
combined with the mercury, have been hkewiſe 
recommended for preventing i it from affecting the 
mouth, as well as for checking a ſalivation after 
it has taken place. The principal of theſe are 
ſulphur, ſulphur of antimony, camphire, the Pe- 
ruvian bark, and iron. By a careful attention, 
however, to the foregoing rules, I think it is in 
general not very difficult to avoid a ſalivation, 
without having recourſe to any of theſe remedies; 
eſpecially as I have ſeen ſome of them repeatediy 
applied by others without ſucceſs. With regard 
to aun waa point, viz.-the abating and removing 
/ N 2 


= wy ON MERCURIAL PREPARATIONS | 


- 7A Glivation, when' once TOY it is ſometimes A 
very difficult matter: the following method, 
however, with an exact obſervance of the rules 
above mentioned, will ener be attended with 
ſucceſs. 

As ſoon as the patient elt his- ewe affected, 
he ought to leave off the uſe of mercury, and 
keep within doors, in a moderately. warm room, 
if the ſeaſon be cold. If his ſtrength and conſtitu- 
tion will allow, we may adminiſter him a gentle 
laxative; but ſhould be careful about preſcribing 
purgatives, becauſe they often will bring on a 
diarrhcea, which we ſhall find ſometimes great 
difficulty to ſtop, and which may prove danger- 
ous in its conſequences. If he can hear it, he 
mould alſo, for four or five days, be placed 
every evening in a warm bath, rubbing his 
body in the mean time with a fleſh-bruſh or piece 
of . and when he comes out of the bath, he 
muſt again dreſs himſelf immediately in flannel 
cloaths. If phlogiſtic ſymptoms occur, he ſhould 
be confined to a low diet, and drink barley- water 
or any other mucilaginous decoction; but if his 
ſtrength is very much reduced, a good nouriſh- 
ing diet, together with the uſe of wine, an infu- 
ſion of Peruvian bark in wine or cinnamon 
water, and the free country-air, are certainly more 
proper. When the ſalivary ducts are very much 
relaxed, and the ſpitting continues undiminiſhed, 
an aftringent gargle may, with proper precau- 
tions, be preſeribed. It may be made of the decoc- 
tion of Peruvian bark, or — the cortex ſalicis albæ, 


«Ik red wine or in water; to which, according to 
circum- 
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TICULAR. 
circumſtances, may be added ſome n of. 
gum-lac or of myrrh. If the air is dry, he ſhould 
not confine himſelf to his room, but go abroad a | 
little, unleſs it be very cold. Common ſulphur. | 
may alſo be given occaſionally, either e or _- 
joined with ſome cooling purgatives. The ſul- 
phur of antimony has been recommended in ſuch 
caſes as a diaphoretic. An eminent phyfician has 
recommended for this purpoſe the aurum Julm= | 
ans, given every day from three to five grams, as 
a very efficacious medicine; but as I haye never 
had occaſion to try this remedy myſelf, I am 
unable to ſay whether his advice is founded 'on 
experience, or only on a theory derived from the 
chemical affinity or attraction between mercury 
and gold. In an obſtinare pryaliſm, a bliſter, - | 
ſeton, or iſſue, in the neck, or the volatile lini- 5 
ment applied to the throat, ſometimes prove fer= - | 
viceable; and in deſperate caſes we might alſo = 
try the effect of repeatedly pouring cold water 
over the head and face, letting the patient ſit in 1 
the mean time with the reſt on the want REN? 7 
in a warm bath. aht 
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the following cauſca: viz. as | JT 
5 Repararions. 2. On the method of cbibition 


the greater. or leſs irritability or con ſtitutional 
ſtrength of the oor, or: ſome faults commit 
by the fame. 4. On the nature of che diſeaſe it- 
ſelf.——1 dall t. treat of them in order.. 


tte firſt and only: 1 eth | 
teenth century, eme other preparations, both 
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2 'H E 3 deb bee e . 
fm uggeſted: to me why mercury ſometimes 
fails in curing venereal 


n mercury a 


| inter”: as well as externally; 3. On 


Since che uſe of mercurial ointment in frictions, 


for internal and external uſe, have been diſco- 
vered and tried, with a view to cure venereal 


complaints which would not yield to frictions, 


or to remove the diſeaſe more ſpeedily or in a 


more convenient manner. I ſhall avoid making 
here any reflections on the preference either of 


thoſe methods claims over the reſt; and ſhall con- 


ne myſelf entirely to the reaſons why mercurial 


frictions, as well as other preparations of -mer- 


cury, ſometimes Prove ineffectual for removing 
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bote venereal cen pl nts, having offered ſome c b- 
ſervations on theſe preparations before. 
1 have ſeen a variety of perſons affected with. 


looks, chancres, pains and caries of the bones, 
cutaneous eruptions, herpes, ulcerations of the 
noſe, throat, &c. condylomatous or verrucons 


excreſcences in different parts of the body, but 
eſpecially about the anus and pudenda, Lan 


ſeemed obſtinately to reſiſt the effects of mercury; 


and which, ſo far from being removed after a 
copious and diſagreeable ſalivation, were rather in- 
creaſed by it, and, when removed, orden returned 
20008 ſhortly afterwards. ns 

After a careful inquiry, I e that the 
endes of this difficulty were very often to be 


ſought for in the medicine itſelf; being owing, 1 


either, 1. To its being badly prepared, or ill fitted 
for curing the diſeaſe. 2. To its not being _ 
in ſufficient quantity, or continued for a faffi= 
cient length of time. 3. To its being admini- 
ſtered in too great a quantity, and by that means 
exciting a ſalivation, ſweats, and purging, without 


ſtroying the venereal virus in the body; or, laſtly, 


To its being mixed with other nenen ſo as to 
render it inefficacious. 

The great point in curing a venere! diſeaſe. 
th mercury, being to introduce ſuch a quantity 
of it into the habit as ſhall be ſufficient: totally | 
to eradicate the venereal poiſon, it is evident that 
medicines unſkilfully or neghgently prepared, 
may have the worlt effects. Thus, for example, 
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render 1 it whiter, and. to give it a better appęar- 
ance, or if mercury is combined with ſubflances 
incapable of holding it ſuſpended, or if, when 
made into pills, it is not ſutficiently tritu- 
rated ſo as to be equally divided, its effects can- 
not but be precarious. In che latter caſe one pill 
may contain three or more grains of mercury; and 
another only one grain, or perhaps none at all; 
and when this is che caſe, the latter will have no 
effect, while from the former the patient may 
experience a violent griping and purging. | 
Here we may oblerye, that a mercurial prepa- 
ration is always ill fitted for the purpoſe, when- 
ever it is incapable of entering into the habit, or 
if, when it has entered the circulation, it excites 
a ſalivation before it has deſtroyed the virus; for 
it is erroneous to. believe that by ſalivation all the 
poiſon is carried off, and the diſeaſe by that 
means radically cured, juſt the contrary to this 
being the caſe. It is true, that if a ſalivation is 
brought on, the patient will. often find: all his 
{ſymptoms difanpear, and of courſe, be induced to 
think himſelf cured ; but ſome months, and 
ſometimes only a few weeks afterwards; che com- 
plaints will, in many caſes, return again with 
increaſed violence. I do not deny, however, but 
that the diſeaſe, eſpecially if light, may by 
this means be radically cured: but 1, maintain, 
from repeated obſervations in private as well as 
- Hoſpital practice, that. the practitioner can never 
be certain of the real cure; and of courſe that 
the cures effected by falivation are not only 
doubtful, but oftentimes altogether ineffectual. 


But 
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But upon * fab; ect I wad occaſion to treat more 
fully in the — chapter / mercurial pre- 
parations in particular, and under the head of 
Salivation. wr 
The principal remark to be made here is, chat 
to cure our patients well and radically, no practi- 
titioner who has their welfare at heart, and who 
does not adminiſter his medicines at random, will 
ever make uſe of any mercurial preparation or 
compoſition which he has not prepared himſelf, 
or at leaſt taken care to ſee prepared by ſome one 
on whoſe integrity and care he can rely. The 
Tepeated diſappointments I have experienced my 
fell, and which I have ſeen happen to others, 
have rendered me ſcrupulouſly. exact on tings: 
head. 

We ſhould likewiſe be 3 not to wee 
uſe of mercurials combined with other medicines, 
becauſe they not only diſappoint us, but often 
render the cure more tedious and precarious. I 
have ſeen repeated inſtances of this with Plum 
mer's pills; and have heard the ſame remark. 
made by others, who were attentive and emi- 
nent practitioners. 

We ought never to give acrid preparations of 
mercury, when we can effect a cure with mild 
ones. The dreadful effects I have repeatedly been 
an eye- witneſs to from remedies of this ſort, e- 
ſpecially from the corroſive ſublimate, oblige me 
to inculcate this caution with the greater warmth. 
The conſtant effects of ſuch acrid compoſitions, 
eſpecially in delicate habits, are pains in the ſto- 
mach and bowels, loſs of appetite, violent gri- 
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| pings, diarrhœas, and ſometimes dangerous co- 


lics; or, if they enter into the circulation, 


they will excite ſpitring of blood, connlfiines; 
Nervous fevers, and other complaints, more bane- 
ful even than that they were intended to eradi- 


cate; or elſe they will perhaps excite a falivation, 
and of courſe preventthem from being continued 
to complete the cure. If we ſometimes adminiſter | 
them, as may now and then be requiſite in cu- 
taneous, or deep-ſeated venereal complaints, we 


ſhould carefully conſider the habit of the patient; 


and if that will admit of them, ſhould begin with 
very ſmall doſes, in order to avoid the above- 


mentioned ſymptoms, particularly the diarrhoea; 
for when that takes place, the mercury, inſtead of 


entering into the maſs, will be carried off by ſtool, 
and of courſe occaſion trouble and pain to the 
patient, without affording him any relief. In 
general, therefore, we ſhould be careful in the 


choice and adminiſtration of mercurial prepara- 


tions: we ſhould find our, in every caſe, that 
preparation which ſeems beſt to agree with the 
conſtitution, and never infiſt obſtinately on the 


uſe of a preparation or doſe which excites bad 


ſymptoms in the body : we ſhould not imitate 
the example of thoſe quacks whoſe knowledge 
confrſts entirely in a noſtrum, which they give 
indiſeriminately to all their patients, for every 
kind of venereal complaint, and pronounce their 
patients cured as ſoon as the ſymptoms of the diſ- 
order have diſappeared; to which aſſertion, cre- 


dit is the more readily given, as moſt young men 


1 roome to be confined for anylength of time, Thus 
they 


they will now and then cure a patient; but, in 


the mean time, ruin the conſtitution of many, 
and commonly render the diſeaſe more obſti- 


nate and inveterate for the future. The poiſon 
indeed remains latent for weeks, months, or 


ſometimes even for years; but then it Wen 


out with redoubled rage and violence, and not 
unfrequently produces ſym ptoms and diſeaſes, 
the nature of which, eſpecially in women, we 
muſt only gueſs at, -and which, in that ſtate, 
ſometimes baffle the ſkill of the moſt able phy- 
fician; for venereal complaints, the older they 
are, the more obſtinate —_ ou againſt the 
power of mercury. 

"come nor to. the third point, why mer- 


cury fails ſometimes in curing the lues, VIZ. n 
account of the conſtitution of the patient. We 


ſometimes meet with patients, eſpecially a- 
mong the female ſex, or ſuch as have taken 


mercury for former venereal complaints, whoſe 


conſtitution is now ſo irritable, that, after the ad- 
miniſtration of a few grains or frictions, they 
are either affected with a nervous fever, ſpaſms, 
headach, or they very readily fall into a ſaliva- 
tion, on the ſecond or third day. In theſe con- 
ſtitutions we ought to be peculiarly careful to find 
out the preparation and doſe beſt adapted to them. 
The Peruvian bark, or ſome other vegetable to- 


nic, is here ſometimes adminiſtered with mercu- 


ry to great advantage. If we neglect theſe pre- 
cautions, indeed, many patients of this kind will 

be ſufferers for life, without ever being cured ra- 
dicaly. There is one remark to be made here, 
to 
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to EYE in n little attention * been hi- 
therto paid. Moſt writers and practitioners con- 
fine : their venereal patients under a mercurial 
courſe, without any diſtinction, to a low diet, 

as well with regard to eating as drinking. This | 
rule is however a very 1mproper one, when ge- 
nerally applied. Such a diet will be very proper 
for ſtrong, vigorous conſtitutions; but, for weak, 


delicate, or irritable ones, it will ſometimes be 


extremely improper. A full diet, with the mo- 
derate uſe of wine, ought to be allowed them; 
_ otherwiſe mercury will produce no effects upon 
the poiſon, though very diſagreeable ones upon 
the conſtitution. The warm bath will ſometimes 
much aſſiſt in theſe caſes. Nature readily co- 
operates with mercury in ſome conſtitutions; 
whereas in others it does but little, or acts 
ſlowly, and with difficulty. But beſides - rhis 
peculiarity in the conſtitution, we. often obſerve, 
that patients render their complaints complicated 
and. obſtinate, by attempting to cure themſelves, 

or by applying to quacks or unſkilful perſons in 
the art of healing. They frequently alſo hurt 
themſelves by neglect of diet, or by not making 
uſe of the medicines in the manner preſcribed, 
or by not continuing the ſame long enough, but 
leaving off as ſoon as the ſymptoms diſappear, 
by expoſing themſelves imprudently to the damp 

and cold atmoſphere, eſpecially at night, or by 

becoming i impatient and growing inconſtant, go- 
| ing from one Phyſician to another, making uſe, 
for ſome days or weeks, of one medicine, and 


chen of another. A all theſe. different circum- 
| i ſtances 


\ 


. 
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ſtances, venereal complaints are ſometimes. ren- 
_ dered extremely obſtinate.. 


On account of the diſorder itſelf, mercury 


ſometimes fails, when the patient, by a previous 
large or imprudent uſe of mercury, can hardly 
bear a few grains or a few frictions without ſaliva- 
tion: in this caſe, if we leave off the uſe of mercury, 


our patient will not get rid of his diſorder; and if 
we continue it, we are ſure to bring on a trouble 
ſome ptyaliſm, which will laſt ſometimes for weeks 


or months, expoſing . the patient to dangerous con- 
ſequences, and often leaving the principal diſorder 


uncured. What may be done in theſe circum- 
ſtances, I have hinted in ſeveral places of the fore- 


going chapters. But we are by far more fre- 
quently diſappointed in our expectations from 
mercury, by miſtaking the nature of the diſ- 


order; by judging thoſe complaints venereal, 
which often are owing either to the effects of 


mercury, or to a ſtate of the diſorder, which, 
though originally ariſing from the venereal virus, 
has degenerated either by time or other cauſes 
into a diſeaſe of a quite different nature, for 
which mercury is not only no antidote, but a 


real poiſon. Of theſe complaints we have ſpoken 
already, and ſhall ſpeak further hereafter. 


— . wu — 2? !, — 3 DEY FOG a — * 
" — 
4 


— NN * * * - - f 4 * f W en * - "0. : 1 . : F 
- , g % 4 a , '5 " | | 
. 3 ; g . 4 5 , N 
8 p < 4 5 ' ; : . nf pn 7 7 L a 
2 4 ht | | 1 4 
— 


* 
* \ 8 i o 
4 
, 


« 


c 1 A r. xv. 


A On er Romnyis 8 recommended F7 


"curing rhe Loves. 


I ESIDES the Wt frictions, the fumiga- 

tions, and the internal uſe of the different 
mercurial preparations, a variety of other medi- 
eines has been recommended, either to cure the 


- different venereal complaints without mercury, 
or to aſſiſt mercury in its operation; and as there 
are marly inſtances of the mercury failing, or 


expoling the patients to diſagreeable — — 
a remedy has been ſought for, which, without ha- 


ving any of the noxious qualities of mercury, might 


have all its powerful and good ones. Moſt of the 


quack medicines, ſold and praiſed as prepara- 
tions from the vegetable kingdom for this pur- 


poſe, I have been at pains to analyſe, and nal 


found them to be nothing but one or other me- 


curial.preparation diſguiſed. Several other re- 
medies have been recommended as ſuccedaneums 
for mercury, for the cure of the venereal diſeaſe, 
which, we are told, had been made uſe of for 


this purpoſe with ſucceſs, before mercury was 
employed ; and are, we are credibly informed, 
made uſe of even at this time, without any mer- 
: curial, with the beſt effect, in South as well as in 


North 


+ 2 * 

+» * 4 
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North America, for curing the venereal diſeaſe 5 


radically. Such of them as I have ſeen made 


uſe of for the ſame purpoſe in Europe, have, 


in every inſtance. at leaſt that came under my 
inſpection, never been attended with the deſired 
effect; and I have never ſeen one inſtance of 
a comfirmed pox cured by them. Some 'of 
them, however, are worthy our attention, and 


certainly deſerve ' a fairer trial than has hi- 
therto been made to aſcertain their power, 
eſpecially ſach as are recommended by men 


of knowledge and obſervation. The root of the 
Lobelia fy 2 with which, as we are inſtructed 
by Dr Kalm, and afterwards more exactly by Mr 


Nm 5 the inhabitants of North America 


cure the wad diſeaſe as effectually and radi- 
cally as we do with mercury. They take a 


handful of the freſh, or (which he ſays is better) 
dried plant; they waſh 3 it, and bail it in a gallon 


and a half of water; of which decoction the pa- 


tient drinks every day, if his conſtitution will ſuffer 


it, a quart in the beginning, gradually augment- 
ing the doſe, till he can no longer bear the pur- 


ging excited by it; then he leaves it off for a day 


* 9 
„„ 


2 


The latter author adviſes the patient to take two pills of 
this decoction three times a-day, on an empty ſtomach, and 
; augment the doſe according to the ſtrength of the patient, 
making uſe of warm baths, and a proper diet at the ſame time. 
Care ſhould be taken not to make uſe of the lobelia longiflora, 
inſtead of the lobelia ſyphilitica, the former being of a much 
more acrid nature than the latter. —In ſome parts of Italy it is 


even now a law of government, not to make uſe of mercury . 


in hoſpitals for —_— the venereal diſeaſe. 


ag 
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or two, and, if neceſſary; continues it. again til 
he finds himſelf perfectly well, which is for the 
moſt part in a fortnight. If there are any exter- 
nal diſorders, they waſh the affected parts with 
the ſame decoction.—If the diſeaſe is very obſti- 
nate, they mix with the lobelia, the root of the 
Ranunculus abortivus, but in a ſmall quantity on 
account of its acrimony. In order to heal up 
the venereal ulcers, they dry the root of Geun: 
male, and ſprinkle its powder upon them. 
They alſo cure deep and putrid ulcers, by inſper- 
ſion of the interior bark of the Ceanothus America- 
2s. A decoction of the ſtipites of the Solanum 
KL 4 dulcamara, and likewiſe the root of the Daphne 
mne zereum and ſarſaparilla, have been of late 
much recommended in obſtinate venereal com- 
plaints either in ſubſtance or in a decoction; but 
how far their operation ſucceeds without the pre- 
vious uſe of mercury, is not yet aſcertained. 
In South America, and in the Weſt Indies, a 
3 on of the woods of guaiac, ſaſſafras, &c. 
B is praiſed as a remedy, with which alone the 
moſt confirmed lues may be eaſily cured. It 
may be that they remove venereal complaints 
beween the tropics, and in the warmer climates 
of our globe; but in Europe I have. ſeen them 
ſometimes prove hurtful, producing profuſe 
ſweats, hæmoptyſis, conſumptions, &c. in delicate 
and thin habits, and I never ſaw any one caſe 
where they effected a radical cure.—The follow- 
| ang complicated preſcription, we have been told, 
is made uſe of with great ſucceſs in Brazil 7 
and EN and in other countries, under the 
5 t St 1 15, name 
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name of the Decoctum Agel or Liſbon dier 
drink. R. Rad. Sarſaparillæ, Santali albi et rubri, of 
each three ounces ; Glycirrhize, Megerei, of cach 
half an ounce; ligni Rhodii, Guajaci, Saſſafras, of 
each one ounce; Gude Antimony five ounces : ten 
pounds of boiling wateris to be poured upon theſe, 
and remain for twenty-four hours, then to be 
boiled to five pounds. Of this, ſtrained off, the 
patient ought to take from three pints to two 
quarts a-day. But how far all theſe medicines, 
as I have ſaid before, act without mercury, 

very uncertain. 'The diſeaſe is certainly 2 
cured in warm climates, when well Fee than 
in cold ones. As to the remedies which we every 
day ſee recommended by quacks, and pretenders 
to ſecrets, as not conſiſting of mercury, and curing 
the venereal diſeaſe radically, they are, for the 
moſt part, as I have mentioned before, ſome mer- 
curial preparation diſguiſed ; and I think it for- 
tunate enough for the patients if they prove only 
uſeleſs to him. | | 
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On particular VENEREAL COMPLAIN: PE; 
ee 1 a peculiar Method of | #1 ure. 


1 On the VENEREAL OPHTHALMIA. 


HERE are two dittinet ſpecies of venereal 
ophthalmia. The one . to be rather 
of a chronic kind, comes on gradually, and ariſes 
from a tainted maſs. The other is the moſt 
acute, violent, and dangerous of any ophthalmia 
I know of: it comes on ſuddenly, and owes its ori- 
gin, as far as I have been able to obſerve, to a ſud- 
den retropulſion of a recent venereal gonorrhea: : 
ſee Venereal Gonorrhæa. 

1 have ſeen three inſtances of this dreadful 
diſorder, of which every one proved fatal to the 
fight of the ſufferer. In two caſes, both eyes were 
affected with blindneſs; in the third, one was af- 
fected immediately, but ſeveral years afterwards 
the ſight of the other alſo was loſt, and as it ſeemed 


ithout any apparent cauſe. All old practitioners 


with whom J have converſed about this dreadful 
complaint, and who have obſer ved the ſame ſeveral 
times in their practice, were of opinion that it ori- 
ginated from a retropulſed recent gonorrhœa, by 
way of metaſtaſis. . In thoſe three caſes which I juſt 

mentioned, the diſeaſe was certainly accompanied 


with 
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with a fa on of the 4 but aka Si | 
9 a” ng was the cauſe of the ophthalmy, I was 
not able todetermine with certainty; and am much 
leſs capable to account for ſuch a metaſtaſis, tho 
ve know that a very great connection ſubſiſts be- 
tween the eyes and the parts of generation. 

But whatever may be the cauſe of theſe oph- 
thalmies, the fact is this: In the three Kat 
which came under my obſervation, the diſeaſe 
aroſe in a cold climate in winter, after the patients 
affected with a recent clap, were expoſed to violent 
cold in the open air. None of them had ever had 
any complaint in the eyes before. The diſcharge 
from the urethra was evidently diminiſhed or 
aboliſhed. In the mean while a diſcharge of 

a puriform matter of a yellowiſh green colour, 
N that of a clap, took place from the 
eyes, with the moſt excruciating pains, which were 
rendered unſupportable on the leaſt application of 
light. The ſame matter which ran out of the eyes, 
ſeemed, as far as it was poſſible to ſee by forcing 

up the eyelid, to be extravaſated in the whole an- 
terior chamber of the eye, and, as it were, infil- 
trated between the lamellas of the cornea tranſ- 
parens. All remedies which were applied proved 
ineffectual, and perpetual blindneſs was the con- 
ſequence. 

1 caſes of this kind may be inſtructive, L ſhall 
tranſcribe one of them 5 my Medical Journal. 
The patient, a young man of a ſtrong dark com- 
plexion, of twenty-nine years of age, a captain in 
the army, was ordered on guard in the month of 
January, whilſt he was afflicted with a violent 


gonorrhaa. Unfortunately the day) was exceſſively 
; : O 2 Ix cm | 
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? WY Ar he was by duty much Spend to ie 
open air all day and the evening: in the night he 
found himſelf at once afflicted in both eyes with 
the moſt excruciating pain, and intolerance of the 
 fimalleſt degree of light; which were accom- 
panied next day Sith a diſcharge of puriform 
matter from both eyes. Upon inſpection, the 
albuginea was inflamed, and very much ſwelled. 
The phyſician who was called, applied, beſides 
the common remedies, ſuch as bleedings, purga- 
tives, &c. a fomentation of hemlock. On the 
third day, upon a cloſer examination, the cornea 
was found entirely opaque, and an hypopyon 
formed; no ulceration appeared. The uſe of 
headock was ordered to be continued. Some 
days after, the inflammation and running abated; 
but the cornea remained opaque, ſeemed to be very 
much thickened, and the patient remained per- 
fectly blind. In this patient, I clearly ſaw the 
arteries of the cornea tranſparens, coming from 

the albuginea, inflamed, and ſo filled with red 
blood, as if injected like an anatomical prepara- 
tion, even ſo far back as in the fifth week of the 
| diſorder ; 

In none of theſe three caſes were remedies 
applied by the practitioners to reſtore the running 
of the clap, nor was there an inciſion made into the 
cornea to diſcharge the extravaſated matter : The 
only two remedies from which I would expect any 
efficacious relief in ſuch an ophthalmy, beſides the 
general and topical evacuations by purgatives, 
leeches, bliſters, &c. with the internal and ex- 
ternal uſe of mercury. 


T was once inclined ro 3 hat Sib kind 
of 


* 


213 


13 


of o ps does . a from unclean- 
linels, when the patient affected with a clap, or 
chancres in the genitals, touches thoſe parts, = 
afterwards, without waſhing the — imme- 
diately, touches his eyes. I have certainly ſeen 
ophthalmies, and venereal ulcers of the eye-lids, 
noſtrils, lips, more than once ariſing Ah. ſuch 
careleſſneſs: but in thoſe caſes I have never ob- 
ſerved an inflammatior but in one eye, and it 
never was ſo violent as the kind juſt mentioned; 
but rather, like the ophthalmies ariſing from a 
tainted maſs, gave way to the topical applica- 
tion of the blue ointment, which, together with 
the internal uſe of mercury, is indeed the ſove- 
reign remedy in ſome ophthalmies. 
The chronic venereal ophthalmies ariſing frngs 
a tainted maſs, prove in many caſes extremely 
obſtinate for weeks and months. They require a 
regular mercurial courſe, eſpecially with ſubli- 
mate if the patient can bear it; repeated purgings; 
and in ſome caſes, eſpecially 15 the eye- lid be the 
affected part, the external uſe of the mercurial 
ointment, or what is, according to the obſerva- 
tions of Dr Cullen, more preferable, the citrine 
ointment rubbed down with double the quantity 
of hog's lard, in order to render it leſs acrid. 
Laudanum dropped into the affected eye gives 
ſometimes the moſt evident relief. Bathing the 
eye with a weak ſolution of ſublimate four or ſix 


times a- day 18 likewiſe ſerviceable. 


II. On VENEREAL DEAFNESS. 


I HAVE ſeen ſeveral inſtances where deafneſs 
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and Helene pain of the ear were brought on'by 
venereal ulcers affecting the orifice of the Euſta- 
cChian tube in the fauces. But I have met with 
one inſtance, where a perfect deafneſs was the 
conſequence of a violent gonorrhcea being ſtop- 
ped by the internal uſe of turpentine. The 


patient had no chancres, nor my een nen 
* | 


III. On VENEREAL SORE THROAT. | | 


nan ſore chetets; as well as withered! 
8 of the mouth and fauces, ſhould, as I 
mentioned above, be carefully diſtinguiſhed from 
ſcorbutic ones, or from thoſe originating from 
ſaliva rendered acrid by mercury; and more eſpe- 


cially from thoſe which, though really venereal 


in their origin, have now changed their na- 
ture, and acquired quite a different character ; 


as we, by continuing the uſe of mercury, may ma- 
terially, and perhaps irrecoverably, hurt the pa- 
tient. Practical judgment will be the only ſure 
guide in that caſe. Deep ulcers covered with a 
white lardaceous cruſt, and confined by a hard 


elevated border, with' a ſtrong redneſs round 
about them, will, J think, ſeldom miſlead if they 


are treated as venereal. Venereal ulcers in the 


throat are ſometimes ſeated ſo low down and fide- 
wards, that we do not eaſily diſcover them at firſt 
fight, and thence we may ſomerimes be led to miſ- 


take the nature of the diforder. An account of 


the two following caſes may perhaps be uſeful to 
Tome young ders | 
| 744. A 
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A gentleman of a ſtrong, plethoric conſtitution, 
Seen years of age, was affected with a ſore 
throat and fever. The phyſician, after examining 
his throat and pulſe, ordered bleeding, with an 
antiphlogiſtic gargle and purge; when the diſeaſe 
not abating, eight days after, another practitioner 
was called, who repeated bleeding, purging, and 
ordered a different gargle, from the uſe of which 
the patient found himſelf better. At the expiration 
of ſeven weeks, when he felt, as he expreſſed him- 
ſelf, the diſeaſe was not quite gone, I was con- 
ſulted. After the former preſcriptions were ſhown 
to me, I examined his throat; and though I could 
not diſcover any ulcer, told him I ſuſ pected a ve- 

nereal cauſe; which he hardly would agree to, re- 
lating to me chat he had no venereal complaint theſe 
many years paſt, and that ſince that time he had 
enjoyed the moſt perfect ſtate of health. I deſired 
to examine his throat once more; which he rea- 
dily complied with, though he was one of thoſe 
perſons who with the 3 difficulty can let 
their throat be examined: with a wax candle in 
one hand, and depreſſing the root of the tongue 
by means of a large ſpatula as much as polls. 
with the other, I diſcovered very low down 
the right fide, a deep but ſmall venereal ulcer, 
which ng eſcaped my fight at firſt, and would 
now have done ſo if Thad not examined the throat 
with ſo peculiar a care. Upon my telling him 
the evident cauſe of his diſorder, my advice 
was complied with; and after the internal uſe of 
mercury for eight days; his ſore throat was per- 
fectly gone, and by continuing it a month longer 
a radical cure obtained. 
The other patient was a lady of rank, She had 
Da EE but 


Pr > "+. * — 6 * 
\ ä Es 3% ie p 
' "IN n 
5 NY 
4 Sr. 


| 8 
* 7 Lo 
AY * 
7 L . 
Fe ; 
* 


but a lig * difficulty i in Selle wing 1 Aa hs 

days, which being froſty ſhe aſcribed. it to à cold. 
I immediately, upon inſpection, diſcovered the 
cauſe of the diſorder; and as women have always 
a right to the greateſt delicacy and ſecrecy of a 
phyfician, without aſking her any queſtions, I 
ordered to keep her throat warm, and promiſed to 
ſend her ſome medicine, which would relieve her 
in a few days; when the ſame was afterwards, 
under another form and pretence, ordered to be 
continued for a few weeks longer, till I thought 

her perfectly ſafe. 

| Laſt Gan Lwas conſulted at Paris, by a young 
gentleman of about 28 years of age, about a ſore 
throat for which he vat taken advice and medi- 
cines already, for the ſpace of three weeks, with- 
out any relief. I told him, that, from the very 
appearance of his face and eyes, I ſuſpected quite 
a different cauſe of his diſorder 1 he and his 
attendants had hitherto imagined; which indeed 
was molt evidently confirmed by a large venereal 
ulcer, which upon inſpection I found ſeated very 
lowdown behind the velum. He then gave methe 
following account. That he had been affected 
with a violent gonorrhoea two years ago when he 
was at Venice, which for a particular reaſon he had 
withed to be removed or ſtopped as ſoon as poſſible; 
that, for this purpoſe, he was recommended by a 
friend of his, to a ſurgeon who was in poſſeſſion 
of an injection. which had that infallible effect. 

That this ſurgeon complied with his deſire, tho? 
with reluctance; and foretold him, that ſome time 
after being cured thus haſtily by his injection, 
the venercal diſeaſe would break out in ſome 
other 


other ira of the od aſſuring him that he had 
ſeen * ſame effect from the ſame remedy, hap- 
pen in ſeveral other patients who applied to him 
in the ſame manner he did. That he neglected this 
caution ; that the running was perfectly ſtopped in 
48 hours; ; and that he had never thought more 
about it, having been perfectly free from vene- 
real as well- as any other diſorder ever fince. 
This caſe was to me a very inſtructive one. 
Firſt, it ſhows how long the venereal poiſon hes 
ſometimes concealed in the maſs, without pro- 
ducing any ſenſible effects: And ſecondly, it 
evidently confirms what I have aflerted above, 
that the poiſon of the gonorrhœa is the very 
fame with that of the ſyphilis; and that, if abſor- 
bed into the maſs, it produces therefore the 
ſame effects. But, laſtly, it alſo ſhows, which 
I could not have expected a priori, that a re- 
cent venereal gonorrhœa may ſometimes be ſtop- 
ped or retropulſed, without producing ſwelled 
teſticles, iſchury, ſtrictures, or other imme- 
diate effects in the mals. 

Venereal ulcers of the throat require ſometimes, 
beſides a courſe of mercury, likewiſe topical a 
plications; ſuch as an injection or gargle made 4 
ſolution of ſublimate, mixed according to circum- 
ſtances with the tincture of maſtich, &c. But 
Ef the ulcers are owing to the acrimony of the ſa- 
liva, they ought to be kept conſtantly clean, and 
mercury ſhould be diſcontinued. If they owe 
their origin neither to the one nor to the other of 
the cauſes juſt mentioned, but are of that peculiar 
nature deſcribed above under the head of Venereal 


Ulcers, they require, inſtead of. mercury, the uſe 
of 
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IV. on VENEREAL Complaints of ho Skin. 


. ers 1 a venereal nature, 


ſuch as venereal tetters, venereal ſcald-head, ve- 
nereal leproſy, &c. are often very obſtina te. Ir is 


in theſe complaints properly, where the ſolution 


of ſublimate, given internally, proves often ex- 
cCellent; and I think I have obſerved, that it often 


effectually removes the diſeaſe of the ſkin, with- 
out removing radically the lues: This at leaſt I 


aſſert with regard to colder. climates; as to war- 


mer climates, I know certainly many patients 
who have been radically cured of the ſyphilis by 
the ſublimate alone. 

Beſides the internal uſe of rhe ſublimare, warm 
baths made with a decoction of bran, in every 
gallon of which half a drachm of ſublimate is to 
be diſſolved, gently rubbing at the ſame time 
the affected part, have ſometimes proved to me 
5 uſeful. For more confirmed venereal com- 
plaints of the ſkin, the topical application of a 
ſolution of ſublimate, the citrine ointment ſome- 


times alone and ſometimes with the addition of the 
laturnine, have ſucceeded with mein a herpes, tinea, . 


Ec. where all other remedies proved ineffectual. 
The decoctum Lufitanicum, the decoction of 
the ſtipires dulcamaræ, of the mezereum root, 
and eſpecially that of the lobelia ſyphilitica, 


deſerve, for theſe. as well as other obſtinate 


and inveterate venereal complaints, in my 
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opinion, a much greater attention than is uſually 
_ to them. I have ſeen a moſt obſtinate 
d. inveterate diſeaſe of the ſkin of 'a ve- 
2 7 nature cured by a ſolution of turpeth mi- 
neral in ſmall doſes, where all other remedies fail - 
ed. Some phyſicians pretend to have ſeen great 
ſucceſs alſo from arſenic ; but I never tried this 
latter, NOT have J ever a mind to try = 


V. On VENEREAL EXCRESCENCES.. 


* VENEREAL rnb on the ſurface 5 che 
kin, known by the different names condylomata, 
ficus, mariſca, A tubercles, &c. ariſe either 
from an original infection, in which caſe we con- 
ſider them as a local diſeaſe, and preſcribe local 
remedies; or they originate from a tainted maſs, 
Which indeed is more frequently the caſe, and 
then a full mercurial courſe will make them diſ- 
appear, ſometimes without any external applica- 

tion. But frequently external remedies are like- 
wiſe requiſite. Cauſtics have been recommended 
for that purpoſe : but I never ſaw them produce 
any ſalutary effects; on the contrary, often very bad 
ones. Exciſion has been likewiſe recommended, 
and is ſometimes neceſſary ; but I have ſeen ſe= 
veral inſtances when, after theſe excreſcences had 
been cut out repeatedly, even after a full courſe 
of mercurials, they grew again and again, ſome- 
times to a larger ſize than they were at firſt. To 
prevent this regeneration, ſeyeral remedies have 
been propoſed, of which, in all obſtinate a 
at 
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that "ON come under my obſervation, I have 
obſerved but two or three which were admini- 
| ſtered with ſucceſs, after the maſs had been pre- 
' viouſly perfectly purified. The one conſiſts in 
mercurial fumigations ; the other in the appli- 
cation of pulvis uniperi ; ſabine, L. either by itſelf 
in the form of a powder, or mixed with red pre- 
cipitate in the form of an ointment. A liquor 
has been lately propoſed by my friend Mr Plenck, 
which conſiſts of ſpirit of wine and vinegar each 
an ounce and an half, corroſive ſublimate one 
drachm, alum, camphire, and ceruſla, each half a 
drachm, Wan the name Agua cauſtica pro condylo- 
matibus, and from which, applied twice a-day 
with a hair-pencil, he affirms to have ſeen = 
beſt effect. I have tried it ſeveral times, and 
found it anſwer extremely well. In caſes where 
a great number of ſmall warts had ſprung up 
about the genitals, the ſolution of ſublimate in 
ſimple water or lime-water I have obſerved ſome- 
times to ſucceed perfectly well. If warts have a 
ſmall baſis, and are but few in number, the beſt 
remedy is a ligature made tighter every day. I 
have ſeen a man with ſeveral hundred little 
warts upon that part of the chin where the beard 
grows, and underſtood his diſeaſe to be owing to 
an ill- treated venereal complaint. 
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VI. On Vandunas WI AEN Ss, or luro- 
FRY  TENCY. 


Tris complaint, Aug not dangerous, is 
very alarming, and renders the mind of the pa- 


tient extremely uneaſy. I have repeatedly” ob- 
ſerved it; but in a particular manner in one pa- 


tient, who ſeveral months before had been af- 


fected with a violent clap; of which at laſt he was 
cured, after having undergone a tedious and very 
improper treatment. The only remaining ſymp- 
tom was now a total inability and want of deſire 


of venery, which rendered him extremely low- 


ſpirited. On conſulting me, I judged the com- 


plaint to proceed from the venereal poiſon lurk- 
ing in the body, and preſcribed him a mercurial 


courſe, and afterwards ſome tonic medicines, 
with two tea-ſpoonfuls of Hoffman's anodoyne 
liquor morning and evening. He was likewiſe 
ordered to waſh the ſcrotum and ſpermatic cord 
twice a-day with a table-ſpoonful of the ſame 


liquor mixed with ſome water: in three weeks 


time he had ſufficient reaſon to be as highs 
ſpirited as ever. 


VII. On VENEREAL PAINS, SPASMS, &c. 


Fix ED or wandering pains ariſing in different 
parts of the body, are generally aſcribed, by all 
patients who were formerly affected with the lues, 
to che remains of the venereal poiſon i in the maſs. 


This is indeed ſometimes the caſe ; but 1 it ought 
co 
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to be obſerved, that thoſe pains, ſo 8 a- 


ob 


abed to the venereal poiſon, are yery often 


..owing to very different cauſes, which, if not pro- 


perly diſtinguiſhed, we ſhall find ourſelves fre- 
quently diſappointed in the effects of the reme- 


15 dies preſcribed. 


Pains fimilar to e ones are often the 
effects of the improper uſe of mercury. Theſe 
caſes ought to be carefully diſtinguiſhed in prac- 
tice; becauſe, if the venereal diſeaſe has not been 
radically cured, and the pains ariſe from a half- 
cured lues, the uſe of mercury will be neceſſary 
to complete the cure (though the patients will 
often be of a contrary opinion, conſidering the 


length of time, and quantity of mercury they 


Le! already -taken); whereas, if the venereal 
virus has been radically cured, the uſe of mercury 


will prove evidently hurtful. I know patients 


who, having made uſe of mercury repeatedly in 


their younger days for ſeveral venereal com- 
plaints, find themſelves now, whenever they take the 


leaſt quantity of mercury, conſtantly affected with 
the moſt violent rheumatic pains in different parts 


55 of the body. Authors who have mentioned this 


latter diſeaſe generally aſcribe it to rhe mercury 


| lodged in the bones; nay, there are even examples 


recorded in medical hiſtory, where mercury had 


been found, after the death of ſuch patients, 
_ , collected in globules in different parts of the 
body, eſpecially in the bones and their cavities. 


Whatever credit may be given or denied to thoſe 


and 
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and ſometimes pretty WR cure „ thats patients 15 


by a proper regimen, warm baths with frictions, | 
and by adminiſtering to them at the ſame time in- 
ternally large doſes of proper tonic medicines 
either, alone or united with antimonials. But if 
thoſe pains, inſtead of being of the chronic kind, 
ariſe from a ſudden check of perſpiration during 
a mercurial courſe, the uſe of tonic medicines 
would be improper ; in ſeveral deſperate caſes of 
this kind, where the body ſeemed as if it was 
affected with a general ſpaſm or tetanus, I have 
found, beſides the warm bath, eſpecially the va- 
pour- bath, the ſulphur of antimony, united with 
the inſpiſſated juice of the conium maculatum, L. 
known under the name of extract of hemlock, a 
moſt efficacious remedy, given to the quantity of 
fifteen grains of each a-day.—Dover's powder, 
with a proper regimen, proves ſometimes in this 
caſe, as well as in CORY a very ſerviceable 
medicine. 


VIII. On Venereal Complaints of the BoxkS. 


Tux bones are ſeldom affected by the venereal 
poiſon, but in a confirmed or neglected lues. I 
have ſeen, however,” one inſtance where the pa- 
tient being affected with a chancre of the glans 
was attacked the fifth day after with a daun | 

ſwelling in the lower part of the ulna.—ln theſe 
caſes, the longer the diſeaſe is neglected, the more 
difficult and tedious is the cure; and of all others 
the 
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f the caries, or ulceration of the ent ſurfuce, 
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and corruption of the internal cavity, are the moſt 


difagreeable and tedious. 


In all caſes of ulcerated bones we ought to re- 


member, that they cannot be cured until the 


poiſon is totally eradicated from the maſs. To- 


pical applications ſeem to have very little effect: 


though the eſſential oil of ſaſſafras has been re- 
commended by ſome; and Plenck recommends 


a lotion 1 of eſſentia maſtichina, cer- 


roſive ſublimate, and honey of roſes. Beſides 


this, he directs the internal uſe of the Peruvian 
bark, and mercury mixed with aſafœtida, toge- 
ther with a decockion of ſarſaparilla, united with 


mezereum and cicuta : by theſe, he ſays, that he 


cured ſeveral perſons of the diſorders juſt men- 


tioned. 
Venereal exoſtoſes, and eſpecially thoſe in the 


middle of the tibia, ſternum, and tophuſes in the 


bones of the head, will ſometimes, eſpecially 
at night, give the moſt excruciating pain. In 


theſe caſes, I have obſerved no good effect from 


any topical application whatever. Here large 
and continued doſes of opium, along with ſome 
of the ſaline mercurial preparations, are ſome- 
times attended with the moſt ſalutary conſe- 
quences; but what has been lately aſſerted of 
curing theſe, and other obſtinate venereal com- 


| plaints, by the uſe of opium alone, I leave 86 


the more credulous to believe. 
Of the extraordinary fragility of the bones, - 


ig mentioned by ſome writers as proceeding from a 


venereal 


THE Bore. 


| * cauſe, I have never . any in- 
ſtance; though it may not be improper to men- 
tion one caſe which, I think, may be referred to 
this head: A man broke his tibia by a fall; but 
after the beſt treatment of the fracture, and being 3 
for twelve weeks confined, upon examination no 


callus was formed, and the broken bone remain- 
ed nearly as loofe as at firſt, After a cloſe in- 


quiry and conſultation, the venereal poiſon was | 


ſuſpected, and a courſe of mercury preſcribed; 
which facceeded ſo well, that in a few months 


after the * was perfectly cured. 
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45 . Rheumat! Ym, Fevers, Ge, 


SOME PF who have 1 rats affected 


Vvith N complaints, of which they 


have been apparently cured ſeveral months, nay 


ſometimes ſeveral years, afterwards grow ema- 


cCiated, begin to cough, and are affected with 


a hectic fever, and other ſymptoms which ac- 


company a conſumption of the lungs, or a 
Phthiſis pulmonalis. Theſe complaints are ge- 


nerally aſcribed to ſome other cauſes, and me- 
dicines ordered for the moſt part without any 


ſucceſs. Sometimes the diſorder is alſo aſcribed 


to the too previous uſe of mercury in too large 


quantities. But I have ſeen ſeveral inſtances 
where a hectic fever with cough, and ſome- 


times even with a puriform expectoration, far 
from owing its origin to an ulceration of the 


- Jungs, | aroſe from a latent venereal poiſon, 
"without any other venereal ſymptom in the body. 
The fame has been obſerved by others. Mr 
Brambilla, firſt ſurgeon of the preſent Emperor 
of Germany, in his treatiſe on the Phlegmon, 
relates a caſe, which ſhows ſuch a ſtriking inſtance 
of the Kind, that een tranſcribe © Here. An 
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electuary, he ſays, was preſcribed for a na 5 5 
tive man, Who was in a deſperate ſituation. By 0 


a miſtake of the apothecary, the electuary was 


given to a venereal patient to rub himſelf with, 
and the mercurial ointment, inſtead of the elec- | 
tuary, was ſent to the conſumptive patient to 


take it internally. The conſumptive man, know 


ing nothing of the miſtake, took a quantity of 


the ointment, about the bigneſs of a nutmeg, 
two or three times a-day, and was effectually 


cured of his diſorder, to the no ſmall ſurpriſe of ½ 
his phyſician, who learned by chance from the 
apothecary the miſtake that had happened. This 


miſtake was certainly a very happy one for the 


patient; and, though it might be doubred whe- 
ther the conſumption proceeded from a venereal 
- cauſe, proves however evidently that it yielded 
perfectly to mercury. I had ſeveral patients of ä 
this kind whom I perfectly cured of their con- - I 
ſumption, by adminiſtering to them nothing but - 


a courſe of mercury. 


Agues, or intermittent fevers.” have alſo been * 
obſerved by Dr Werlhof and others, either to be 
produced by the venereal virus, or concomitant 


with the -venereal diſeaſe; and mercury, com- 


bined with the bark, has Naas: found uſeful in 


thoſe caſes. Perhaps ſome of the fevers cured by 


Dr Lyſon, with the calomel, have been of that 


kind. 


Flying denen pains, violent n and | 


pain in the hip, ſometimes originate from this 
ſource. The warm bath, with ſome ſaline pre- 
parations of mercury, with the decoction of the 


P 2 N 90 ſtipites . 
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J have ſeen cure diſorders. o 
kind, which reſiſted every oth 


7 


medicine. 


with the decoction of daphne mezereum, 


2 of 3 wings" L. has alſo been recom- 
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' Vannnzal Comba came incurable by 
N MERC UR. "NAN "i 
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1 Havz already nnn 10 fully concerning the ; 
nature and cure of theſe complaints under the 
different heads of Venercal Ulcers, Exulcerated Bu- 
boes, Venereal Sore Throat, Di iſeaſes of the Skin, Ve- 
nereal Pains, Caries, &c. that very little remains 
to be added here. 1 
I muſt only obſerve, that I have found Wos 

if not all, 'of theſe complaints admit of great re- 
lief, for even of a radical cure; and that the great 
point for accompliſhing this deſirable end, lies 
leſs in theſe complaints themſelves, than in an 
exact knowledge of their nature. This certainly is 
ſometimes a much nicer point of practical know- 
ledge than is generally imagined. The great ob- 
ject is, to diſtinguith exactly whether thoſe ul- 
cers, . caries, cutaneous eruptions, or pains, &c. 
owe their origin to a latent venereal poiſon, or 
whether they are the effects of mercury; or, what 
is perhaps of the greateſt conſequence, whether, 
2 having been originally owing to the vene- 
real virus, they now, by time or other cireum- 
ſtances with which we are not yet ſufficiently ac- 


quainted, have changed their nature. In which m_— 
an inſtead -of ne to che power of mercury, 2 3 
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1 * ſeem to be not aoly ! in \ every degree exacer- 
bated by that remedy ; but likewiſe, if its uſe 


tal to the patient. In proof” of 'this, I Hes ad- 
duced, under the above-mentioned heads, ſeveral 


ftriking, and, as I think, convincing inſtances. 

And thoſe of my readers who are particularly in- 

3 tereſted i in this ſubject may find a. good many 
more in Mr Fabre's Supplement to his Treztife 


on the Venereal Diſeaſe, printed at Paris. I now 
proceed to the conſideration of thoſe medicines 


which I have hitherto found moſt efficacious in 
removing theſe endful and obſtinate com- 


1 ag | 
To diſtinguiſh complaints ariſing from mer- 
cury, great judgment is often required. [ have 


{cen patients who complained of rheumatic pains, 
Pains of the bones, headachs, ſpaſms in different 
Parts, and trembling of the extremities, &c. ow- 
ing, as they thought, to the enormous quantity of 
mercury they had taken; whom, however, I have 
_- cured, after a careful inquiry, by giving them 

more mercury; becauſe 1 was convinced that 


their preſent complaints originated from the 
improper adminiſtration of mercury, where 
it was evacuated from the body by ſtool, ſa- 


hvation, or immoderate ſweats, as faſt as it was 


adminiſtered ; and thereby, though taken for a 


great length of time, and in a large quantity, 
could never exert its proper effect upon the poi- 


ſon lodged in the body. As ſoon, therefore, as 
we are aſſured that 0 diſeaſe is not owing to 


© the venereal virus, or at leaſt. will not yield to 
1 Mercury, other medicines ought to be admini- 


ſtered. 


* 17 


be r udegel inſiſted on, will at laſt prove fa- 


/ 


of practice, to give new mercurial preparations, 
after two or more of them have been already trie 
in vain, we ſhould preſcribe to our patients, as 1 
have recommended before in ſeveral places (be- 


ſides a nouriſhing diet, country air, &c.) tonies 


or ſtrengthening medicines. Under this claſs T 


principally r reckon antimonials, and, more eſpe- 1 
_ cially in the caſes alluded to, chalybeates. But, 
4 — ſpeaking of the uſe of thoſe medicines, 1 


would not be underſtood to preſcribe them only 
in the quantity of a few grains a-day, but in much 
larger doſes than they are uſually given. The pre- 
parations I generally make uſe of are the crude 
antimony, or the ſulphur of antimony; the æthiops 
martialis, or the vinum chalybeatum, and more 
efpecially a combination of iron with vitriolic 
ether. Of theſe I adminiſter ſuch doſes as the 
conſtitution of the patient will bear, either n 
or united, according to circumſtances, with the 


decoction of ſarſaparilla, the Peruvian bark, or the 
extract of walnuts. The ſulphur of antimony, 
united with the extract of hemlock, will be ſome- 


times very ſerviceable, alone or with the uſe of 
warm baths, and a decoction of ſarſaparilla with 
the mezereum root. Sometimes the cold bath, 
and eſpecially bathing in the ſea, will greatly 
contribute to the effect of the above medicines ; 
and if the diſeaſe be obſtinate, we ſhould rh 
leave untried any of thoſe remedies recommended 
in Chap. XIV. 
From the decoctum Lufitanicum [ have ſeen, in 
ſeveral inſtances, evidently good effects. But of 
all the remedies hitherto recommended for vene- 
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tered. Inſtead of following the 8 4 routine | : 
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. Wo complaints ea by e I: have 
B feen none equal in its effects to a decoction made 
uſe of by Dr Paullini. With this decoction, the 
moſt malignant and obſtinate ulcers, cutaneous 
_ diforders,” tophus, caries, pains of the bones and 
other parts of the body, which reſiſted the power 
of all other medicines preſcribed by Jiferent phy= , 
. ficians in different climates, have been effectually 
ceured, and, what is ſtill more remarkable, for 
1 che moſt part, in a very ſhort ſpace of time. 
| But it is much to be regretted that this remedy 
cannot become of general uſe, becauſe nobody 


$1 could hitherto ever prevail upon the Doctor to 
| make it pablic. 
3 1 
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OnsErvarions on ſome dangerous. or ut- b 
Happy prejudices generally ee a. 


bout the VENEREAL Dis8asE. 
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CT is an opinion imbibed by ſome patients, that 

the 'venereal poiſon, when once abſorbed into 
the ſyſtem, can by no means be totally eradicated ; 
conſequently they believe, that a perſon who 
1s once thoroughly infected, can never look upon 
himſelf as radically cured. This opinion, beſides 
its abſurdity, renders thoſe who entertain it very 
unhappy. I have ſeen frequent inſtances, in the 
female ſex eſpecially, where ſuch patients led a 
moſt miſerable and melancholy life, notwith- 
ſtanding every thing the phyſician could ſay to 
the contrary. The leaſt ſhadow of a head- ach, 
a rheumatic pain, or the ſmalleſt pimple upon the 
ſkin, were by ſuch perſons accounted certain 
' proofs of the poiſon hacking in the maſs, and 
about to produce the molt direful effects, T heſe 
patients are real objects of compaſſion : we ought 
to beſtow ſome time for inquiry, and pay the 
moſt careful attention towards them; for indeed 
can hardly think of a greater degree of miſery 
an to be e haunted with ſuch an 


imagination. BY. 


— 


% 5 


en ill; therefore, after our moſt care- 
ful inquiry, we find no ſymptoms of a venereal 
Feind remaining, we ſhould endeavour to correct 
© their prejudice, by ſetting before them the ex- 


cumſtances admit, of thoſe of our own, who have 
been affected as much as themſelves, or perhaps 


number of years, enjoy the moſt perfect ſtate of 


health, are married, and have healthy and fine 
| children. 3 


who imagine, that if mercury is once taken for 


it a ſecond time. Theſe prejudices are moſt fre- 
| quently found among the women, though ſfome- 


young men of a looſe character, and diſſolute 
and brutal manner of thinking. Wich theſe 
wretches it is an opinion, that the beſt method 
to get rid of a clap is coition with one or 
more healthy women; and in this manner 1 
have ſeen venereal complaints propagated, in 
the courſe of a few days, to ten or twelve 
LEY healthy perſons, who hal the misfortune to fall 


their brutal y ang TORT * abfurdi ty" of 


"Pry b joDICES contro 


ample of others of their acquaintance, or, if cir- 


much more, and who now, perhaps, after a grear 


The ſame attention we e ought to pay to thoſe 


the cure of the lues, it will not ſo effectually cure 


times alſo men of a melancholic conſtitution will 
be influenced by them: but there is another 
prejudice of ch I am now to ſpeak, which is 
not only abſurd, but criminal, and deſerves.a moſt 
ſevere puniſhment from the magiſtrate wherever 
it can be proved. It exiſts only among fome 


in with thoſe wretches, or with the objects of 
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Lo this notion is evident to every aki of common —3 
ſenſe, who has the leaſt knowledge of the nature 8 ; 
and ſeat of the diſeaſe; and where this practice TY . 
ariſes merely from prejudice, the ſlighteſt 3 es 
mation will be ſufficient to remove it. But it is 
to be feared, that the cauſe may frequently lie 
deeper in the heart of theſe perſons; and that 
this abominable practice proceeds from malignity, 7 
or from a mean and low diſpoſition to revenge 
themſelves upon innocent perſons, becauſe in their 
imprudence or drunkenneſs they themſelves had 
become the dupes of others. 
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